nS^fiJt«M^Jdr5fi«JCSPHAN  tIn  Tu'c  ViET-NGl/TRANG  22-23.  g'l         1^  tHJl  ^1 

 ^  

IteNraRLOIN  TIMES 


Volume  9  Number  1 1 


Voice  of  the  Central  City  since  197Z 


The  Many  Faces  of  a  Neighborhood 

From  the  Horn  of  Africa  to  the 
Streets  of  the  Tenderloin 


The  Tenderloin  has  become  the  most 
international  neighborhood  in  the  city, 
an  exciting  mix  of  different  cultures. 
With  this  issue  the  Times  launches  a 
new  series  by  looking  at  our  new 
neighbors  from  Ethiopia  and  Eritrea. 

by  Sara  Colm  and  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

Kidane  Habtegiorgis  stands  at 
the  window  of  his  Eddy 
Street  apartment,  looking 
wearily  at  the  street  below. 
He  has  only  two  hours  before  he  must 
return  to  his  14-hour-a-day.  7-day-a- 
week  job  at  a  corner  store  on 
Leavenworth  Street.  "All  I  do  is  work, 
work  and  work."  he  says.  "I  don't 
even  have  time  to  cook  " 

Like  many  Tenderloin  residents 
Habtegiorgis  is  a  refugee,  but  his 
home  — Eritrea— is  a  place  few  of  his 
neighbors  have  heard  of.  His  former 
life  as  a  member  of  the  rebel  army 
fighting  the  Ethiopian  government  for 
the  independence  of  Eritrea  seems  far 
away  now. 

One  block  away.  Ocbaf  Apapas.  an 
Ethiopian,  is  getting  ready  to  leave  his 
Ellis  Street  apartment  to  go  to  class  at 
the  Community  College,  He  says  that 
he  came  to  the  United  States  to  find  a 
job  and  a  better  life  but  so  far  has  had 


photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

These  two  women  from  Eritrea  are  among  the  east  African  refugees  who 
bring  their  unique  culture  and  tradition  to  the  Tenderloin. 


no  luck  finding  work. 

Two  years  ago.  Habtegiorgis  and 
Apapas  were  both  caught  up  in  the 
tragic  civil  unrest  that  has  engulfed 
the  eastern  African  regions  of  Ethiopia 
and  Eritrea  for  24  years.  Today,  they 
are  among  the  3500  to  5000  refugees 
from  Ethiopia  and  Eritrea  living  in  the 


AIDS  &  DRUGS 


photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

The  problems  of  drug  abuse  in  the  Tenderloin  and  AIDS  come  together  in  the 
person  of  Wes  North,  above.  North,  a  former  addict  who  is  dying  of  AIDS,  has 
spent  the  last  month  chained  to  the  old  Federal  Building  at  UN  Plaza,  part  of 
an  ongoing  vigil  demanding  federal  attention  to  the  AIDS  epidemic.  See 
stories,  page  3. 


Bay  Area  and  the  couple  hundred  that 
make  their  home  in  the  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market. 

Eritrea  has  suffered  decades  of  war 
in  a  dispute  as  to  whether  it  is  an 
independent  nation  or  a  province  of 
Ethiopia,  in  spite  of  a  United  Nations- 
mandated  federation  of  the  countries 
as  two  autonomous  nations  Ethiopia 
annexed  Eritrea  in  1962. 

While  most  Americans  have  heard 
of  Ethiopia  because  of  the  terrible 
drought  that  has  ravaged  that  country, 
causing  massive  famine  and  attracting 
wide  media  coverage,  few  people  are 
aware  of  the  long-running  civil  war 
and  the  severe  economic  problems  that 
have  forced  the  exodus  of  thousands. 
These  problems  have  received  scant 

continued  on  page  16 


 December.  1985 

Homeless 
Shiver  in 
Winter  Rain 

by  Sam  Quinones 

It  IS  almost  8  p  m.  and  more  than 
40  men  are  lined  up  in  the  brisk 
San  Francisco  night,  outside  the 
St  Vincent  de  Paul  shelter  for  the 
homeless  on  Howard  Street,  Most 
already  have  a  place  reserved,  having 
gone  to  one  of  the  two  churches  where 
tickets  are  given  out. 

But  it's  early  and  there  are  many 
more  on  the  way.  The  shelter  can 
officially  hold  65  men  a  night.  Usually 
the  number  is  higher,  ^ 

St  Vincent  is  one  of  four  shelters 
the  city  funds  to  deal  with  the 
thousands  of  homeless  people  on  its 
streets.  These  days,  with  the  weather 
turning  rough,  they  are  full  and  must 
turn  people  away  every  night. 

"We're  packed  from  the  first  of  the 
month  to  the  last  of  the  month."  says 
Seth  Staley.  director  of  the  St.  Vmcent 
de  Paul  shelter,  "We're  full.  We're 
absolutely  full, " 

Accurate  estimates  of  the  number  of 
people  who  live  In  San  Francisco 
without  a  home  are  difficult  to  come 
by:  they  depend  on  the  weather  and 
when  welfare  checks  arrive  and  can 
never  be  exact  because  of  the  nature  of 
the  problem 

Judy  Schutzman.  a  representative  of 
the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Social  Services,  one  of  the  city 
agencies  charged  with  providing  for 
the  homeless,  says  she's  heard 
estimates  run  as  high  as  10.000,  She 
calls  estimates  of  4.000  to  5.000 
"realistic."  however 

Whatever  the  number,  the  effect 
this  winter  is  that  the  shelters  are 
over-extending  themselves.  "I  don't 

continued  on  page  4 


San  Francisco  Programs 
Teach  Adults  to  Read 


by  Alison  Shepard 

Maggie  Donovan  had  a  job  as  a 
hotel  desk  clerk.  It  was  a 
good  job  and  she  really 
enjoyed  working  the  switch- 
board. But  when  she  started  having 
trouble  taking  messages,  people  got 
mad  at  her.  She  got  frustrated  and 
after  a  month  on  the  job.  she  quit 

Donovan  (not  her  real  name),  a 
Tenderloin  resident,  cannot  read  or 
write  She  is  one  of  an  estimated  27 
million  adults  in  this  country  who  arc 
functionally  illiterate  —  they  cannot 
perform  the  necessary  reading  and 
writing  skills  necessary  for  day-to-day 
living.  Another  36  to  40  million  people 
are  able  to  read  and  write,  but  only 
wiih  difficulty.  These  statistics,  show- 
ing that  one  in  three  adult  Americans 
can  barely  read  and  write,  come  from 
Project  Read,  an  adult  literacy  pro- 
gram at  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library. 

Project  Read,  one  of  48  programs  in 
ifie  California  Literacy  Campaign,  was 


started  by  the  Friends  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Public  Library  in  1983  Volunteer 
tutors  provide  one  to-one  instruction 
for  students  throughout  the  city.  Olive 
Gamble,  the  program's  director,  says 
that  a  high  percentage  of  the  students 
are  from  the  Tenderloin  and  South  of 
Market,  although  no  exact  figures  are 
available. 

Federal  funding  is  not  readily  avail- 
able for  literacy  programs  despite  the 
fact  that  illiteracy  has  become  the  pet 
project  of  the  nation's  Second  Lady. 
Barbara  Bush,  In  a  recent  visit  to  San 
Francisco.  Bush  said  improving  lit- 
eracy would  not  cost  the  government 
any  money  "I  would  ask  people  to  help 
me;  1  know  I  could  get  them  to  help 
me,  ' 

Project  Read  did  receive  federal 
funding  for  the  first  year  as  a  "demon- 
stration" project.  After  that,  funding 
has  come  from  the  California  Library 
Services  Act  Future  funding  is  not 
clear,  although  Gamble  says  "there 
continued  on  page  tt 
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asfe  the  people  |  letters 


How  Do  You  Feel 
About  Christmas? 


by  Wade  Hudson 


Abdalla  Adofoadom 

When  I  was  a  boy  it 
was  alright  But  now  I 
think  it's  commercia- 
lized. People  should 
think  about  what  it 
really  means,  giving 
out  of  our  heart,  all 
days  of  the  year. 


Myron  Archie 

I '  m  going  home  for 
Christmas.  I  love  it. 
But  it  doesn't  snow 
here  1  love  the  holi- 
day spirit,  giving  and 
alt  that. 


Michael  Murphy 

I  think  it's  a  very  good 
time.  You're  celebra- 
ting the  birth  of 
Christ.  The  festivities 
bring  families  togeth- 
er. That  isn't  too  bad 
a  thing. 


Rizahna  Gatford 

I  II  be  very  happy  this 
Christmas  because  1 
just  won  my  lottery 
today  $500  I  want 
my  children  here.  It's 
not  complete  with 
them  far  from  me  in 
the  Philippines. 


Kamal  Hasan 

Myself  I'm  not  really 
into  It.  But  it's  good 
for  people  who  are. 
It's  commercial,  just 
for  people  to  make 
more  money.  Every 
day  is  Christmas  if 
you  really  enjoy  it. 


Heidi  Crawford 

1  think  it  should  be 
less  commercial  and 
more  familial,  a  cele- 
bration of  joy  and  life. 
It's  become  over- 
rated, the  commercial 
aspect. 


Andrew  Ritchie 

It  should  be  forbidden 
to  talk  about  Christ- 
mas before  December 
15,  It  should  be  an 
expression  of  sponta- 
neous joy  and  plea- 
sure rather  than 
something  you  build 
up  and  worry  about. 


tditoT  S  note  Folhwin3  last  month  's  story 
on  problems  in  the  Health  Department's 
drug  division,  the  Times  mailed  a  copy  to 
Mayor  Feinstein  and  requested  an  inter- 
oiew.  Her  reply  follows. 

Editor. 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  the  most 
recent  issue  of  the  Tenderloin  Times 

My  staff  met  with  Dr  Tom  Peters 
several  months  ago  concerning  the  allega- 
tions regarding  BAART  and  CAL-Dctox 
that  have  had  public  testimony  both  at  the 
Health  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors and  the  Health  Commission. 

It  IS  my  understanding  that  the  Califor- 
nia Health  Services.  Department  of  Drugs 
is  investigating  the  alleged  fiscal  impro- 
prieties concerning  BAART  and  the  City 
Controller  is  conducting  an  audit  to  deter- 
mine the  correct  allocation  of  funds. 

Until  the  investigations  have  been 
completed,  any  comments  or  responses  to 
the  article  on  Community  Substance  Abuse 
Services  should  come  from  Dr.  Tom  Peters. 
Deputy  Director  of  Health  or  Dr  Phil  Lee. 
President  of  the  Health  Commission 

In  the  upcoming  budget  process  for  FY 
1986-87.  it  is  my  intention  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  budget  submitted  by  the 
Community  Substance  Abuse  Services.  It 
IS  my  hope  that  recent  management  staff 
changes   will   reflect   positively   on  the 
department's  budget  priorities. 
Sincerely  yours, 
Diannc  Feinstein 
Mayor 

Editor. 

The  letter,  "In  Defense  of  Refugees"  by 
Rev  Pihl  refers  to  a  letter  by  J  Moyer  in 
which  he  expresses  displeasure  with  the 
refugees  because  his  own  financial  situa- 
tion IS  tight 

I  am  a  native  Californlan  in  the  same 
plight  as  J.  Moyer  My  ancestors  have 
been  here  since  before  American  indepen- 
dence 

I  used  to  generally  feel  like  Moyer  in  that 
I  considered  it  unwise  to  allow  more 
refugees  in  when  we  ourselves  face 
shortages 

My  opinion  changed  after  coming  to  San 
Francisco  Since  being  here  for  two  years,  I 
have  witnessed  the  S  E  Asians  to  be 
pleasant,  cheerful,  hardworking,  ambitious 
and  diligent 

I  admire  and  commend  their  resource- 
fulness I  may  not  be  doing  well  myself  and 
it's  due  to  my  own  shortcomings  and 
personal  problems,  but  these  refugees  are 
working  hard  and  achieving  something 
they  have  earned  and  deserved 

Culture  shock  is  hard  to  deal  with 
between  American  and  European  culture; 
between  Asian  and  American  culture,  it  is 
all  the  more  difficult. 

J.  Walsh 


Silen  Nhok 

It  makes  me  feel 
homesick.  We  used  to 
have  a  New  Year  in 
Cambodia.  We  used 
to  go  everywhere  and 
celebrate,  But  over 
here  we  don't  feel  like 
a  New  Year.  We're 
very  small  here. 


Herrington's 

9  Jones,  San  Francisco 

The  Friendly  Irish  Bar  &  Restaurant 


Sea  Food 
Exotic  Dishes 
Orders  to  Go 


Continental  Cuisine  ^ 
Daily  Specials 
Great  Bar 


Noy^  serving  Sunday  Champagne  Brunch  11-3 
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Editor. 

Please  pardon  the  pun,  but  one  of  my  pet 
peeves  is  the  "NO  PETS"  proclamations 
sprinkled  much  too  generously  in  the  main- 
stream press  classifieds 

I'm  one  of  those  Tenderloin  residents 
who  occasionally  become  dreamy  and 
imagine  for  a  moment  I  might  actually  find 
a  decent  place  to  live  at  an  affordable  price. 
Such  places  don't  really  exist,  but  it's 
human  nature  to  keep  trying  The  real 
estate  market  is  something  beyond  human 
nature,  but  that's  another  subject  for 
another  time 

People  with  pets  —  not  just  Tender- 
loinians  — will  notice  what  could  easily  pass 
as  a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  many  city 
landlords  to  do  away  with  pets  all  together 

It's  no  secret  that  if  you're  in  a  "studio" 
in  the  $300  $400  range,  and  the  roof  hasn't 
caved  in  yet.  you're  bound  to  stay. 

Scanning  the  Examiner  ads  I  did  find  a 
studio  (read  walk-in  closet)  at  a  mere  $425. 
Location  Polk  and  Post  (Imagine  the 
serenity)  You  pay  PG&E  and  "Sorry,  no 
pets  ' '  Another  bargain  rents  at  $424  (Why 
not  424  01'')  for  "One  quiet  person,  no 
pet  '*  It  may  be  just  the  place  for  a  petless 
monk. 

I  did  find  a  few  actually  welcoming  a  pet 
One  ad  screamed.  "Bring  pet"  I  wonder 
what  the  catch  is.  Some  mention  cat  O  K 
Even  in  the  $600  and  up  range  you  find  the 
no  pel  threats  For  all  the  ones  who  tell  you 
NO  in  bold  black.  I  wonder  how  many  of 
those  who  don't  will  drop  the  good  news 
when  you  call  to  inquire  They  may  act 
shocked  that  you  didn't  just  take  it  for 
granted  no  pets  were  allowed  Would  you 
blink  twice  if  you  found  one  or  two  who 
politely  informed  you  "Yes.  but  it's  $25 
extra  for  the  cat?" 

Here's  a  stately  mention  at  $1,095  per 
month:  "Pets  on  approval. "'  I  guess  that's 
belter  than  flatly  no  pets  at  all. 

The  most  pricely  pad  mentioned  goes  for 
$2300  a  month  and  it  doesn't  mention  pets 
For  that  price  I  would  expect  to  be  able  to 
bring  Killer,  my  pet  Scorpion,  and  Cal,  my 
Cobra 

It  s  only  down  the  road  when  ads  will 
read  "Meat  eaters  only,  no  caffeine, 
native  California  in  young  urban  profes- 
sional range.  For  consideration  and 
possible  interview  please  send  resume  and 
dossier  to  Diamond  Castles.  I  park  Place" 

Where  will  it  all  end' 
Preston  Brady  III 
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We're  in  your 
neighborhood. 
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10%  discount 
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BUDGET 

Quality  Word  Processing 
for  thrifty  people 

552-4150 

Budget  Typing  Service  of  Sui  rrancUco 
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Editor. 

Your  November  issue  touches  the  tip  of 
our  city  drug  problem  with  your  fine 
article,  "Scandal  Hits  Drug  Program." 

As  a  fourth  generation  San  Franciscan, 
retired  law  enforcement  officer,  SFPD 
Environmental  Control  Coordinator  and 
present  member  of  the  Advisory  Commit- 
tee on  Drug  Abuse,  I  can  assure  you  that 
during  my  tenure  everything  will  be  done 
to  set  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
Drug  Division  on  line  with  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Many  people  are  looking  forward  to  your 
December  article  Perhaps  you  can  touch 
on  the  subject  of  treatment  for  teens  or 
young  adults  and  the  lack  of  city  programs 
for  their  growing  problems  with  drugs  and 
alcohol 

Keep  up  the  fine  work.  There  are  many 
interesting  facts  yet  to  be  diS(iovered  which 
impugn  the  current  drug  programs  and 
their  effectiveness  in  San  Francisco 
Sincerely, 
Richard  Bodisco 


Readers  are  encouraged  to  send 
letters  to  Editor.  Tenderloin 
Times.  25  Taylor.  S.F.,  CA.  94102 
by  the  20th  of  each  month.  Letters 
should  be  signed  and  may  be 
edited  by  the  Times. 
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Month-Old  Vigil  Demands  Federal  Response  to  AIDS 


by  Daphne  Wysham 

As  the  rain  pelted  down  on-  the 
canvas  tent  overhead.  Jack 
Hannah  stopped  his  talcs  of 
Vietnam  days  and  fixed  his  eyes 
on  a  mosquito  hovering  in  the  semi 
darkness 

"I  took  a  lot  of  lives  back  in  ■68,"' 
Hannah  said.  "The  Army  made  me 
take  a  stand  This  is  the  first  time  I've 
wanted  to  take  a  staiid  — this  time  it 
comes  to  saving  lives  — not  taking 
them 

Hannah  is  one  of  a  growing  number 
of  people  who  are  taking  a  stand 
among  a  small  cluster  of  trees  and 
tents  on  the  lawn  across  from  the  old 
Federal  building  in  the  United  Nations 
Plaza,  where  people  with  AIDS  and  a 
related  coTidition  called  ARC  lie  on 
makeshift  beds,  chaitied  to  the  doors 
in  protest, 

"People  don't  realize  that  it's  not 
just  a  gay  disease."  Hannah  says. 

The  ARC/AIDS  vigil,  now  in  its 
second  month,  began  in  late  October 
in  an  effort  to  get  the  government  to 
provide  more  funding  to  assist  people 

afflicted  with  ARC  or  AIDS-Related 
Condition 

"For  every  person  with  AIDS,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  are  ten  others 
with  ARC."  says  Holly  Smith  of  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation, 

Though  a  relatively  small  number  of 
people  have  actually  died  from  the 
disease,  the  condition  is  chronic  and 
debilitating,  causing  weight  loss, 
swollen  glands,  exhaustion,  fevers, 
night  sweats,  diarrhea  and  severe 
nausea  And  while  these  conditions 
often  lead  to  the  loss  of  employment, 


Putting  their  bodies  on  the  line  at  the  A 
Building  at  U,N.  Plaza  are  (left  to  right 
Mclure, 

people  suffering  from  the  condition  are 
not  eligible  for  disability  benefits. 

"The  plight  of  people  with  ARC  is 
the  same  as  that  of  people  with  AIDS 
one  and  a  half  years  ago."  says  Smith 

Jay  Young,  a  person  with  AIDS  who 
IS  part  of  the  vigil's  "family,"  cautions 
that  it  IS  not  so  much  the  disease  but 
the  ignorance  about  it  that  is  the 


IDS/ARC  vigil  outside  the  old  Federal 
)  Dennis  Dunbar.  Wes  North  and  Fred 
photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

gravest  danger  to  the  community, 
"One  man  walked  by  the  other  day 
with  a  hanky  over  his  mouth."  Young 
laughed,  "They  don't  realize  how  hard 
it  is  to  get  AIDS,"  he  says. 

The  protestors  are  demanding  that 
the  government  release  $500  million  — 
the  equivalent  of  one  hour  of  federal 
spending -for  AIDS  research  and 
treatment  and  that  the  FDA  allow  the 


prescription  of  experimental  AIDS 
drugs-easily  obtained  in  countries 
like  France  and  Mexico  — by  people 
With  ARC  and  AIDS  in  the  United 
States. 

While  support  from  the  community 
IS  growing,  not  all  reaction  to  the  vigil 
has  been  positive  Early  in  the  vigil, 
there  were  two  separate  occasions 
when  city  workers  supervised  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  directed 
water  hoses  used  in  street  cleaning 
onto  the  sleeping  protestors,  worsen- 
ing one  protestor's  already  fragile 
condition  of  pneumonia 

There  was  also  an  incident  where 
three  of  the  protestors  were  assaulted 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  for  treatment 
of  bruises  and  lacerations  Ironically 
two  of  the  three  were  heterosexual 
sympathizers  like  Jack  Hannah 

In  November,  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors passed  a  resolution  supporting 
the  vigil  and  a  wide  range  of  people 
from  the  gay  and  straight  communities 
have  provided  tents,  blankets,  and 
pillows,  and  make  sure  there  is  food 
for  the  protestors 

"One  woman  brought  by  ten  gallons 
of  chili  and  some  salad,"  said  Jay 
Young.  Yet.  Young  admits  that  all  of 
the  protestors  are  putting  themselves 
at  great  risk  remaining  outdoors,  24 
hours  a  day,  "But."  asks  Young, 
"what  sort  of  a  statement  would  a 
bunch  of  healthy  people  out  here  be 
making?" 

The  protestors,  who  have  been 
holding  the  vigil  since  October  27  are 
vowing  to  stay  at  the  Plaza,  chained  to 
the  doors  of  the  Federal  building  until 
the  government  agrees  to  meet  their 
demands. 


City  Programs  Not  Meeting  Need 

Speed  Use  Plagues  the  Tenderloin 


by  Dennis  Conkin 

If  anyone  knows  the  drug  scene  in 
the  Tenderloin,  it  is  Wes  North. 
When  North,  a  31-year-old  gay 
man.  reached  the  point  this  year 
where  he  believed  that  his  drug 
problem  was  unmanageable,  he  was 
"shooting"  over  $300  worth  of  "speed' 
(methamphetamme)  a  week.  "I  was 
really  scared.  I  knew  I  c^ldn't  keep 
living  that  way,"  he  says. 

So.  after  a  16-year  battle  with  drugs. 
North  decided  to  seek  help  His  first 
few  tries  at  locating  a  treatment  center 
were  unsuccessful.  "Nobody  would 
see  me  because  I  was  a  "speed  freak.' 
They  told  me  that  they  couldn't  help 
me  because  I  wasn 't  using  heroin. ' '  he 
says. 

Eventually,  however.  North  found 
the  help  he  needed  and  started  on  the 
rocky  road  to  recovery.  Today,  he  is 
'clean'  and  taking  life  one  day  at  a 
time,  Yet.  neither  he  nor  his  doctors 
are  sure  just  how  many  days  he  has 
left,  A  few  months  ago.  North  learned 
that  he  is  dying  of  AIDS. 

Wes  North's  tragic  story  may  seem 
extreme  In  fact,  it  is  not.  Drug  abuse 
experts  say  that  more  hard  core  drug 
users  live  in  the  Tenderloin  than  in 
any  other  area  of  the  city.  And  the 
drug  they  abuse  most  often,  according 
to  these  experts,  is  speed, 

'The  Tenderloin  has  the  highest  per 
capita  concentration  of  hard  core  intra- 
venous drug  users  in  the  city."  says 
Dr,  Jon  Newmeyer.  a  researcher  with 
the  Haight  Ashbury  Free  Medical 
Clinic. 

Dr  Harvey  Feidman  is  the  director 
of  a  federally-funded  study  that  is 
examining  drug  use  in  several  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods.  Researchers 
for  the  study  have  been  interviewing 
Tenderloin  drug  users  and  community 
workers  for  the  past  two  months, 

"The  indication  is  that  speed  is  the 
major  drug  used  in  the  Tenderloin," 
Feidman  told  the  Times,  "'I  don't  want 
to  minimize  that  tht-re  is  a  heroin 
scene  but  the  reports  we  get  ... 


IS 


indicate   that    the    speed  scene 
larger 

An  analysis  of  coroners'  office 
statistics  compiled  by  the  city's  drug 
division  reveals  an  almost  600  percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  ampheta- 
mine-related deaths  and  a  2350 
percent  increase  in  the  number  of 
cocaine-related  deaths  in  San  Francis- 
co between  1977  and  1984.  During  that 
same  period,  the  number  of  heroin- 
related  deaths  declined  by  30  percent. 

But  Feidman  and  other  drug  experts 
charge  that  the  ctty  is  paying  little 
attention  — and  devoting  few  resources 
—  to  the  problem  of  speed  abuse. 

The  city  allocates  almost  half  of  its 
$5,5  million  drug  budget  to  heroin 
programs,  most  of  it  for  methadone 
treatment.  Until  recently,  there  were 
no  drug  programs  in  the  city  that 
specifically  targeted  speed  users. 
Recently.  $27,000  was  diverted  from 
methadone  treatment  and  given  to 
18th  Street  Services  for  a  new  program 
serving  gay  male  speed  shooters 

"It's  a  paltry  sum."  said  Advisory 
Committee  on  Drug  Abuse  member 
Richard  Bodisco.  a  "straight"  former 
police  officer,  who  was  instrumental  in 
arranging  the  transfer  of  the  funds 
The  money  was  shifted  after  Mayor 
Feinstein's  intervention  and  over  the 
objections  of  former  drug  administra- 
tor Nancy  Presson.  objections  that 
Bodisco  called  ""an  incredible  insult  to 
the  gay  community." 

The  only  other  '  city  funded  drug 
treatment  program  serving  speed 
users  IS  the  .Haight  Ashbury  Free 
Clinic's  Drug  Detoxification  program 

Unsafe  at  Any  Speed 

According  to  Dr.  Darryl  Inaba.  the 
director  of  the  Haight  Clinic's  detox 
program,  the  term  speed'  refers  to  a 
stimulatory  drug.  |n  the  Tenderloin, 
the  two  most  common  forms  are 
methamphetamine  sulfate  or 

"crank."  and  methamphetamine  hyd 
rochloride  or  "crystal"  Both  are  white 
powders  and  are  usually  inhaled  or 
injected. 


Speed  triggers  the  release  of 
hormones  which  stimulate  what  Inaba 
calls  the  "reward  centers  — those  parts 
of  the  brain  that  make  one  feel  alert, 
motivated  and  confident"  and  pro- 
duces an  intense  "rush"  of  extreme 
pleasure 

The  problem.  Inaba  says,  is  that 
speed  depletes  the  body's  natural 
hormones  and  other  effects  — depres- 
sion, lethargy,  paranoia  and  exhaus- 
tion—develop, leaving  the  user 
burned  out  and  needing  more  speed  to 
keep  going. 

It  also  weakens  the  body's  immune 
systems,  leaving  users  more  suscepti- 
ble to  viral  infections  including  AIDS. 

Though  experts  believe  that  speed 
use  is  now  a  more  serious  problem  in 
the  Tenderloin  than  heroin,  heroin  use 
is  believed  to  have  increased  in  the  last 
three  years  after  a  several-year 
decline.  Last  year,  49  people  in  San 
Francisco  died  of  heroin  overdoses. 

Methadone  treatment  programs  in 
the  Tenderloin  are  full  and  have 
waiting  lists  and  the  police  continue  to 


raid  and  confiscate  heroin  from 
Tenderloin  street  dealers. 

Another  pattern  of  drug  abuse  that 
IS  causing  increasing  concern  among 
drug  experts  and  counselors  is  "poly- 
drug  abuse"  among  people  who  Cy 
Carter,  director  of  Inner  City  Outpa- 
tient Services,  a  drug  program  on  Turk 
Street,  calls  '^'garbage-can  users." 

According  to  Carter  and  others, 
most  drug  users  today  are  combining 
their  poisons,  using  different  drugs  in 
different  combinations  depending  on 
what's  available  and  what's  desired. 

"If  they  can't  get  heroin,  they'll 
take  street  methadone,  if  they  can't 
score  methadone,  they'll  take  demerol 
or  codeine  or  valium  or  even  ritaiin." 
Carter  said. 

Speedballing  (combining  heroin 
with  either  cocaine  or  amphetamines) 
IS  very  common,  as  is  using  alcohol  to 
level  off 

Tenderloin  Treatment 

There  are  two  drug  programs  in  the 
Tenderloin:  Bay  Area  Addiction  Re- 
search and  Treatment/California  De- 
toxification Program ,  a  methadone 
detoxification  and  maintenance  pro- 
gram currently  under  investigation  bv 
a  variety  of  citv  and  state  agencies  for 
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City  Shelters  Overflowing 


continued  from  page  1 

remember  a  night  when  wc  didn't 
have  at  least  one  or  two  turnaways. 
even  in  the  best  weather.'"  says  John 
Lundell.  the  coordinator  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army  shelter  on  Eddy  Street 

These  days.  Lundell  says,  he 
routinely  turns  away  10  or  20.  St. 
Vincent  averages  10  turnaways  a 
night-  So  docs  Hospitality  House,  the 
last  shelter  to  close  at  night 

The  four  city-funded  shelters  toge- 
ther house  about  300  people  a  night-  In 
addition,  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  also  runs  a  hotel  program, 
providing  room  for  about  240  homeless 
families,  and  places  another  150  to  200 
single  people  in  rooms  for  a  night  or 
two. 

Waiting  in  line  outside  "Vinny's." 
as  the  St,  Vincent  shelter  is  known,  is 
"William,"  33  years  old.  Looking 
around  at  the  men  lining  up  in  front  of 
the  shelter.  William  explains  that  they 
all  have  different  reasons  for  being 
there.  "Some  of  them  are  scared  of 
being  in  a  room  by  themselves,  some 
of  them  don't  have  no  income  at  all. 
They  eat  out  of  garbage  cans."  These 
people  can't  even  get  General  Assis- 
tance because  they  have  no  identifi- 
cation papers,  he  says.  In  many  ways, 
they  don't  even  exist, 

William  himself  gets  General  Assis- 
tance but  his  check  won't  cover  his 
rent  so  he  works  under  the  table.  The 
work  is  so  menial  he  can't  stand  it; 
then  his  dritiking  problem  kicks  in 

The  supervisor  at  St.  Vincent's 
tonight  is  Dave  Worthington.  a 
33-year-old  recovered  alcoholic  who 
talks  openly  about  his  past.  Tonight  is 
his  16-month  anniversary  of  being 
clean  after  a  few  years  of  being  on  the 
streets,  eating  from  dumpsters  and 
drinking.  "This  keeps  me  remem- 
bering what  it  was  like,"  he  says  of  his 
work  at  the  shelter. 

Worthington  is  mad  People  and  the 
news  media  in  this  town  don't  care 
about  the  homeless,  he  says.  "They 
care  more  about  Humphrey  (the 
whale)  than  they  do  , about  people 
starving  to  death." 

The  shelter  doors  open  and  the 
crowd  outside,  by  now  double  its 
earlier  size,  surges  forward.  "Hold 
on."  cries  a  voice.  "Everybody's 
going  to  get  in," 

"Dave's  one  of  the  best  ones," 
William  says.  'He  won't  turn  nobody 
away  if  he  can  help  it," 

A  profile  of  San  Francisco's  home- 
less population  is  difficult  to  draw 
because  it  is  so  diverse.  Still,  accord- 
ing to  city  officials  and  shelter 
workers,  more  than  half  arc  men 
between  18  and  35  years  old.  About  30 
percent  of  them  are  Vietnam  veterans. 
80  percent  of  whom  have  honorable 
discharges  Homeless  women  arc 
older,  averaging  about  40  to  45  years 
of  age  Each  night  some  240  families. 
650  people  in  all.  are  housed  by  the 
city  in  hotels. 

At  the  Episcopal  Sanctuary  on 
Eighth  Street,  the  only  city  shelter 
prepared  to  accept  the  handicapped, 
about  20  percent  of  the  people  housed 
each  night  are  in  wheelchairs  or  on 


crutches. 

Don  Leonard  of  the  Mayor's  Crimi- 
nal Justice  Council,  which  administers 
the  shelter  program,  says  he's  seeing 
"an  increase  in  frail  and  elderly 
people"  Many,  he  says,  "are  pushed 
out  by  their  families  and  relatives. 
They're  also  unattractive  to  board- 
and-carc  operators"  who  are  facing 
higher  costs  and  budget  cutbacks, 

"Because  of  cutbacks,  you  tend  to 
take  people  who  will  present  the 
fewest  problems."  Leonard  says. 
Proposition  13,  he  adds,  has  resulted 
in  smaller  budgets  for  social  services 
agencies,  stretching  them  even  thin- 
ner at  a  time  when  more  people  are  in 
need 

Another  barometer  of  the  homeless 
problem  in  San  Francisco  arc  the  free 
soup  kitchens  Father  Floyd  Lotito, 
director  of  St.  Anthony's  Dining 
Room,  says  his  dining  hall  has  been 
serving  about  2400  people  a  day  in 
November  and  for  Thanksgiving 
served  more  than  3500. 

Glide  Memorial  Church  reopened  its 
food  program  recently  after  a  two- 
month  hiatus  for  renovation  Using 
only  word-of-mouth  to  announce  the 
reopening.  Glide  attracted  2000  its 
first  night  and  more  than  2300  by  the 
third.  "If  that  keeps  up,"  says  director 
Claudius  "Dusty"  Williams.  "I  don't 
know  how  we're  going  to  do  it  because 
we  don't  have  that  kind  of  money," 

Outside  the  St.  Vincent  dc  Paul 
shelter  the  crowd  is  finally  gone  and 
Dave  Worthington  looks  around  with 
frustration.  It's  cold  and  he's  had  to 
turn  away  20  men.  There  are  85  men 
inside  There  just  wasn't  room  for  any 
more. 

"They've  still  got  to  have  more 
shelters  for  the  men,"  he  says.  "This 
is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg." 

At  Sansome  and  Market  streets,  a 
small  town  is  erected  each  night.  Six 
people  sleep  on  benches,  plastic 
tarpaulin  and  cardboard  their  only 

If  you  don't  get  into  a  shelter,  you're 
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on  the  streets  for  the  night.  Walk 
through  the  streets  of  San  Francisco, 
and  the  Tenderloin  in  particular,  and  it 
quickly  becomes  apparent  that  the  city 
is  a  makeshift  campground  for  those 
with  no  home 

protection  from  the  rain.  Another 
three  are  underneath  the  overhangs 
that  jut  out  from  a  bank. 


Waiting  in  line  in  front  of  the 
Hospitality  House  shelter  on  Leaven- 
worth Street  is  Frank  Molnar.  Molnar 
IS  38  and  came  to  America  from 
Hungary  in  1956  at  the  age  of  9. 

"I've  been  standing  in  line  since  10 
o'clock."  he  says  "If  I  don't  get  in.  I 
guess  I'll  walk  the  streets  like  I  did  the 
last  two  nights."  Because  of  this. 
Molnar  says  he's  had  only  20  minutes 
sleep  in  two  days. 

Molnar  has  been  in  San  Francisco 
for  about  6  weeks  and  has  waited  in 
line  at  Hospitality  House  several  times 
without  getting  in.  He's  been  looking 
for  work  in  construction  or  plumbing. 
He  says  he  has  skills,  but  "if  you  go  in 
looking  like  this,  nobody  wants  to  hire 
you, " 

The  line  of  people  outside  Hospitali- 
ty House  file  into  the  shelter.  Molnar 
is  in  the  "standby  line,"  hoping  to  get 
in.  But  by  the  luck  of  the  draw,  he 
loses  the  "Leavenworth  Street  lot- 
tery" and  is  passed  over  again.  The 
shelter  goes  over  its  quota  of  80.  but 
still  only  seven  of  the  19  on  standby 
get  in. 

Molnar  says  he's  going  to  spend  the 
night  walking.  He  can't  sleep  in  the 
cold.  Tomorrow,  when  it's  warmer, 
he'll  try  to  find  himself  a  good  park 
bench. 

"It's  a  little  depressing,  but  what 
the  hell  you've  got  to  take  the  good 
with  the  bad."  Only  thing  is,  he  says, 
"there  ain't  been  much  good  lately." 
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Waiting  in  line  at  Hospitality  House.  The  men  on  the  left  have  ttieir 
bed-for-the-night  reserved,  those  on  the  right  will  draw  lots  for  the  remaining 
spaces.  One  of  the  losers  this  night  was  Frank  Molnar,  leaning  on  nieie- 
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Homeless  Women's  Special  Plight 


by  Polly  Leider 

Lorraine  spent  last  winter  in  St 
Anthony's  shelter  for  homeless 
women  when  she  was  fortunate 
enough  to  find  an  empty  bed 
there  On  other  nights,  when  the 
shelters  were  full,  she  made  her  bed 
among  the  shrubs  in  Golden  Gate 
park,  huddling  in  the  blankets  against 
the  bitter  cold  and  eating  out  of 
garbage  cans. 

There,  in  addition  to  the  constant 
discomforts  of  cold  and  hunger, 
Lorranie  was  plagued  by  fears  of 
random  violence,  the  kind  that  occa- 
sionally strikes  other  transients  who 
make  the  park  their  home. 

Now.  with  winter  here  once  again. 
Si  Anthony's  small  shelter  is  full  to 
capacity  every  night  and  is  often 
forced  to  turn  five  or  six  women  into 
the  night. 

Father  Floyd  Lotito,  director  of  St 
Anthony's  Dining  Room,  says  he's 
noticed  a  major  increase  in  the  number 
of  women  and  children  eating  at  the 
free  food  program.  "Ten  years  ago, 
we'd  have  50  women  and  children  {a 
day)."  Lotito  told  the  Times.  "Now 
we're  approaching  600 

Lorraine,  a  vivacious  and  alert 
woman,  fit  for  her  47  years,  is  frus- 
trated at  being  one  of  these  depressing 
statistics 

For  the  past  two  years  she  has  been 
unable  to  find  a  job,  in  spite  of  her  past 
work  experience,  which  includes  bar- 
tending, working  for  a  messenger 
service,  and  tending  an  elderly  stroke 
patient. 

"I'm  the  most  miserable  person," 
she  said.  "I'm  employable  but  I  can't 
get  past  the  professional  bump 
game . ' ' 

Raised  in  a  strict,  lower-middle  class 
environment,  Lorraine  dropped  out  of 
college  to  participate  in  competitive 
roIJer  derby  with  the  Bay  Bombers 
She  married  at  the  age  of  21  but  was 
divorced  with  no  children  at  24,  Today, 
she  blames  her  troubles  on  the  society 
that  she  feels  has  let  her  down. 

Despite  the  efforts  St.  Anthony's 
makes  to  provide  a  safe  environment. 
Lorraine  says  she  doesn't  feel  secure 
there  The  tension  that  frequently 
escalates  between  the  women  often 
makes  her  uncomfortable.  "When 
there's  a  bad  day  on  the  streets,  we're 
all  at  each  other's  throats  here."  she 
explained  "It's  the  nervousness." 

Alfa  Zadkiel,  a  St.  Anthony's 
monitor,  says  that  "it's  much  harder 
tor  homeless  women  to  get  by  than  it  is 
for  men  Women  in  this  situation  are 
more  vulnerable  than  men." 

For  women  in  particular,  life  on  the 
streets  takes  a  heavy  toll,  wearing 
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This  cardboard-box  city  at  Sansome  and  Market  is  one  of  many  make-shift 
homes  for  the  homeless.  


them  down,  sapping  their  strength  and 
their  sense  of  dignity  and  pride.  "They 
feel  like  they  are  abandoned,"  says 
Zadkiel.  "like  they  are  of  no  use  " 

Even  after  two  years  at  St,  An- 
thony's. Lorraine  has  made  few 
friends  there.  She  sits  aloof  and 
reserved,  resentful  and  frustrated  at 
her  plight,  "The  city  is  ignoring  us, 
the  street  people,"  she  said.  "We're 
forgotten;  all  we  have  is  a  sanctuary.  1 
feel  I  have  just  about  as  much  right  to 
a  place  to  live  as  anyone  else.  When 
will  my  turn  come  up?" 

Consuelo  Pena  has  been  homeless 
since  she  was  evicted  from  her 
apartment  in  September.  Every  day 
she  is  one  of  the  first  to  arrive  at  St. 
Anthony's  to  be  assured  of  getting 
space  Although  Consuelo  has  lived  in 
San  Francisco  all  of  her  55  years,  she 
has  no  friends  who  can  offer  her  a 
place  to  stay 

For  her,  living  at  St.  Anthony's  has 
been  a  difficult  transition  "I've  never 
lived  this  way  before,"  she  says,  "but 
It  feels  alright  at  the  shelter  It's 
comfortable  here.  It  usually  feels  safe 
although  sometimes  the  girls  get  in 
disputes." 

Consuelo  worked  at  Macy's  for  ten 
years  before  getting  married  at  the  age 
of  27  She  gave  up  her  job  and  had  five 


children,  but  her  husband  was  an 
alcoholic  and  couldn't  hold  down  a  job. 
The  family  went  on  AFDC.  but 
couldn't  make  ends  meet,  so  one  by 
one  their  children  left  their  parents  for 
foster  homes. 

Since  her  husband's  death  eight 
years  ago,  Consuelo  has  been  unable 
to  find  work,  "No  one  will  hire  me," 
she  says,  in  spite  of  her  ten  years 
experience  at  Macy's,  Consuelo's 
main  concern  is  that  she  beat  the 
crowds  to  St,  Anthony's  so  that  she 
will  not  have  to  spend  the  night  on  the 
streets. 

Since  the  change  of  seasons. 
Episcopal  Sanctuary  has  also  been  full 
to  capacity,  housing  an  average  of  60 
women  each  night  While  the  program 
is  sometimes  forced  to  turn  people 
away,  they  always  make  room  for 
single  women  and  the  frail  elderly. 

According  to  Steve  Suwalsky.  direc- 
tor of  the  Sanctuary's  rehabilitation 
program,  single  women,  more  than 
other  kinds  of  homeless  people, 
experience  severe  mental  problems 


He  attributes  this  in  part  to  the  heavier 
stress  and  trauma  that  women  on  the 
street  experience 

Suwalsky  credits  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  with  addressing  the  problem 
of  homelessness  more  forcefully  than 
either  the  state  or  federal  govern- 
ments. "The  City  is  a  leader  in  this 
work,"  he  says. 

Despite  the  city's  efforts,  St. 
Anthony's  Alfa  Zadkiel  sees  little 
improvement  in  the  situation  of 
homeless  women.  And  right  now.  with 
the  shelters  full  and  the  weather  cold, 
he  says.  "A  lot  of  women  (are) 
sleeping  on  the  sidewalks  and  in  the 
doorways.  And  it's  worse  now  than  in 
past  years." 

Powell  Hotel 
Tenants  Win  Big 

by  Michael  Wood 

In  early  November,  ten  tenants  of 
the  Powell  Hotel  were  awarded 
$165,000  by  a  mumcipal  court  jury  for 
inconveniences  suffered  during  the 
renovation  of  the  hotel 

Complaints  included  lack  of  heat, 
water  and  elevator  service,  workmen 
coming  through  bathroom  windows 
while  in  use,  and.  as  Phil  Ashwood 
testified,  "everything  imaginable  left 
in  the  hallways."  including  paint, 
large  quantities  of  debris,  pipes,  and 
almost  continual  dust  in  the  air. 

Prior  to  this  suit.  22  Powell  Hotel 
tenants  went  before  the  Rent  Board 
and  received  a  reduction  in  rents  over 
a  lO  month  period,  amounting  to  over 
$30,000 

The  tenants  were  represented  by 
Randy  Shaw  and  Sandra  Gartzman  of 
the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  Com- 
menting on  the  case,  Shaw  said. 
"Finally,  a  group  of  ten  long  term 
residents  of  the  Powell  Hotel  did  what 
no  other  residential  hotel  tenants  have 
ever  done  sued  their  landlords  for 
substandard  living  conditions  and 
forced  the  landlords  to  defend  their 
conduct  in  court." 

The  defendants  were  represented  by 
William  Gwire.  of  Kaplan,  Russin. 
Vecchi.  Eytan  and  Collins,  and  by 
Clifford  Malaone.  Neither  were  avail- 
able for  comment 
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^nsuela  Pena  bides  time  at  St.  Anthony's  drop-in  Center  for  Homeless 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  ABOUT 
COOPERATIVE  LIVING? 

Check  out  the  Aarti  Cooperative: 

•  a  40  room  residential  hotel,  391  Leavenworth 

•  3  community  kitchens 

•  roof  garden 

•  family-type  atmosphere 

•  a  good  mix  of  interesting  people 

•  moving  towards  self-management 

•  five  hours  volunteer  work  per  week  required 

For  more  information,  come  to  an  Introductory 
Meeting  Dec.  1,  Dec.  15  or  Dec.  29,  8  p.m.,  or  call 
SS'S-O^S^  foffice!  or  885-6819  (messages)  \ 


A1€0H0L,  DRUGS 

AND  AIDS 


There  is  growing  evidence 
of  a  significant  connection 
between  AIDS  and  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse.  Substance 
abuse  is  an  issue  we  can  no 
longer  afford  to  ignore. 

Drugs  and  alcohol  don't 
cause  AIDS.  AIDS  is  caused 
by  a  virus.  But  there  are 
at  least  three  ways  in  which 
alcohol  and  drugs  can 
increase  your  chances  of 
getting  AIDS. 

First,  alcohol  and  drugs 
depress  the  immune  system 
and  make  you  more  suscep- 
tible to  disease.  Alcohol, 
marijuana,  speed,  cocaine, 
poppers,  and  other  recrea- 
tional chemicals  lower  your 
resistance  to  disease.  In 
some  research  studies,  pop- 
pers have  been  implicated 
in  increasing  the  risk  of  KS. 
Drugs  and  alcohol  weaken 
your  health.  They  increase 
stress  rather  than  relieve  it 
and  help  the  AIDS  virus  over- 
come your  body's  defenses. 

Second,  alcohol  and 
drugs  reduce  your  ability  to 
stick  to  judgments  about 
whal  s  safe  and  what  isn't. 
A  huge  majority  of  gay  men 
in  San  Francisco  have  given 
up  Unsafe  Sex.  For  the 
relatively  few  who  haven't 
yet,  studies  demonstrate 
a  strong  correlation  between 


alcohol  and  drug  use  and 
Unsafe  Sex. 

Third,  sharing  IV  drug 
needles  transmits  the  AIDS 
virus  directly  from  the 
bloodstream  of  one  infected 
person  to  the  bloodstream 
of  another  If  you  do  take  the 
risk  of  using  IV  drugs,  don't 
share  needles!  It's  a  direct 
route  for  the  transmission  of 
AIDS.  There  are  thousands 
of  IV  drug  users  in  America 
with  AIDS,  and  probably 
other  thousands  who  are  still 
incubating  the  virus  and 
who  are  contagious.  Don't 
share  needles! 

According  to  experts  who 
treat  substance  abuse  among 
gay  men,  we  have  had  a 
major  epidemic  of  substance 
abuse  in  our  community 
for  years— so  much  so  that 
most  of  us  have  accepted 
substance  abuse  as  a  routine 
part  of  gay  life.  What  was 
once  routine,  however,  is  now 
deadly. 

If  you  want  confidential 
and  gay-sensitive  information 
about  substance  abuse  for 
yourself  or  for  a  friend,  help  is 
available.  Contact  Haight- 
Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic 
(drug-focused)  at  621-2014, 
Operation  Concern  (alcohol- 
focused)  at  626-7000,  or 
call  the  AIDS  Foundation's 


AIDS  HOTLINE,  863 -AIDS, 
for  a  referral. 

Remember: 

•  Sharing  needles  is 
dangerous.  Don't  share 
needles. 

•  Alcohol  and  drugs  depress 
the  immune  system. 
Protect  your  health. 

•  Getting  high  can  lead  to 
Unsafe  Sex  and  exposure 
(or  re-exposure)  to  the 
AIDS  virus. 

Now  is  the  perfect  time 
to  take  a  fresh  look  at  your 
own  use  of  alcohol  and 
drugs— and  to  get  some  help 
(often  free)  to  find  out  if 
you  have  a  drinking  or  drug 
problem  that  may  increase 
your  chances  of  getting  AIDS, 

SF 


AIDS 

FOUNDATION 


THE  SAN  FRANCISCO 
AIDS  FOUNDATION 

333  Valencia  St.  4th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  OA  94103 

415-863-AIDS 
Toll  free  in 
Northern  California: 
800-FOR-AIDS 

TDD:  415-864-6606 


Mdjot  funding  for  1  he  educdlional  pro^dm&ol  The  San  hramiMu  AIDS  Koundalion  li  provided  by  Ihe  San  franc isk.  licpartmcnl  <jI  Hublit  HejJih 
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In  Memory... 
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The  annual  candlelight  march  commemorating  the  murders  of  George 
Moscone  and  Harvey  Milk  took  on  a  special  focus  this  year  as  marchers  also 
honored  the  many  San  Franciscans  who  have  fallen  victims  to  AIDS, 


Festival  Lights  Up  the  'Loin 


in  short 


Toilet  Sit-in 

The  push  to  get  public  toilets  for  the 
downtown  area  will  be  dramatized 
with  a  sit-in  Friday.  December  13. 
"Seniors  citizens,  families  and  kids 
will  occupy  every  john  in  City  Hall  for 
fifteen  minutes, "  according  to  Joe 
Smith,  homeless  advocate,  who  also 
sjid  that  a  sizeable  number  of 
petitions  will  be  turned  in  to  the  mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  the 
same  day 

Seniors  Sought  for  TV 

The  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Public  Health  is  looking  for  seniors 
who  would  like  to  volunteer  their  time 
lo  produce  television-quality  video 
programs  that  will  "tell  the  story  of 
aging  in  San  Francisco,"  If  you  are 
over  55.  have  video  or  film  production 
experience  or  are  willing  to  make  a 
significant  commitment  of  time,  send  a 
letter  of  interest  to  Senior  Video,  c/o 
Senior  Information  and  Referral,  1182 
Market  St.  *212,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94102, 

The  Return  of  TLC 

The  Tenderloin  Childcare  Center's 
return  to  its  previous  Turk  Street 
location  has  been  delayed  by  difficulty 
the  new  owners  of  the  former  YMCA 
Hotel  have  had  in  obtaining  loans  for 
the  renovation.  But  Dick  Park,  Trave- 
ler's Aid  executive  director,  said  that  a 
representative  of  the  owner  assured 
him  that  guarantees  from  two  banks 
have  now  been  secured  and  financing 
should  be  completed  by  mid-Decem- 
ber. The  new  space  should  therefore 
be  ready  by  July.  Park  said.  In  the 
meantime,  the  center  will  remain  at 
Bethel  AME  Church  in  the  Western 
Addition, 

Low-cost  Eye  Exams 

Glaucoma  testing  for  adults  over  35 
will  be  offered  at  Health  Center  *4, 
1490  Mason  St..  Friday  December  13 
from  9  a.m.  to  10:30  a  m.  For  an 
appointment  call  558-3158.  There  is  a 
$1  fee 

Anti-apartheid  Drive 
Launched 

The  San  Francisco  Rainbow  Coali- 
tion is  hosting  a  reception  Friday, 
December  6  marking  the  "kick-off"  of 
a  five-month  long  anti-apartheid  fund- 
raising  drive  The  coalition  is  extend- 
ing a  public  invitation  to  the  event, 
which  will  take  place  at  Queen  Adah 
Hall.  1390  Turk  (at  Fillmore)  from 
5:30-8:30  p  m.  Donations  to  the  '"Free 
South  Africa  Aid  Project"  will  be 
requested 

Refugees  Mark 
10  Years  in  U.S. 

An  impressive  gathering  of  refugee 
leaders,  federal  and  state  officials  and 
resettlement  workers  from  around  the 
country  gathered  in  San  Francisco  last 
month  to  assess  the  first  decade  of 
Southeast  Asian  life  in  America.  State 
and  federal  refugee  policies,  resettle- 
ment problems,  refugee  social  services 
needs  and  the  development  of  South- 


Lottery  magic  is  wearing  thin  in 
certain  quarters. 
The  day  after  Vo  Hai.  a  Vietnamese 
refugee  living  on  Sixth  Street,  won  $2 
million  on  a  ticket  purchased  with 
welfare  funds,  southern  Californian 
Assemblyman  Tom  Bane  introduced 
legislation  to  make  it  illegal  to  buy 
lottery  tickets  with  welfare  grants. 

The  Tenderloin- based  Center  for 
Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Resettle- 
ment, a  lottery  outlet  which  considers 
the  proposed  legislation  unfair  and 
unenforceable,  responded  by  taking 
down  their  sign  promoting  the  lottery 
The  Center's  business  manager, 
Ching  Wong,  concerned  that  Vo  Hai's 
winning  might  give  others  a  sense  of 


east  Asian  communities  were  among 
the  topics  of  discussion  at  the  three 
day  conference,  hosted  by  the  Univer- 
sity of  San  Francisco  and  organized  by 
the  Refugee  Resource  Center. 

Tenants  Organize, 
Educate,  Agitate 

The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coa- 
lition's Housing  Committee  is  on  the 
move  again.  The  Residential  Hotel 
Subcommittee  is  currently  reviewing 
proposed  legislation  which  would 
regulate  hotel  health  inspections.  The 
Southeast  Asian  Subcommittee  has 
begun  a  tenants'  rights  educational 
campaign  by  producing  a  multi-lingual 
flyer  which  committee  members  are 
disturbing  throughout  the  Tenderloin, 
Neighborhood  residents  with  housing 
problems  are  encouraged  to  come  to 
any  of  the  meetings,  Call  474-2164  for 
meeting  times  and  more  information 

Catholics  Boycott 

Campbells  Soup 

At  a  San  Francisco  meeting,  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Chari- 
ties agreed  to  endorse  a  boycott  of  the 
Campbell  Soup  Company  called  by  the 
Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee, 
The  conference,  the  largest  human 
services  organization  in  America, 
hopes  to  help  bring  pressure  on  the 
soup  manufacturer  to  enter  into  good 
faith  negotiations  with  the  union  to 
sign  a  labor  contract.  Products  pro- 
duced by  Campbell  and  its  subsidi- 
aries include  Pepperidge  Farm.  Vlasic. 
Prego.  Hanover  Trail.  V-8,  Franco- 
American  canned  foods.  Swanson 
frozen  foods,  and  Godiva  Chocolates 

TL  Fence  Busted 

Stolen  goods  worth  more  than 
$100,000  were  recovered  from  Kathy's 
Launderette  on  Eddy  Street,  according 
to  police,  Kathy  Quan,  40,  and  her 
mother.  Yung  Pon  Lai.  69.  were 
arrested  on  six  counts  each  for 
receiving  stolen  property.  Bail  was  set 
at  $15,000,  U  S.  Attorney  Joseph 
Russoniello  said  that  if  convicted  on  all 
counts,  they  could  face  up  to  35  years 
in  prison  and  fines  up  to  $1,750,000, 

Kids  Learn  And  Play  at  Glide 

Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  offers  learning  and  fun  at  the 
Tutoring  and  after-school  activity 
center.  Kids  age  6-16  are  invited  to 
participate  in  the  program  which 
meets  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays  form  3-7  p.m.  Games,  art 
and  individual  tutoring  are  included, 
For  more  information  contact  Tricia 
Brattan  at  Glide  Church.  330  Ellis, 
771-6303 

Don't  Burn  Your  Tree 

The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department 
has  issued  its  annual  recommenda- 
tions for  Christmas  fire  safety  Among 
their  suggestions  for  avoiding  holiday 
hazards:  1)  Keep  Christmas  trees 
away  from  any  heat  source.  2)  Be  sure 
your  tree  lights  have  the  Underwriters' 
Laboratories  label  and  double  check 
the  cord  for  signs  of  wear  and  tear. 
Discard  if  old  or  frayed.  3)  Do  not 
overuse  extension  cords  and  do  not 
place  them  under  rugs.  4)  Mount  the 
tree  in  a  stand  that  holds  water 


false  optimism  about  their  own 
chances,  commented;  "Southeast 
Asians  believe  in  fate  If  one  is 
destined  to  win.  buying  one  ticket  is 
enough.  If  one  is  destined  to  lose, 
buying  hundreds  will  not  give  him  a 
chance.  So  I  recommend  to  buy  one 
ticket  only." 

Other  players  and  observers  believe 
that  winners  are  few  in  number  and 
wonder  why  so  many  tickets  come 
close  with  two  units  matched  up. 

These  critics  suspect  that  the  pay-off 
on  the  lottery  is  much  lower  than 
gambling  in  Reno,  and  that  the  tickets 
are  designed  to  come  close  often 
without  winning  in  order  to  tease  and 
"hook"  players 


The  Tenderloin  Festival  of  Lights 
has  begun!  The  Festival's  symbol  will 
be  a  live  evergreen  tree  to  be  planted 
in  Boeddekcr  Park,  The  height  of  the 
tree  will  be  determined  by  contribu- 
tions from  the  community  of  no  more 
than  $1  00  The  official  lighting  will  be 
on  Tuesday.  December  17  at  5:00  p.m. 

Festival  activities  already  underway 
include  a  fundraising  flea  market 
scheduled  for  December  7  in  the  park 


The  following  are  free  Christmas 
dinners  open  to  the  public 

Saturday.  December  21,  11:30  am  — 
Canon  Kip.  705  Natoma,  Priority  will 
be  given  first  to  youth,  seniors  and 
families,  though  accomodations  will  be 
made  for  all  who  show  up, 

Tuesday.  December  24.  9  am-all  day 
-Glide  Church,  330  Ellis.  "Fifteen  of 
the  finest  restaurants  in  the  city  send 
chefs  down  here  and  they  cook  all  day. 


Getting  jobs  for  neighborhood  resi- 
dents at  the  Japan  Airlines  Hotel,  now 
under  construction  at  Mason  and 
O'Farrell  streets,  is  the  goal  of  the 
Tenderloin  Jobs  Coalition,  The  Coali- 
tion, which  represents  a  variety  of 
neighborhood  agencies,  claims  credit 
for  obtaining  about  20  percent  of  the 
jobs  at  the  Ramada  Rennaisance  Hotel 
for  Tenderloin  residents. 


As  the  holiday  season  approaches, 
the  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
is  busy  planning  a  special  dinner  to 
celebrate  the  year's  victories  Neigh- 
borhood rezoning.  Boeddeker  Park, 
the  Neighborhood  Fair,  the  strength- 
ening of  the  hotel  conversion  ordi- 
nance, and  the  March  for  Safer  Streets 
arc  just  a  few  of  the  accomplishments 


Lottery  officials  spoken  to  by  the 
Times  were  unable  to  comment  on 
these  issues 

Nevada  Gaming  Commission  repre- 
sentative Bill  Davenport,  however, 
told  the  Times  that  the  average 
pay-back  on  slot  machines  is  85 
percent,  and  a  Times  analysis  of  the 
California  Lottery  brochure  indicates 
that  the  lottery  pay-back  is  less  than  50 
percent. 


On  Saturday.  December  7,  from  2  pm 
on.  there  will  be  a  Rally  For  Life  at  the 
AIDS/ARC  vigil  featuring  musicians 
from  Rock  Against  AIDS,  comedians 
Danny  Williams  and  Margo  Gomez, 
the  Pony  Express  Cloggers,  and 
President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
John  Molinari, 


to  buy  gifts  for  shut-ins  and  the  handi- 
capped. Street  decorations  sponsored 
by  the  Concerned  Businesspersons  of 
the  Tenderloin  and  other  merchants 
will  brighten  Eddy  Street  from  Larkin 
to  Mason,  The  best  decorated  building 
within  that  zone  will  be  honored  with  a 
prize  Festival  activities  are  limited 
only  by  your  imagination;  for  more 
information  or  to  volunteer  your  time 
or  skills  contact  Don  Fceser  at 
474  2164. 


There's  no  telling  what  we  might  get. " 
Reverend  Cecil  Williams  told  the 
Times, 

Wednesday.  December  25,  lOam-all 
day  — St  Anthony's  Dining  Room,  121 
Golden  Gate,  Generous  portions  of 
turkey,  stuffing,  mixed  vegetables, 
candied  yams,  cranberry  salad,  tossed 
salad,  pumpkin  pie.  bread,  butter, 
coffee 


Coalition  member  Barbara  Arms  of 
Hospitality  House  said  the  group  was 
disappointed  that  they  were  unable  to 
obtain  more  Ramada  jobs  but  vows  to 
push  hard  with  Japan  Airlines  to 
improve  the  neighborhood's  numbers. 
The  Times  will  keep  readers  posted  on 
how  to  apply  for  jobs  if  an  agreement 
giving  Tenderloin  residents  preference 
is  worked  out. 


to  be  noted  at  the  NOMPC  Holiday 
Dinner,  set  for  Friday.  December  13. 

The  dinner  will  be  held  at  Knights' 
Restaurant,  363  Golden  Gate  Avenue, 
from  5:30-9:30  p  m.  All  members  and 
friends  of  the  Coalition  are  invited  to 
enjoy  a  gala  buffet  dinner  and  live 
entertainment  for  only  $6  ($7  non- 
members)  Purchase  tickets  at  the 
Coalition  office  at  295  Eddy  Street 

On  November  25,  close  to  300 
neighbors  rubbed  elbows  at  the  Coali- 
tion's Thanksgiving  Open  House, 
where  a  new  tradition  —Cambodian 
Turkey  Salad  — was  born!  The  Coali- 
tion signed  up  many  new  members  at 
the  event 


The  Heart  of  the  City  Farmers 
Market  is  looking  for  a  bookkeeper 
to  do  general  ledger,  payroll,  acct 
rec  .  acct  payable,  check  rec,  and 
computer  work  20  hours  per  week- 
Send  resume  and  salary  require- 
ments to  220  Golden  Gate  '719,  SF. 
94102 
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Lottery  Hopes  Sour  for  Some 


Free  Christmas  Dinners 


Jobs  for  the  Tenderloin 


Planning  Coalition  Celebrates 
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Combatting  Adult  Illiteracy 


continued  from  page  I 

has  lo  be  some  level  of  government 
support  in  partnership  with  indivi- 
duals, corporations,  and  small  busi- 
nesses." 

Sharon  Crater,  instructor  at  the  Adult 
Learning  Program  of  the  San  Francisco 
Community  College  system  says  that 
while  funding  has  never  been  easy, 
"Now  it's  the  worst  it's  been  in  a  long 
time  The  nrogram  provides  classes 
in  basic  reading,  writing  and  math,  as 
well  as  GED  preparation  courses. 
Because  of  the  number  of  people  using 
the  program,  there  is  a  great  need  for 
more  space,  more  teachers  and  more 
counseling  services.  The  program, 
says  Crater,  also  needs  some  tie-up 
with  vocational  and  job-training  ser- 
vices 

Literacy  projects  across  the  country 
are  producing  such  pamphlets  as 
'Functional  Illiteracy  Hurts  Busi- 
ness."' which  explains  how  businesses 
and  industries  are  losing  billions  of 
dollars  a  year  because  of  "low  produc- 
tivity, workplace  accidents,  absentee- 
ism and  poor  product  quality. ' ' 
Locally,  a  few  businesses  have  do- 
nated free  advertising  and  grants. 

Maggie  Donovan,  who  lives  in  a 
hotel  with  her  7-year-old  daughter,  is 
disabled  with  epilepsy.  Her  large 
lialian-Irish  family  branded  her  as 
having  "mental  problems"  and  sent 
her  to  an  orphanage  at  a  young  age. 

Every  square  inch  of  her  small  but 
immaculate  room  is  filled  with  stuffed 
animals,  games,  and  Cabbage  Patch 
dolls,  attestmg  to  her  devotion  to  her 
daughter  Donovan  saw  an  ad  for 
Project  Read  on  television  one  night, 
called  the  next  morning  and  now  has  a 
tutor  in  her  building.  She  is  motivated 
by  a  strong  desire  to  be  able  to 
parVicipatc  in  her  daughter's  learning 
process,  which  now  includes  compu- 
ters in  the  second  grade. 

While  her  daughter  is  in  school. 
Donovan  practices  her  spelling  with 
the  child's  "Speak  'n  Spell"  game,  or 
she  reads  along  to  cassette  played  on  a 
battery-operated  stuffed  bear.  She 
hopes  that  by  learning  to  read  she  can 
get  off  disability  and  support  her 
daughter  and  herself  by  working  with 
children  or  older  people, 

A  high  percentage  of  students 
enrolled  in  Project  Read  are  in  their 
20's  and  30's  Gamble  says  that  this  is 
younger  than  average  in  literacy 
programs  Often  the  inability  to  fill  out 
a  job  application,  take  a  driver's  test  or 
help  a  child  with  homework  is  the 
motivating  factor  for  seeking  tutoring. 
Other  common  problems  among 
non  readers  are  difficulties  reading 
instructions  on  medicine  or  not  being 
able  to  read  street  signs  and  maps 
Donovan  said  that  one  day  she  walked 
from  the  Tenderloin  to  Golden  Gate 
Park  because  she  was  too  scared  to 
take  a  bus  and  too  embarrassed  to  ask 
for  help 

Lynette  Jones  (not  her  real  name), 
also  a  Tenderloin  resident,  likes  to  buy 
novels,  especially  about  the  Civil  War, 
but  she  can  t  read  them.  She  does 
maid's  work  but  is  not  happy  doing  it, 
so  she  got  a  tutor  from  Project  Read 
"I  ve  found  out  already  that  you  need 
an  education  to  change  jobs,"  she 
says 

Jones  would  like  to  work  with 
computers  or  start  her  own  cooking 
business.  "I  resent  that  when  I  get 
older.  I'll  have  to  say  that  the  only 
work  I  ever  did  was  housekeeping," 
she  says 

Jones'  tutor  from  Project  Read, 
Thea  Lcngtat.  also  lives  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, She  is  disabled  and  an  avid 
reader  so  decided  she  would  like  to 
spend  time  as  a  tutor  after  seeing  an 
ad  for  Project  Read.  She  has  a  lot  of 
faith  in  her  student  and  tries  to 
encourage  her.  "She  (Jones)  has  lots 
of  initiative,  she  just  doesn't  have  the 
background,"  Lengtat  says. 
,  Lengtat  got  training  from  Project 


UN  Vote  on 
Cambodia  Issue 


by  Sophath  Pak 


H 


eng  Khiev  and  Kim  Chea,  two 
local  members  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Cambodian  community, 
journeyed  to  New  York  last  month  for 
the  40th  annivesary  celebrations  of  the 
United  Nations  and  to  celebrate  the 
64th  birthday  of  former  Cambodian 
Prince  Norodom  Sihanouk, 

in  that  session  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  United  Nations  approved  for 
the  seventh  straight  year  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  Vietnamese  to  withdraw 
tlit^'ir  troops  from  Cambodia  and  allow 
the  people  there  to  decide  their  own 
future 

The  international  show  of  support 
for  the  ousted  government  of  Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea,  a  coalition  that 
includes  Sihanouk,  another  non- 
communist  group  and  the  Khmer 
Rouge,  was  stronger  than  ever,  with  a 
vole  of  114  to  21  in  favor  of  the 
resolution 


Jones  Street  resident.  Thea  Lenglat,  a  volunteer  tutor  with  Project  Read,  says 
she  learns  as  much  as  her  pupil  from  the  process,    photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 


Read  to  be  a  tutor  and  says  she  finds 
the  work  rewarding  and  educational 
"  Sometimes  I  think  I'm  learning  more 
than  she  is,"  the  teacher  says, 

Tom  Hinton.  also  a  student  through 
Project  Read,  says  that  the  reason  he 
never  learned  to  read  was  because  "I 
was  so  pissed  off  aboiit  life,"  after  his 
parents'  divorce,  separation  from  his 
brother,  and  leading  the  life  of  a 
military  child.  He  married  in  11th 
grade,  joined  the  military  and  became 
a  father  at  17. 

Now.  at  33.  he  is  a  single  parent  and 
the  manager  of  a  plastics  warehouse, 
Seeing  that  he  could  progress  no 
farther  m  his  job  without  reading 
skills.  Hinton  decided  that  "it  was 
lime  for  me  to  do  something  with  my 
life" 

Unlike  Donovan  and  Jones,  he  is  not 
worried  about  other  people  knowing 
that  he  can't  read  His  boss,  co-work- 
ers and  son  support  his  enrolling  in 
Project  Read,  "Why  should  I  hide  in 
life''^"  he  asks. 

Although  many  people,  including 
Hinton.  believe  it's  their  own  fault 
ihey  can't  read  or  write,  others  see 
illiteracy  as  a  problem  — and  product  — 
of  American  society. 

'  illiteracy  is  a  political  problem." 
says  Michael  James,  a  member  of 
Project  Literacy  and  consultant  to  the 
California  Literacy  Campaign  The  rich 
and  poor  of  America  ' '  have  never  been 
expected  to  have  the  same  education." 
he  argues. 

Project  Literacy,  formed  in  1979.  is 
based  on  the  model  of  Brazilian 
educator  Paolo  Friere.  who  formed 
grassroots  literacy  groups  on  the 
concept  that  people  have  to  learn  to 
read  and  write  by  reading  about  real- 
life  situations  such  as  why  they  don't 
own  the  land  they  farm  on  or  why  they 
don't  have  a  job.  Besides  giving  strong 
fundamentals  in  reading  and  writing. 
Project  Literacy  has  also  focused  on 
giving  students  a  sense  of  power  over 
iheir  lives. 

Crater  says  that  she  has  seen  people 
empowered  by  having  the  ability  to 
read,  " ' I  think  it  really  makes  a 
difference  For  people  who  stick  with 
it,  ii  affects  all  aspects  of  their  lives. 
They  have  more  control  over  their 
lives," 


Help  get  out  the  word! 

Volunteers  needed  to 
distribute  the  Times  door 
to  door. 
Call  776-0700. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

iimOk'ng  t  non  fmonlngi 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  2a-nour  desk  service 


accomodations  forsinglewomen 
for  single  men 
for  parent  withone child 

All  for  $349-401 

per  month 
or  $125  per  week 

civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.      431  -2870 


Try  This 
Proven  Energy 
Booster! 


You'll  feel  like  a  new  person  when  you 
use  Pollitabs  Sport,  the  unique  natural 
food  supplement  from  Sweden  Made 
from  pure  flower  pollen-with  all  of  the 
basic  ingredients  for  good  health-it's 
completely  safe  and  will  not  cause 
allergic  reactions  For  consistent  high 
energy  and  strength,  nothing  beats 
Pollitabs  Sport  You'll  find  it  and  other 
Cernitin  America  products  at: 

Gil  Lopez 
552-4678 


CE^MTWSt 
AMERICA  INC 


Heart  of  the  City 
FARMERS  MARKET 


220  Golden  Gate  Ave  Rm  719 
Srm  Francisco.  CA  94)02 
(415)  S85  2001 


As  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Manager  of  the 
Heart  of  the  City  Farmers  Market,  we  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  Tenderloin  community  for  their 
strong  support  and  wish  you  all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year. 

1985  has  been  a  very  successful  year  for  the  market.  In  a 
year  and  a  half  of  operation,  the  Wednesday  market  has 
surpassed  all  expectations,  and  is  just  about  equal  to  our 
Sunday  market! 

For  the  Tenderloin,  the  Heart  of  the  City  Farmers  Market 
directly  addresses  the  urban  hunger  problem  by  providing  the 
inner  city  poor  with  nutritious,  fresh  produce  at  affordable 
prices. 

For  farmers,  the  beauty  of  direct  marketing  is  that  the 
farmer  benefits  equally.  Farmers  can  set  their  own  prices,  and 
thus  get  a  higher  return  for  their  goods  than  if  they  were 
forced  to  sell  to  a  wholesaler.  In  addition  the  Farmer's  Market 
provides  an  outlet  for  slightly  imperfect,  yet  edible  produce 
that  would  be  rejected  by  a  wholesaler. 

The  Heart  of  the  City  Farmers  Market  is  continually 
growing  and  adapting  to  suit  the  needs  of  both  farmers  and 
consumers.  We  hope  that  in  the  coming  year  we  can 
strengthen  our  relationship  with  the  Tenderloin,  and  serve 
you  to  the  best  of  our  ability  in  years  to  come. 

Sincerely, 


Matundu  Makalani 
Market  Manager 
Heart  of  the  City 
Farmers'  Market 


Cecil  P.  Bonzo 
President 
Heart  of  the  City 
Farmers'  Market 
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Coming  Attractions 

Tenderloin  Development 
Projects 


by  Pete  Childress 

A review  of  development 
projects  in  the  Tenderloin  in- 
dicates that  the  future  of 
low-income  housing  the  the 
neighborhood  remains  uncertain, 
Pressures  to  maximize  profits  on 
highly-desirable  real  estate  threatens 
to  leave  the  Tenderloin  housing 
market  priced  beyond  the  reach  of 
most  current  residents.  On  the  other 
hand,  efforts  to  resist  developmental 
pressures  have  shown  some  success 
and  indicate  that  future  campaigns 
may  bear  fruit  as  well 

Referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Ten- 
derloin was  once  considered  a  com- 
mercial district  but  is  now  zoned  for 
housing.  Richard  Livingston.  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition  board 
member  told  the  Times.  "Ten  years 
ago  there  was  doubt  the  Tenderloin 
would  remain  a  residential  neighbor- 
hood Today  there's  tio  doubt  that  it"s 
residential.  The  issue  now  is  not 
business  development  per  se,  but 
rather  the  quality  of  life 

"What  we  find  is  that  real  estate 
prices  have  tripled  since  1981.  when 
we  first  bought  our  current  four 
buildings."  says  Catherine  Merschel. 
Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Corporation  executive  director, 
following  a  broad  search  for  new  build- 
ings to  purchase  and  preserve  for  low- 
income  housing 

"In  my  search  for  new  property, 
brokers  assured  me  that  health  spas 
and  fancy  restaurants  are  the  Ten- 
derloin's future."  she  said  "They 
didn't  realize  I  was  representing  a 


non-profit  agency;  (they)  wanted  to 
sell  me  on  this  soon-to-be-gentrifed 
neighborhood 

Brad  Paul,  director  of  the  Planning 
Coalition,  considers  proposed  projects 
for  the  mid-Market  area  a  particular 
threat  to  the  neighborhood,  due  partly 
to  the  increased  value  of  surrounding 
land  that  would  result.  Paul  is  most 
concerned  about  the  "blockbuster  " 
Trinity  Plaza  at  Eight  and  Market 
Streets,  which  he  believes  "would  be  a 
disaster  to  the  community,"  and  the 
20-story,  700.000  sq.  ft.  office  bulding 
already  approved  by  the  Planning 
Commission  for  5th  &  Market 

Paul  says  the  last  chance  to  stop  the 
5th  &  Market  "monstrosity  '  is  the 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals  hearing  at  5 
p  m.  Wednesday.  December  11.  at 
City  Hall  He's  urging  everyone 
interested  in  preserving  small  busi- 
ness and  low-income  housing  in  the 
Tenderloin  to  show  up  to  support  the 
appeal 

On  the  brighter  side  of  the  develop- 
ment front  is  the  fact  that  much  of  the 
building  going  on  in  the  Tenderloin  is 
rehabilitating  of  substandard  or  vacant 
residential  hotels  or  apartments  by 
non-profit  organizations,  which  upon 
completion  will  increase  the  supply  of 
affordable  housing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

However,  some  of  the  low-income 
housing  projects  subsidized  with  public 
funds  (such  as  section  8  senior/dis- 
abled housing)  could  return  to  the 
private  market  with  no  limit  on  rents  in 
ten  years  or  so,  providing  a  windfall 
bonanza  for  the  owners. 


Off  the  Ropes 


photo;  Andrew  Ritchie 

Don  Stewart,  owner  of  the  historic  Newman's  Gym,  resting  on  the  ropes  of  his 
new  ring  at  142  Leavenworth.  Stewart,  manager  and  trainer  of  amateur  and 
professional  fighters,  has  worked  with  many  great  boxers,  including  Sonny 
Liston  and  George  Foreman,  The  new  facility  will  be  an  inexpensive  private 
club,  with  better  security.  Having  bounced  back  from  being  booted  out  of  the 
Cadillac  Hotel,  Stewart  is  planning  to  offer  free  lessons  to  children  up  to  14 
years  old  on  Saturday  mornings.  He  holds  no  ill  will  towards  Cadillac  owner 
Leroy  Looper.  however,  "Leroy  was  very  good  to  me."  he  said.  "He  gave  me 
the  consideration  of  staying  for  some  time  after  Mr  Newman  died  " 


Here  is  a  list  of  projects  under 
consideration  or  approved  by  the 
Planning  Commission,  or  already 
under  construction  in  and  around  the 
Tenderloin. 

For-Profit: 

•  Fifth  &  Market:  20-story.  700.000 
square  feet  office  building. 

•  Eight  &  Market;  three  25-story 
buildings.  1  million  sq.  ft  ,  office  and 
commercial  space.  1200  dwelling 
units. 

•  101  Hayes,  at  Polk:  12-story  office 
building.  132.000  sq.  ft. 


Hotel  Inspection  Debate  Continues 


The  heated  controversy  surrounding 
the  Health  Department's  inspection  of 
residential  hotel  rooms  may  be  re- 
solved by  new  compromise  legislation 
authored  by  legal  aid  lawyer  Paul 
Wartelle. 

The  city  attorney's  office  has  issued 
an  opinion  that  inspections  without 
either  the  consent  of  the  tenant  or  a 
warrant  are  unconstitutional. 

Under  the  proposed  legislation, 
hotel  inspections  will  be  limited  to 
common  areas  and  a  representative 
sampling  of  10  percent  of  the  rooms  for 
which  tenants  will  voluntarily  sign  up 
Entry  to  a   tenant's  room  will  be 


permitted  only  with  the  permission  of 
the  tenant,  except  when  a  warrant 
based  on  a  specific  complaint  is 
obtained 

Tetiants,  not  landlords,  will  be  cited 
for  rooms  posing  a  risk  to  the  public 
health,  "This  will  minimize  the 
tendency  of  some  landlords  to  try  to 
evict  tenants  whose  rooms  held  up 
their  certificate  of  sanitation  under  the 
old  system."  says  Wartelle. 

Opinions  about  the  legislation  were 
mixed  at  a  meeting  of  the  North  of 
Market  Housing  Committee.  "None  of 
this  divide  and  conquer, ' '  insists 
Wilma  Nunally.  an  Elk  Hotel  resident 
who  didn't  like  how  she  was  treated  by 
the  inspector  who  saw  her  room.  "I 
never  knew  what  the  problem  was," 


ise  Men  .  .  .Follow  xKe^Slar.}^ 
(Sob  tuuitrs  yoiu.. 


6un2iay  ^rt^aul  program 
Bfrrmbrr  15. 11  am 

(ChristtnaB  Canrrrl 
S(rrinbFr22,  Ham 


she  says  While  critical  of  inspectors 
going  into  individual  rooms,  Nunally 
says  checking  only  10%  doesn't  make 
sense.  Citing  her  experience  as  an 
inventory  control  specialist,  she  ar- 
gues. "You  don't  check  one  out  of  ten, 
you  check  a  little  out  of  everybody." 

St  Moritz  Hotel  resident  Kathy 
Baker  basically  supports  the  legisla- 
tion but  says  that  she  worries  about 
any  program  that  expects  tenants  to 
"voluntarily"  sign  up.  "In  my  build- 
ing that  means  the  landlord  would  be 
at  my  door  saying.  Here,  sign  this.' 
says  Baker 

Wartelle  says  that  the  10%  samp- 
ling is  not  intended  to  root  out  house- 
keeping problems  by  inadequate  up- 
keep by  landlords. 

But  Sequoia  Hotel  tenant  Ron 
Halfhill  questions  the  need  for  a 
sampling.  "If  a  tenant  has  a  problem 
in  their  room  caused  by  their  landlord, 
they  have  remedies  such  as  repair  and 
deduct,  rent  strike  or  calling  the 
building  inspector."  says  Halfhill. 


•  900  Polk,  at  OTarrell:  17-story. 
81.000  sq  ft.  office  space,  18.000  sq. 
ft  commercial  space.  180  condos. 

•  Mason  &  O'Farrell:  26-story  Japan 
Airlines  Hotel.  1987  completion  date, 

•  1200  Van  Ness,  at  Post:  10-story 
building,  40,240  sq.  ft,  office  space. 
65.609  sq  ft.  retail  space,  348  parking 
spaces, 

•  Geary,  near  Jones:  construction  of 
165unit  apartment  building  with 
ground  floor  commercial  space,  40 
parking  spaces. 

•  Geary  &  Jones:  rehabilitation  of  the 
old  Maryland  Hotel  and  construction 
of  new  8  story  addition,  including  98 
units,  wet  bar  &  meeting  room  on  each 
floor,  restaurant/bar  on  ground  floor. 

•  Taylor  &  O'Farrell:  Hilton  Tower  2. 
26-story.  360,000  sq  ft  .  1987  comple- 
tion date 

Non-profit: 

•  440  Turk;.  Sstory,  ground  floor 
offices.  80  units  Section  8  Senior 
Housing,  operated  by  the  Housing 
Authority. 

•  McAllister  &  Leavenworth:  100  units 
Section  8  Senior  Housing,  opening  in  6 
to  8  months  under  the  auspices  of 
Catholic  Social  Services. 

•  Golden  Gate  &  Larkin:  10-story,  130 
foot  high  State  building, 

•  Leavenworth  &  Eddy:  new  Sizzler 
Restaurant  under  construction 
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It  works... 
FOR  ALL  OF  US 


Greening  the  Tenderloin 
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APOSTOLIC  FAITH 
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1227  SUTTER  STREET 


by  Michael  Wood 

Joyce  Kilmer,  who  wrote  'I  think 
that  I  shall  never  see  a  poem  love- 
ly as  a  tree,"  was  possessed  of  a 
vision  shared  by  many  San  Francis- 
cans. Getting  more  trees  to  grow  in  the 
Tenderloin  is  the  aim  or  a  new  project 
being  spearheaded  by  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition, 

In  selected  areas  of  the  city, 
including  the  Tenderloin,  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Community  Development 
funds  tree-planting.  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest  provides  the  trees  and 
training. 

Once  the  Planning  Coalition's  tree- 
planting  committee  decides  which 
streets  to  hit  next,  volunteers  will 
recruit  enough  property  owners  to 
"sponsor"  40  trees  within  a  four  block 
area.  The  property  owners  must  agree 


to  help  plant  the  trees,  to  care  for  and 
water  them  for  three  years,  and  to 
keep  them  pruned  at  least  ten  feet 
above  the  sidewalk 

Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  will 
then  survey  the  proposed  sights  By 
studying  soil  type,  winds,  overhead 
wires  and  underground  pipes,  along 
with  other  factors,  they  will  recom- 
mend a  particular  type  of  tree 

When  everything  is  in  place,  com- 
munity volunteers  will  be  trained  and 
will  plant  the  trees. 

The  process  takes  about  15  weeks 
from  the  date  all  signatures  from 
property  owners  are  received 

"I  can  see  the  whole  Tenderloin  full 
of  trees."  commented  Joe  Kaufman, 
chair  of  the  committee,  which  hopes  to 
have  a  June  planting 

Individuals  interested  in  helping  can 
contact  Kaufman  at  474-2164- 


POLTRY  &  PROSE 
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BLUE  POINTS 

Siamese  never  knowing  eyes 
are  blue  or  tha'  he  dies 
so  giving  him  the  eternity 
tho  maybe  no!  me 

and  would  he  eye  cosmetic  concern  thereof 

that  eyes  be  smoky  blue 

but  some  I  guess 

and  ol  cosmic  death  somewhat 

on  moon  he  go-  s  tho 

he  goes  so  accepting 
mcredulous  how  what  he  lessens 
lessons 

quitling  unneeded  food  in  bowl 
abkmg  nothing  not  demanded 

Rhett  Stuart 


TWO  SAGES 

Some  time  ago,  I  m  not  certain 
exactly  how  long,  there  were,  in  the 
Black  Mountain'  of  Wales,  two 
sages,  Each  day  they  would  meet  at 
their  "thinking  spot"  and  discuss 
truth,  God,  and  the  nature  of  the 
inner  being.  One  day  a  peculiar 
thing  happened  to  them. 

The  fall  air  was  chilled  that 
morning  as  the  sage  fvleldren 
walked,  he  could  see  the  autumn 
colours,  hear  the  birds  sing  and  the 
squirrels  playing  in  the  trees.  He 
paid  these  no  attention.  He  was 
deeply  concentrating  on  a  question 
of  Zen,  the  one  he  and  BIythe  were 
currently  debating. 

BIythe,  coming  from  the  other 
direction,  didn     otice  the  fog  he 
exhaled  or  his  laboured  breathing 
as  heclimbed  the  hill.  He  too.  was 
preparing  his  arguments.  When  he 
arrived,  he  found  Meldren  waiting. 
Climbing  upon  his  seat,  he  was 
about  to  make  point  one.  when  a 
loud  noise  distracted  him. 

From  out  of  the  forest  into  the 
glen  there  came  a  man  dressed  in  a 
chain  hauberk  ^   J  conical  helm.  He 
was  wounded       bleeding  badly 
and  heading,  ai  t  staggering  run. 
directly  at  the  s..ges.  Annoyed  by 
the  interruption,  Meldren 
mumbled,  "Damned  Norman." 

"He's  not  a  Norman,  he's  a 
Bnt."  responded  BIythe. 

"What  do  you  mean,  kind  friend, 
a  Bnt?  He  is  a  Norman."  retorted 
Meldren, 

"My  gracious  and  gentle 
companion,  I  have  seen  well  enough 
Brils  to  know  a  Brit  upon  seeing  a 
Bnt.  You  must  still  be  sleepy,  not  to 
realize  his  nature  ' 

"It's  you  who  are  sleeping.  Can 
you  not  see  his  helm?  It  has  a  nose 
guard,  as  do  all  the  Norman  types!" 
Meldren  asserted  as  the  man  drew 
close. 

"And  what  would  a  Norman  be 
doing  here?  That's  the  most 
ridiculous  logic  I  've  ever  heard.  No 
Normans  tor  hundreds  of  miles,  and 
because  he  has  a  nose  guard,  you 
say  he's  a  Norman.  Wake  up  fool, 
think  about  it!  ' 

"Fool  It  is^  Curse  the  toadstool 
upon  which  ye  sit ! " 

"And  a  plague  on  yer  pipe,  ye 
dullwit!" 

As  pretense  broke  down  along 
with  grammar,  neither  of  the  sages 
noticed  the  shadow  of  the  dieing 
.  man  above  them.  And,  as  the  man 
fell,  crushing  sages,  toadstools, 
pipes  and  pipedreams,  both  sages 
died  in  utter  surprise. 

The  moral  to  this  tory  is,  as  they 
all  seem  to  be,  simple.  There's  no 
difference  between  a  dead  Norman 
and  a  dead  Brit,  and  if  you  cannot 
see  the  difference,  then  close  your 
mouth,  sit  quietly  on  your  toadstool 
and  be  aware. 

rviE  Wood 


Tenderloin  residents  are  encour^ 
aged  to  submit  their  work  to:  Poetry 
and  Prose  c/o  Robert  Volbrecht, 
146  Leavi  worth,  S.F.,  CA  94102 
by  the  15ih  of  each  month. 


SPECIAL  LADY  AT  CHRISTMAS 

She  stands  so  lovely,  prettier  than 
a  butterfly  in  mid-air. 
My  heart  reaches  forth,  still 
somewhat  bewildered,  as  always, 

{Past  love  affairs  were  a  letter 
"delivering"  me  from  the  "chosen  one,' 
whose  closed  heart  never  mentioned 
true  feelings. 

Deeper  comments  questioned  me 

Why  must  I  leave... 
Why  must  I  leave?" 
Gave  her  freedom,  still;  she 
seeks  my  where  abouts. 
Isn't  there  a  gadget'yet,  that  determines 
what  her  intentions  were,  and  are?) 

Small,  easily  loved,  if  the 

heart  extends  farther  than  usual. 

The  forest  of  beauty  captures  me, 

(God  forgive  the  captured  hunter). 

Trickery  grabs  my  attention 

in  an  unbelievable  way. 

Directions  lead  toward  the 

original  landing  spot. 

Captured  in  a  somewhat 

puzzling  love  affair. 

Constantly  staring,  undoubtedly  she 

thinks  she  knows  me. 

Hopefully  we'll  have  friendly  relations 

possible  between  us. 

Maybe  she's  through  hunting  and 

I  ve  stayed  too  long. 

The  gift  she  requests  beneath  the  tree 

might  be. ...me. 

Ezeklel  L.J.  Ward 


AMERICAN  POETS 

American  poets  known  to  me 
are  reminiscent  of  a 
prehistoric  bird 

that  still  retains  talons  and  scales 

or  sits  on  a  branch 

but  stubbornly  looks  up 

and  stares  at  the  stars 

American  poets  known  to  me 

like  to  listen  to  music  from  the 

sixties  and  seventies. 

Bob  Dylan.  Beatles,  Stones,  Joplin, 

Hendrix.  Led  Zeppelin. 

Smoke  grass,  drink  beer 

write  poems  about  Vietnam 

during  the  67-68  period 

complain  about  politicians 

and  are  displeased  with  new  wave  music 

American  poets  known  to  me 
still  read  verses  of  nineteenth  century 
trench  poets.  Dostoevsky,  and  Albert 
Camus.  Whitman.  Poe.  Ginsberg. 
Letter  to  Young  Poets  by  Rilke. 
Blake.  Elliot. 

American  poets  known  to  me 

cannot  tell  me  why 

There  is  no  poetry  — none— 

in  Newsweek,  Time,  People,  New  York  Times, 

Washington  Post.  San  Francisco  Examiner. 

Penthouse.  USA  Today,  Hustler 

American  poets  known  to  me 

cannot  tell  me  why 

none  of  their  pictures 

appear  on  first  pages— any  pages 

of  the  above  mentioned  publications 

but  there  are  pictures 

of  politicians,  presidents,  naked  women 

athletes,  spies,  astronauts. 

rock  and  movie  stars. 

Popes.  Communists,  Killers, 

Pepsi-cola,  and  hamburgers 

American  poets  known  to  me 

live  in  San  Francisco 

A  city  with  4.5  poets  per  sq.  yard 

Who  paint  their  face  with  bright  paints 

dress  up  in  skins,  carry  stone  studdled  clubs 

and  go  hunting. 

the  poetry  that  they  seek  is  a  wild  beast 
neither  fed  nor  touched 
which  has  been  living  in  America 
since  the  third  ice  age 

Adam  LtzakowskI 


DIMINISHED  CAPACITY 

His  Agnes  Dei,  the  God  with  the  gun. 
Pitiless  killer,  second  to  none; 
Heartless  assassin,  of  conscience  bereft. 
Devising  the  deeds  while  his  victims  slept... 

Doomed  to  wrestle  the  springs  of  broken  dreams; 
Where  fury  fashions  its  tortured  schemes; 
Watchful  of  daylight's  furtive  encroach, 
Taunted  by  stars  at  twilight's  approach; 

The  blighted  lustre  of  the  moon,  on  cold,  grey  walls; 
Where  shadows  leap  the  stream  that  harshly  falls, 
Ghosting  the  corners  of  his  cell; 
Fing  rmg  the  bars  in  voiceless  knell: 

Unravelling  the  tapestries  of  guilt 
In  acid  nightmares— horror-filled... 
A  mirror  splinters  in  the  shattered  night, 
As  demons  gore  the  vitals  of  Dan  White! 

Unyielding,  denying  his  soul's  veracity. 

He  fought  on,  with  undiminished  capacity; 

Proving  justice  clearly  blew  its  cool, 

When  it  allowed  the  exception  to  become  the  rule! 

Anna  Krivonic 


NIGHT  TRAIN 

In  a  house  with  trees  and  damp  outside 
in  bed  with  a  magic  mysterious  woman; 
experiencing  fear  and  high  hopes  of  lust  and  love, 
there  is  a  train  waiting  and  people  praying. 

In  an  upstairs  room  In  a  hiding  place 
a  double  door  downstairs  waiting 
infatuation  doesn't  let  me  hear  the  unlocking 
and  the  secret  movement  of  feet  on  the  floor. 

They  are  running  up  the  stairs  and  I  don't  know  them 
they  are  shooting  and  silent  and  I  can  t  seen  them 
they  are  coming  and  killing  and  won  t  tell  me  why. 
They  catch  me  in  a  moment  of  passion. 

Out  a  second-story  window  and  down  the  embankment 
to  street  life  and  strangers  and  running  and  hiding 
with  ooze  in  my  belly  my  hands  are  all  bloody 
the  night  train  is  coming  I'm  not  even  ready. 

Tracks  and  trellises  and  smokey  steam  engines 

strangers  are  staring  but  no  one  is  helping 

my  hand  on  my  belly  to  hold  in  my  colon 

this  death  place  is  awful  they're  yelling  and  screaming. 

Its  dark,  it's  raining,  my  belly's  exploding 
electric  sensations  my  spirit  is  showing; 
death  is  a  woman  silently  waiting 
there  is  a  train  waiting  and  people  praying . 

Michael  Gallagher 
A  WAVE 

Tossed  and  crashing  upon  sand  and 

Shore, 

I  am  a  wave  forever  more. 
The  moon  has  held  me  captive. 
I  demand  my  release. 
I  am  a  wave  forever  more. 
Sunshine,  stars,  and  wind 
Give  me  my  peace 
Seaweed  I  offer  the  merchants 
Shells  I  offer  the  young. 
I  am  a  wave  forever  more. 

Musa  Ytlescas 


THE  FLAG 

To  the 

mentally 

bankrupt, 

WAVE  the  FLAG, 

for  the  tasteless 

talentless, 

WAVE  the  FLAG 

if  envy 

empties 

your  little 

soul, 

WAVE  the  FLAG 
WAVE  the  FLAG, 
or  to  manipulate 
the  mighty 
mass,  and 
divert  from 
zig  lozag? 

 you  know; 

don't  ask 


WAVE  THE  FLAG 
Jon  Eckels 


■TOUGH  GUY'! 

■  He's  tough!"  I  thought  I  heard  *em  say 
When  stupid'  fought  to  get  away 

The  cops  just  gripped  tighter  still 
Until  he  felt  the  'handcuffs'  chill  — 

■  So  tough!"  I  heard  another  chant 
We  watched  stupido'  grunt  and  pant 
His  efforts  now  were  slowing  some 

Oh,  man!  This  'sucker'  sure  was  dumb!  — 

The  trap  is  swinging,  opened  wide 
They  push  their  quarry,  deep  inside 
His  head  he  drums,'  against  the  door 
A  raging  wave.'  against  a  shore- 
Now,  somehow,  peace  has  been  restored 
The  crowd  is  quickly  getting  bored 
Their  show  is  over,  the  switch  is  off 
"He's  not  so  tough!"  I  heard  one  scoff!  — 


Warren  D.  Eastman 


ADVICE 
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A  Look  at  TL 
Tenant  Victories 

by  Randy  Shaw 

The  major  goal  of  this  column  has 
been  to  educate  tenants  about 
their  legal  rights  and  to  encou- 
rage tenants  to  assert  their  legal  rights 
when  necessary  While  some  Tender- 
loin tenants  remain  reluctant  to  use 
their  legal  rights,  other  residents  arc 

Getting  General 
Assistance 

by  Sandy  Weiner 

Last  month,  this  column  discussed 
the  initial  application  process  for 
General  Assistance-  This  month 
we  will  cover  the  final  intake  ap- 
pointment that  an  applicant  must 
successfully  complete  in  order  to 
qualify  for  cash  assistance 

Approximately  two  weeks  after  the 
initial  application  for  O  A-,  the  appli- 
cant must  return  for  another  appoint- 
ment In  order  to  be  granted  benefits, 
applicants  must  deal  with  all  of  the 
following 

1)  Orientation.  You  are  required  to 
attend  an  orientation  at  Glide  Memor- 
ial Church  which  will  provide  infor- 
mation and  explain  your  rights  and 
responsibilities  under  the  G,A  pro 
gram, 

2)  Evaluation.  You  must  also  attend 
an  evaluation  at  Glide  Memorial 
Church  Here  you  will  be  instructed  on 
your  responsibilities  depending  upon 
whether  you  are  classified  as  "employ- 
able,"* "unemployable."  available  for 
workfare.  etc 

If  you  miss  the  orientation,  evalu- 
ation or  any  workfare  assignment  you 
can  be  denied  benefits,  unless  there 
exists  "good  cause  "  Good  cause  is 
limited  to  verified  illness,  death  in  the 
immediate  family,  incarceration,  or  a 
job  interview  You  must  call  and 
supply  written  proof  of  the  above  to 
your  worker  within  3  days  of  the 
missed  appointment  in  orde^  to 
prevent  denial 

3)  Pursue  Other  Benefits.  You  must 
register  with  the  Employment  Depart- 
ment and  file  a  claim  for  unemploy- 
ment benefits  You  will  be  required  to 
present  the  claim  book  at  the  final 
intake  appointment  If  your  case 
worker  felt  that  you  might  be  eligible 
for  other  benefits  such  as  SSI.  SDI.  you 
must  bring  in  proof  of  application 

4)  Social  Security  Card.  If  you  do  not 
have  a  Social  Security  Card  you  must 
bring  in  proof  of  application. 

5)  Rent  Receipt.  You  must  obtain  a 
rent  receipt  from  the  place  you  were 
staying  as  proof  of  residency  in  San 
Francisco 

6)  Proof  of  Where  You  Will  Be 
Moving.  This  can  be  accomplished  by 
bringing  in  a  statement  from  the  land- 
lord or  owner  with  the  name  and 
number  of  the  landlord  stating  that 
you  have  a  reservation  to  move  in  and 
that  the  cost  will  not  exceed  $63/week. 
If  you  are  sharing  an  apartment  with 
someone  who  is  the  main  tenant,  you 
must  also  bring  in  his/her's  cancelled 
ulility/phone  bill  or  rent  check  or 
lease/rental  agreement 

7)  Job  Search  Form  If  you  are 
required  to  do  job  searches,  you  must 
also  bring  in  your  completed  job 
search  form 

8)  Workfare.  If  you  received  vouch 
ers  for  a  hotel  and/or  food  you  may  be 
required  to  do  workfare  during  the 
presumptive  eligibility  period.  If  you 
miss  your  scheduled  day  you  must  call 
your  worker  within  3  days  and  supply 
written  proof  of  the  above  listed  "good 
cause  " 

If  you  fulfill  all  of  these  require- 
ments, your  work  will  issue  you  a  cash 
warrant  for  benefits  pro-rated  to  the 
next  benefit  period.  If  a  problem 
arises,  call  GAAP  at  928-8191  The 
next  column  will  cover  some  of  the 
pitfalls  of  trying  to  stay  on  G.A. 


making  it  clear  that  they  will  take 
strong  action  to  protect  their  interests, 
A  few  recent  examples  demonstrate 
this  trend: 

•  In  late  1983,  a  group  of  Cambo- 
dian refugees  living  at  275  Turk  Street, 
decided  they  would  not  pay  the  illegal 
rent  increase  requested  by  their  land- 
lord, German  multimillionaire  Guenter 
Kaussen  Media  coverage  of  these  and 
other  tenants'  fights  against  Kaussen 
led  to  a  full-scale  investigation  of  the 
real  estate  mogul  and  the  eventual 
destruction  of  his  empire. 

•  In  August  of  this  year,  a  group  of 
elderly  residents  on  Geary  Street  went 
to  the  Rent  Board  as  a  result  of  their 
new  manager "s  failure  to  provide 
adequate  maintenance  The  manager 
was  fired  shortly  before  the  Rent 
Board  hearing  and  the  tenants  now 
feel  service  has  improved. 

•  In  September,  a  class  action  law- 
suit brought  by  tenants  of  the  Aranda 
Hotel.  64  Turk  Street,  against  C  B. 
Patel  and  B  I  Patel  for  the  lack  of  heat 
and  hot  water  at  the  Aranda  was 
settled  for  $240,000    The  suit  was 


initiated  by  three  elderly  women  who 
decided  they  would  no  longer  tolerate 
their  landlord's  failure  to  provide  heat, 

•  In  October,  a  non-English  speak- 
ing Vietnamese  refugee,  who  had 
already  prevailed  against  his  landlord 
at  a  Rent  Board  hearing,  threatened  to 
sue  the  landlord  for  failing  to  fix  his 
elevator.  The  elevator  was  repaired 
soon  after 

•  Several  Filipino  families  on  Leav- 
enworth Street  have  been  on  a  rent 
strike  for  over  one  year  as  a  result  of 
their  landlord's  failure  to  make 
repairs. 

The  above  examples  are  but  a  few  of 
the  many  instances  in  which  tenants 
have  benefited  from  asserting  their 
legal  rights  For  most  of  these  tenants, 
the  filing  of  a  Rent  Board  petition  or  a 
lawsuit  was  the  first  time  in  their  lives 
that  they  had  challenged  a  landlord. 
Their  only  regret  was  that  they  had  not 
asserted  their  legal  rights  earlier. 

While  tenants  often  benefit  finan- 
cially by  asserting  their  legal  rights, 
the  greatest  accomplishment  is  gain- 
ing a  sense  of  control  over  one's  living 


environment. 

For  more  information  on  tenants' 
rights,  contact  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic.  383  Eddy.  771-9850  or  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition. 
474  2164.  The  Coalition  has  a  housing 
committee  which  provides  counseling 
and  support  for  tenants  with  problems. 


CASH  PRIZES 


BINGO  i 

REALITY  ART  WORKSHOP  I 
366  Eddy  St.  | 


THURSDAYS 
2  P.M. 

Permit  #000188 


Till-  AFFORDABLF  MAIL  SPRVICF  ...  AND  DEl^EfSlDABLE! 


SECURE,  ULTRA  CONFIDENTIAL 

CHECK  YOUR  MAIL  FREE  BY  PHONE! 


It  is  our  business  to  assure  that  your  mail  is  your  business  alone. 

Continental  Mail  Co. 

537  JONES  ST.  (at  GEARY) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94102 
MAILBOXES  FOR  RENT 


SPECIAL  STARTUP  RATES 
WITH  FIRST  TWO  MONTHS 
FREE 

3  months  $3.00  or  $1.00  per 

3  months  $3  or  $1  per  month 
5  months  $8  or  $1 .60  per  month 
8  months  $15  or  $1.88  per  mo. 
14  months  $26  or  $1 .86  per  mo. 


WHY  PAY  MORE  FOR  LESS?  COMPARE! 

GOVERNMENT  CHECKS  CASHED  FOR 
MAIL  CLIENTS  (BY  APPOINTMENT) 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  AND  SSI  CLIENTS 
WELCOME! 


Bay  Area  Mail 
Service  leader  since 
1969. 

3  CASH  PRIZES  WEEKLY! 
FREE  MAIL  FORWARDING 

Get  your  mail  early! 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS,  PHONE: 
885-9555(1  PM-7PM) 
885-4123  (24  HOURS) 

EARLY  MAIL-OPEN  10  AM-7PM 


Early  Mnil      Open  10  :im  -  7  pni. 
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Preventing  Senior  Suicides 


by  Jo  Pollard 

For  most  people,  the  holiday 
season  is  a  time  to  relax  and 
share  special  moments  with 
friends  and  family.  But  for  people 
without  friends  and  family  it  can  be  a 
period  of  loneliness  and  depression. 

San  Francisco  Suicide  Prevention  is 
particularly  concerned  with  the  situ- 
ation of  older  people  and  is  now 
recruiting  volunteers  for  January 
training  sessions  willing  to  talk  on  the 
phone  with  lonely  and  isolated  seniors- 
The  agency's  Geriatric  Outreach 
Program  is  based  on  the  notion  that 
contact  from  even  one  person  can  be  a 
great  comfort  in  the  life  of  a  lonely, 
isolated  senior  and  can  help  decrease 
or  eliminate  suicidal  thoughts  and 
prevent  premature  institutionalization 
and  death  It  currently  provides  more 
than  200  elders  from  all  parts  of  the 
city  with  regular  phone  calls,  as  well  as 
house  visits,  from  some  40  volunteers. 

"Many  of  our  clients  are  wheel- 
chair bound  or  bedridden,  alcoholic, 
diabetic,  arthritic  and/or  suffer  from 
any  number  of  diseases,  including 
cancer  or  emphysema,"  says  Patrick 
Arbore,  director  of  SFSP's  geriatric 
programs.  "Some  are  victims  of  abuse 
and  require  an  enormous  amount  of 
support  and  counseling.  Our  volun- 
teers are  trained  to  confront  many 
difficult  situations,  as  well  as  to  confer 
with  other  agencies  or  concered  family 
members  " 

Arbore  feels  that  "social  isolation" 
among  older  adults  is  significantly 
reduced  after  participation  in  the 
Geriatric  Outreach  Program  at  SFSP. 
Through  reaching  out  to  elders, 
volunteers  help  them  to  re-establish 
former  relationships  with  family  and 
friends,  and  to  form  new  relationships. 

Volunteer  Amy  Fiske.  a  manager  at 
Pacific  Bell  Directory,  says  that  her 


work  with  the  Geriatric  Outreach  Pro- 
gram is  a  way  of  giving  to  a  community 
she  gets  so  much  from  "It  also  helps 
me  to  develop,  as  a  person,  m  a 
different  way  than  my  work  or  social 
relationships  "  Fiske  has  twelve  el- 
ders that  she  calls,  some  once  a  week, 
some  once  a  month,  depending  on 
their  need.  "I  make  my  calls  from 
home  and  sometimes  I  stay  after  work 
and  make  my  calls  from  there." 

Last  year,  the  confidential.  24-hour 
Friendship  Line  provided  information 
and  emotional  support  to  over  3000 
elders- 
Elders  wanting  on-going  support  or 
crisis  intervention  may  sign  up 
through  the  Friendship  Line,  752-3778. 


senior  Space 


by  Robin  Sedman 

No  longer  will  older  Americans  be 
denied  the  healing  miracle  of 
modern  medicine-  No  longer  will 
illness  crush  and  destroy  the  savings 
that  they  have  so  carefully  put  away 
over  a  lifetime  so  that  they  might  enjoy 
dignity  in  their  later  years-" 

With  these  words  in  1965.  President 
Lyndon  Johnson  signed  Title  XVIII  of 
the  Social  Security  Act,  Medicare, 

In  the  20  years  since,  Medicare  has 
greatly  improved  the  elderly's  access 
to  hospitals,  increasing  admissions  by 
35  percent  and  surgeries  by  nearly  60 
percent  But  several  problems  have 
limited  the  effectiveness  of  the  Medi- 
care program,  including  the  astrono- 
mical rise  in  health  care  costs- 

Health  policy  analysts  now  believe 
that  the  accelerated  rate  of  inflation  in 
heahh  care  costs  was  partly  caused  by 
the  impact  of  the  Medicare  and  Medi- 
caid programs.  This  is  the  flipside  of 
the  argument  that  purports  that  the 
increased  costs  of  health  care  have 


placed  an  extra  burden  on  Medicare! 

The  following  are  some  shocking 
statistics  about  health  care  for  the 
elderly: 

•  Medicare  pays  for  only  about  45 
percent  of  the  elderly's  health  bills, 

•  Medicare  spending  rose  from  $1 
billion  twenty  years  ago  to  $71  billion 
in  1985 

•  The  elderly  are  spending  more  of 
their  income  on  health  care  now  then 
they  did  before  Medicare  and  Medi- 
caid were  established. 

Medicare  does  not  pay  for  many  of 
the  types  of  health  care  that  are 
essential  for  most  elderly.  These 
include  many  services  that  are  con- 
sidered routine  or  preventive;  dental 
services,  vision  and  eye  glasses, 
hearing  tests  and  aids,  podiatry  and 
long  term  care. 

Medi-Cal.  California's  Medicaid 
program,  can  fill  in  many  of  the  gaps 
that  Medicare  leaves,  it  can  pay  for 
dentures,  hearing  aids,  podiatry, 
medication  and  long  term  care, 
especially  nursing  home  care,  which 
Medicare  won't  cover  Also  com- 
munity-based care  may  be  reimbursed 
through  Medi-Cal  at  adult  day  health 
centers  and  through  in-home  service 
programs. 

But  Medi-Cal  is  a  "needs-based" 
program  and  only  very  low-income 
elderly  may  qualify  Those  elderly  who 
are  above  Medi-Cal's  limits  have  the 
greatest  burden  of  meeting  their 
health  care  cost. 

By  1990,  the  House  Aging  Commit- 
tee predicts  the  elderly  will  pay  52 
percent  of  their  doctor  bills.  66  percent 
of  the  cost  of  drugs  and  other  care,  and 
55  percent  of  nursing  home  costs.  In 
this  group  of  elderly  are  included  those 
whose  incomes  exceed  only  slightly 
Medi-Cal's  income  and  asset  limits. 

Take  for  example,  Mr-  and  Mrs. 
Duboce  Their  income  and  assets  put 
them  above  Medi-Cal's  limits.  Since 
their  health  had  been  stable  prior  to 
retiring,  they  never  purchased  supple- 


mental insurance,  expecting  that  the 
federal  Medicare  program  would  serve 
their  health  insurance  needs.  Mrs, 
Duboce  never  worked  outside  of  the 
home  and  when  Mr.  Duboce  retired, 
iheir  income  was  reduced  to  about 
$1,000  a  month. 

The  family  was  able  to  establish 
some  savings  until  Mr,  Duboce  needed 
triple  coronary  bypass  surgery  The 
total  cost  of  this  surgery  and  hospitali- 
zation came  to  $90,000,  After  Medi- 
care had  paid  its  share,  the  Duboce's 
were  faced  with  the  staggering 
balance  of  $40,000.  This  money  will 
come  out  of  their  savings  but  if  another 
medical  emergency  should  occur.  Mrs. 
Duboce  says,  "It  will  wipe  us  out''" 

Next  month,  we  will  look  at  some  of 
the  propoals  that  have  been  put  forth 
to  reform  Medicare 

This  article  has  been  prepared  by 
Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly. 
Insurance  counseling  is  available  to 
Medicare  recipients  through  the 
Health  Insurance  Counseling  and 
Advocacy  Program  at  LAE.  If  you 
need  assistance  with  filing  insurance 
claim  forms,  understanding  Medi- 
care benefits  and  your  liabilities 
under  the  program,  or  if  Medicare 
has  denied  a  claim  filed  in  your 
behalf  call  861-4555  to  set  up  an 
appointment  with  a  counselor.  LAE 
also  provides  free  legal  services  to 
residents  of  San  Francisco  who  are 
58  or  older.  Call  861-4444  for  an 
appointment. 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94 102  415-673-2332 
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Homemade  Mexican  Food  in  Cozy  Surroundings 
No  Need  to  Leave  the  Tenderloin  for  Authentic  Mexican  Food 

E\  Picante  Hotsauce  with  fresh  corn  chips  is  our  specialty 

-HOUSE  SPECIALTIES  


TACOS  con 
GUACAMOLE 

two  rolled  t^Los {beef  or 
chicken)  wilh  guacamole 
and  sour  cream 
$4.75 

CHALUPAS 

a  ^mall  tortilla  patty  with 
shredded  chicken,  green 
saute,  sour  cream  topped 
wilh  cheese 
M.75 


CARNE  ASADA 

green  enchilada  and  piece 
of  lop  sirloin  steak- 
cooked  to  your  taste 
S5.S0 


HUEVOS/EGCS 

Huevos  Rancheros 
served  with  nee,  beans 
and  salad 
$3.75 


DIPS  AL  PICANTE 
NACHOS 

corn   chips   with  beans, 
Monterey  jack  cheese, 
sour  cream,  tomato, 
special  sauce 
$2.95 


AUTHENTIC 
MARGERITAS 
$2.25 


Happiness  is  a  warm  tortilla! 


*  SINGLES 

A  LA  CARTA 

include*,  one  item,  nee,  beans  and  salttd 

RED  BURRITO  (beel  or  chicken) 

3.00 

TACO  (bed  or  chicken 

2.2S 

GREEN  BURRITO 

ENCHILADA 

(beel.  pork  or  chicktnl 

3.00 

(cheese,  beef  or  chicken) 

22S 

TACO  (beel  or  chicken) 

3.00 

CHILE  RELLENO  (cheese) 

22S 

ENCHILADA 

GREEN  BURRITO 

(heel,  chcew  ot  chicken) 

2.95 

(pork,  beef  or  chicken) 

2.50 

CHILE  RELLENO  (cheese) 

2.95 

RED  BURRITO 

TAMALE  (chKkenJ 

2.9S 

(pork,  beef  ur  cliKken) 

2.S0 

TOSTAbA 

TOSTADA  (cheese,  beel  ot  chickenl 

2.50 

(chees* .  chicken  or  beef) 

3.00 

TAMALE  ( beel  or  chickenl 

2.50 

Food  to  Go 


Call  776-9995  for  Pickups 


Giant  Screen  T.V. 


Full  Bar 
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First  of  a  Series 


Working  the  Tenderloin 


by  Andy  Andrews 

Mention  of  the  Tenderloin  con- 
jures up  many  images.  One  that 
often  goes  unrecognized  is  the  many 
working  people  who  live  and  toil  in 
the  Tenderloin.  Beginning  this 
mouth,  the  Times  launches  an 
occasional  series  profiling  some  of 
the  many  people  whose  efforts  keep 
the  Tenderloin  going. 

Mike  Shane  and  Amy  Schaible 
^.hare  a  corner  of  the  Tender- 
loin, the  corner  of  Geary  and 
Hyde  Streets.  They  also 
share  a  love  for  their  jobs  and  a  great 
flair  for  public  rclations- 

While  Shane  dispenses  Examiners 
and  small  tallt  from  his  newstand  out 
on  the  corner.  Schaible  is  busy  ringing 


up  her  customer's  groceries  and 
catching  up  on  the  latest  news  inside 
the  So  Lo  Supermarket 

Shane's  day  begins  at  10  a  m  when 
ho  begins  selling  the  one-star  edition. 
Later  versions  of  the  paper  come 
ihroughout  the  day  from  the  delivery 
truck  ufhich  Shane  awaits  eagerly. 

"I  sell  more  of  the  two-star  edition 
than  the  one-star,"  explains  Shane, 
"And  I  sell  more  of  the  four-star  than 
any  of  the  other  papers."  Which  gives 
Shane  a  lot  of  time  oti  his  hands. 

The  majority  of  his  day  is  spent 
sitting  and  watching  a  never-ending 
stream  of  traffic  go  by.  waiting  at- 
tentively for  the  next  sale. 

"I  like  my  customers  around  here." 
Shane  cheerfully  reports.  "Most  cus- 


photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

Mike  Shane  and  the  Examiner  three-star  are  popular  items  at  Hyde  and 
Geary. 


HOLIDAY  ART  SALE 
Hand-made  gifts  by 
Tenderloin  Artists 


DAI  Gl^ 


V  -        "    ^  TRANH^QI  HOA 

stJ'»tSufl^^l^*^  ©(3' gCm/  tranh 

H\  itJu»<*affVD^  ve/theip 
%  ^   "^sSU  fTOffX  (\oo 


Pottery/Paintings  & 

Drawings/ Cards 
Sale  items  $3  or  less 
Hospitality  House 
146  Leavenworth  St.  776-2102 
OpenMon.-Fri.  11:30-5:30 


photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

Amy  Schaible  gives  a  warm  welcome  to  a  favorite  customer  at  So-Lo  Market. 


tomers  are  very  nice  Sometimes  I  get 
one  in  a  hurry;  all  they  have  to  say  is. 
Give  me  a  paper.' 

The  occupational  hazards  are  few  for 
Shane,  but  the  fringe  benefits  — like 
the  friendships  he  has  had  time  to 
cultivate  while  working  the  corner- 
are  many. 

-  "Oh  yeah.  Tve  made  a  lot  of  friends 
since  I  started  working  here."  confides 
Shane  On  any  day  dozens  of  old  and 
new  friends  will  stop  by.  The  topics  of 
conversation  range  from  medicine  and 
doctors  to  the  49ers .  money ,  the 
homeless  and  Mayor  Feinstein.  The 
customer  relations  aspect  of  the  job  is 
what  Shane  most  enjoys. 

"I  like  my  job  a  lot.  1  make  good 
money,  but  it's  meeting  people  that  1 
like  the  most."  Shane  admits. 


Across  the  street  and  a  few  doors 
down.  Amy  Schaible  is  moving  fast. 
Her  fingers  fly  fast  over  the  keys  of  the 
old  style  mecharncai  cash  register 
while  her  mouth  keeps  pace  in  good- 
natured  kidding  with  her  customers. 
Schaible  is  definitely  in  the  right 
business 

Four  years  ago.  Schaible  worked  as 
a  sales  representative  for  a  tobacco 
firm  But  the  responsibilities  and  pres- 
sure became  unbearable  and  So-Lo's 
made  her  an  offer  she  couldn't  refuse 
She  has  worked  there  since,  often  at 
long  hours  in  a  job  she  thoroughly 
enjoys. 

In  addition  to  checking  groceries  at 
the  register,  Schaible  takes  care  of  the 
stockroom  and  coffee  pot.  From  the 
first  pot  until  the  end  of  the  day  is  a 
coffee  drinking  marathon  at  So-Lo's 
The  employees  go  through  two  pounds 
of  coffee  a  day. 

"I  love  this  job."  Schaible  says. 
"The  store's  business  is  of  course  the 
first  thing  to  take  care  of.  but  what  I 


enjoy  is  the  inter-relation  with  the 
customer." 

Schaible  knows  all  the  regular  cus- 
tomers by  name  and  greets  and  gives  a 
goodbye  to  all  who  come  to  the  store. 
She  does  all  she  can  to  prevent  a  visit 
to  the  store  from  being  a  cold  and 
impersonal  affair.  A  loose  thread  of 
conversation  from  one  visit  is  picked 
up  by  Schaible  and  carried  on  at  the 
next  It  s  that  personal  touch  that 
makes  Schaible  such  a  hit  at  the  store. 

Schaible  is  friendly  with  all  her 
customers  but  senior  citizens  get  the 
royal  treatment 

"1  want  to  help  the  older  customers 
the  most,"  she  explains  "Older 
people  who  have  nothing  to  go  to. 
They  raise  up  their  childreti,  the  kids 
leave  and  all  they're  left  with  is  their 
pet  and  the  four  walls.  I  try  to  make 
their  visit  to  the  store  the  highlight  of 
their  day." 

Schaible  is  finely -tuned  to  when 
they  have  been  absent  for  a  while. 
Visits  to  the  hospital  by  her  customers 
are  the  most  emotionally-trying  aspect 
of  the  job. 

One  day  an  elderly  gentleman  on  a 
cane  returned  to  the  store  after  a  long 
absence  due  to  a  hospital  stay  Upon 
finally  making  it  to  Schaible's  cash 
register  he  was  greeted  with  a  big  hug 
and  a  big  red  kiss  on  the  cheek.  The 
customer  took  it  in  stride 
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!  ANGELOS  HAIR  SALON 


&  ELECTROLYSIS 
CLINIC 

for  men  and  women's 
hair  needs 


Haircuts 

Perms 

Sets 


starting  at  $8 
$25 
$8  50 


Call  Angelo 
600  Ellis  673-7628 


OPENING!  

O    BIG  RED'S  BAR-B-QUE  &  DEL 

New  Orleans  Food  in  the  Heart  of  the  Tenderloin 

B.B.q.  Ribs,  B.B  Q.  Beef,  Cajun  Style  Spaghetti, 
Crab  Sandwiches  on  Fridays 

WHOLE  SMOKED  TURKEYS  AND  HAM  FOR  YOUR 
HOLIDAY  DINNERS 

Red  Beans  and  Rice  SI. SO 

Crab  Gumbo  S4.75 
Caiun  Style  Rice  $1.50 
All  dinners  served  with  soup,  beans,  nee  and  salad 


< 


245  Eddy  St.  S.F. 


885-5513 


Tenderloin  Times  IS 


Asians  Keep  Buddhist  Tradition  Alive  in  TL 


by  Sara  Colm  and  Chanthanom 
Ounkeo  with  Sophath  Pak 

Strange  things  often  happen  in 
the  Tenderloin  just  before  the 
full  moon  hits,  few  of  them  have 
much  rehgious  significance, 
however.  But  when  elderly  Lao  women 
scurry  from  store  to  store  at  that  time 
of  the  month,  buying  instant  coffee, 
bags  of  sugar,  toothbrushes  and  note- 
books, they  are  keeping  alive  a 
centuries  old  Buddhist  tradition. 

Later,  they  will  make  the  trek  to  a 
small  and  non  descript-looking  build- 
ing m  West  Oakland  that  blends 
quietly  into  its  bland  surroundings. 
When  the  women  and  their  families 
arrive,  the  building  perks  up  with 
dclivity.  The  elders  present  their 
newly  bought  goods  as  offerings  to  the 
ancestors,  surrounded  by  statues  of 
the  Buddha  and  sweet-smelling  can- 
dles, Outside  children  play  in  the  yard 
while  men  gather  to  smoke  and  talk 

This  temple  in  west  Oakland  is  one 
of  19  Lao.  16  Cambodian  and  over  100 
Vietnamese  Buddhist  temples  that 
have  been  built  in  this  country  in 
recent  years.  In  San  Francisco  there 
are  two  Vietnamese  temples  and  a 
Buddhist  Support  Committee  was 
recently  formed  to  support  a  monk  and 
temple  to  serve  the  city's  Cambodian 
community. 

in  their  new  life  in  America,  many 

Southeast  Asian  refugees  are  using 
their  Buddhist  faith  as  a  way  to  hold  on 
to  their  old  culture  while  coping  with 
llie  anxieties  of  a  strange  new  world. 

They  liave  gone  to  tremendous 
effort  and  expense  to  build  temples 
and  support  monks  so  that  they  can 
continue  to  practice  their  religion.  For 
Cambodians,  who  suffered  the  tem- 
porary eradication  of  Buddhism  and 
the  execution  of  many  monks  during 
tlie  Khmer  Rouge,  there  is  a  particular 


the  tender  side 


by  Robin  Wechsler 

The  holiday  season  is  upon  us,  so 
it's  time  to  wish  everyone  a  very 
Perry  Christmas.  Whether  you 
are  following  the  fascinating  football 
antics  of  William  "The  Refrigerator" 
Perry,  or  if  you  are  a  fan  of  our  own 
local,  Perry  Hill,  both  are  providing 
holiday  delight  and  entertainment. 
Perry  Hill  has  been  cast  as  Scrooge  in 
the  Cadillac  Player's  Christmas  pro- 
duction which  will  be  touring  Tender- 
loin hotels  later  this  month.  Fellow 
Cadillac  players  Flora  Harvey.  Frances 
Middleton,  Nancy  Hampton,  Carl 
Henry  and  Don  Troeger  join  Perry  as 
members  of  the  Christmas  show's 
cast,  Dan  Higgins.  who  received  great 
critical  acclaim  for  his  performance  in 
"An  Actor's  Nightmare,"  will  serve  as 
the  stage  manager  for  the  show,  which 
will  be  directed  by  Christine  Augcllo. 
Everyone  is  also  invited  to  celebrate 
Christmas  with  the  Cadillac  Players  on 
Thursday  December  19th.  7  p.m.  at 
380  Eddy 

Robin  Bedell-Waite  says  the  Exam- 
iner and  the  YMCA  will  be  sponsoring 
iheir  annual  Christmas  Camp  for 
Seniors.  Over  1000  Seniors  who  might 
otherwise  be  alone  on  Christmas  day 
will  be  celebrating  the  holiday  at  the 
Sheraton  Palace  Hotel  Entertainment 
will  be  provided  by  Trip  Playmate  and 
Larry  Randolph,  the  cast  of  the  stage 
show  comedy  "Greater  Tuna,"  Sign- 
ups for  the  Christmas  Camp  (you  must 
be  over  60)  begin  Monday  November 
25lh  at  the  Central  YMCA,  220  Golden 
Gate 

Marilyn  Muir  from  the  Trading 
Post,  reports  that  Jody  Monroe.  Tom 
Deadman,  Walter  Todd.  Theresa  Hop- 
kins and  Joy  Valdez  are  gearing  up  for 
a  I  enderloin  Christmas  Boutique  The 
Boutique,  which  will  feature  gift  and 


Som  Phay  is  chair  of  the  Cambo- 
dian Buddhist  Support  Committee. 

photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

intensity  about  reviving  the  religious 
life  here. 

"When  the  Khmer  Rouge  took  away 
religious  rights,  many  Khmers  felt 
they  killed  their  soul  and  robbed  them 
of  their  identity."  Sam  Yang,  of 
Philadelphia's  Southeast  Asian  Coali- 
tion told  a  recent  conference  on 
refugees  meeting  in  San  Francisco 

"Without  their  Buddhism,  the 
Khmers  felt  that  they  were  no  longer 
Khmer,  to  many  of  them,  living 
without  Buddhism  was  living  without 
tradition  and  culture,"  said  Yang. 

According  to  Som  Phay.  the  chair  of 
the  Buddhist  Support  Committee,  they 
have  found  it  difficult  to  raise  money 
because  most  Cambodian  refugees  are 
on  public  assistance.  So  they  are 
concentrating  now  on  organizing  and 
coordinating  Buddhist  ceremonies. 

'  The  committe  is  important  because 
it  brings  the  community  together  in 
these  ceremonies."  said  Som  Phay. 
"People  meet  each  other  and  find  long 


io'yi  friends  from  the  camps. ' '  he 
added 

For  most  Southeast  Asian  refugees. 
Buddhism  is  more  than  a  religion,  it  is 
a  way  of  life.  Most  are  Buddhist  at 
birth  — there's  no  event  like  Baptism. 
"We  learn  how  to  be  Buddhists  not 
through  formal  training  or  reading 
scriptures  but  through  observation  and 
participation, ' '  explained  Bounlieng 
Phommasouvanh,  a  Laotian  speaker  at 
the  refugee  conference. 

In  a  country  where  Buddhism  is  not 
widely  practiced  or  understood  and 
temples  and  monks  are  rare,  the 
problem.  Phommasouvanh  says,  is 
"how  the  young  people  can  be 
Buddhists  when  they  do  not  practice 
It  ■■ 

Buddhists  believe  in  reincarnation 
and  the  doctrine  of  "karma"— the 
deeds  in  this  life  determine  one's 
future  station  Thus  the  concept  of 
■  merit-making"  or  performing  good 
deeds  is  especially  important, 

"When  people  cannot  practice 
merit  - maki  ng  —  primarily  through 
making  offerings  to  the  monks  at  the 
temple  — they  lose  everything,"  ex- 
plained Phommasouvanh,  "If  they 
don't  have  a  temple,  they  lose  hope 
and  ask  themselves.  "Why  am  1  here?" 

Merit-making  activities  are  not  an 
individual  undertaking  but  must  be 
done  with  other  people  "You  achieve 
more  merit  when  you  share  a  merit- 
making  activity  with  other  people  And 
the  simple  act  of  merit-making  doesn't 
suffice  — It  has  to  be  done  with  the 
proper  conviction  and  motive."  ex- 
plained Phommasouvanh, 

The  two  ways  to  achieve  merit  in 
Buddhism,  according  to  Phommasou- 
vanh. are  for  a  man  or  one's  son  to  be 
ordained  as  a  monk  (the  highest  way) 
or  to  make  offerings  through  rituals  or 
at  the  temple. 

"The  monks  in  the  temples  are  like 
mailmen  in  the  post  office,"  explained 
Chanthy  Nhonthachit,  a  Tenderloin 


handcrafted  items  as  well  as  a 
■fiaveyour-picture-taken-with-Santa" 
session,  will  be  held  on  December  6th. 
7th  (and  hopefully  the  13th)  10  a  m. -5 
p  m  at  the  Reality  Arts  Workshop, 
366  Eddy, 

Send  your  good  luck  wishes  to  Jody 
Monroe.  Jody  Monroe  has  made  it 
through  the  preliminaries  of  the 
nationally  syndicated  television  pro- 
gram "Star  Search."  The  21-year-old 
dancer  now  faces  stiff  competition 
from  5  other  dancers  over  the  next  6 
months  to  win  $10,000  and  a  6  month 
contract  with  a  professional  dance 
troupe.  Jody  is  also  involved  in  more 
than  just  dancing,  teaching,  and 
choreography:  he's  also  Activities 
Coordinator  for  the  Tenderloin  Festi- 
val of  Lights  celebration  this  year,  and 
works  as  Donations  Coordinator  and 
Systems  Volunteer  Coordinator  for  the 
Tenderloin  Community  Endeavor. 
Jody  has  lived  in  the  Tenderloin  for  3 
years,  and  will  be  travelling  to  Los 
Angeles  for  the  audition. 

Bah  humbug,"  says  Christina 
Augello  and  James  Osborne  who  both 
had  birthdays  in  November  which  I 
neglected  to  mention  in  last  month's 
column 

Happy  December  birthdays  to  Jagiri 
Tanwar,  Bein  Wong,  Helmar  Sandboe, 
Anna  Krivonic,  Glen  Robinson.  Willie 
Edmonds,  John  Lee  and  Carol  Mati- 
son. 

Congratulations  to  Ben  Nugent  who 
was  honored  last  month  by  a  group  of 
his  friends  who  wanted  to  acknow- 
ledge Ben's  numerous  contributions  to 
the  Tenderloin  community  Ben  was 
treated  to  a  brunch  prepared  by  Flora 
Harvey.  Carol  Matison  and  Melissa 
McNeil.  Other  friends  joined  in  for  the 
festivities,  toasted  Ben  and  presented 
him  with  a  special  gift 

A  correction  to  last  month's  column 
111  which  1  reported  that  Richard  Chan 
was  the  new  director  of  the  Tenderloin 
Recreation  Center.  Not  exactly  true. 


says  Kelly  Cullen,  Suzanna  Tishman 
and  Diana  Wong  who  are  all  also 
directors  with  the  Tenderloin  Recrea- 
tion Center  Diana  explained  to  me 
that  Kelly  has  been  there  the  longest 
and  they  are  all  employees  of  the 
city...  Diana  has  been  running  a 
Christmas  arts  and  crafts  program  for 
Tenderloin  kids  Jennifer  Phillips, 
Zach  Phillips.  Ramone  Moore,  Son 
Van  Dinh.  Dung  Pham  and  Tien  Trat 
have  all  been  busy  making  wreaths, 
stockings  and  ornaments  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  Christmas  season, 

Happy  anniversary  Central  YMCA! 
Mayor  Feinstein  procalimed  Novem-' 
ber  24th.  1985  Central  YMCA  Day  in 
honor  of  the  building's  75th  anni- 
versary. The  building  was  dedicated 
on  November  24.  1910  by  William 
Howard  Taft  who  laid  the  cornerstone 
with  the  slogan  "This  building  will  be 
a  great  character  facility."  Deputy 
Mayor  Jim  Lazarus  presented  the 
framed  proclamation  to  Executive 
Director  John  Dabrow  preceding  the 
noontime  aerobics  class.  Decked  out  in 
their  "old  time"  dress.  "Y"  employ- 
ees Carmela  Gold,  Dennis  Floyd, 
Stefano  Hillman.  Robin  Bedell-White 
and  others  were  on  hand  for  the  cele- 
bration and  reception 

And  a  few  closing  tender  tidbits... 
Leroy  Looper.  who  has  just  been 
elected  the  new  President  of  the 
Manager's  Council  says  that  the 
Concerned  Business  Persons  of  the 
Tenderloin  are  buying  uniforms  for  our 
basketball  team  which  plays  in  our 
new  park 

Our  phantom  diner  says  that 
chicken  with  lemon  grass"  is  a  real 
bargain  at  Sai's  Vietnamese  Restau- 
rant on  491  Ellis, 

And  tender  welcomes  to  Carol 
Foerster.  the  new  Property  Manager 
of  the  Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Dev- 
elopment Corporation  and  Dante  Ven- 
tresca.  the  new  youth  director  at  the 
Central  YMCA. 


Som  Phay  returned  temporarily  to 
the  monkhood  for  10  days  while 
in  a  refugee  camp  in  Thailand. 

resident  who  is  a  spiritual  leader  in  the 
Laotian  community  "The  monk  sends 
the  things  that  are  offered  to  your 
deceased  ancestors.  The  offerings  are 
also  for  oneself  for  when  one  dies." 

Reverend  Thich  Tinh  Tu,  the 
founder  of  both  Tu  Quang  Temple  and 
a  monastery  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Mountains,  is  the  Buddhist  leader  for 
the  Vietnamese  community  in  San 
Francisco. 

He.  as  well  as  elders  like  Som  Phay 
in  the  Cambodian  community  or 
Chanthy  Nhonthachit  in  the  Laotian 
community,  both  of  whom  had  been 
monks  in  their  homelands,  do  much  of 
the  preparation  and  organizing  of 
traditional  ceremonies.  Chanthy  oftens 
leads  the  people  at  the  Lao  temple  in 
answering  the  monks  in  the  ceremo- 
nial language,  Pali 

Som  Phay  was  a  monk  in  Cambodia 
for  twelve  years  before  he  left  the 
monkhood  to  join  the  anti-French 
resistance  forces  just  after  World  War 
11  But  he  yearns  to  be  a  monk  again 
even  though  it  would  mean  moving 
away  from  his  family  He  is  67  years 
old  now  and  feels  a  strong  urge  for 
spiritual  retreat  to  study  the  Buddhist 
teachings  and  come  closer  to  peace  of 
mind. 

For  Buddhists,  the  temple  is  a 
genuine  center  for  the  community. 
Young  boys  are  sent  to  school  there, 
others  go  to  meet  their  friends,  while 
the  other  people  can  live  there  with  the 
monks  for  spiritual  retreat  in  their 
later  days 

The  temple  is  also  a  place  to  heal  old 
wounds  of  war 

Fifiy-year-old  Ounkham.  who's 
been  in  America  one  year,  was 
imprisoned  and  buried  alive  every  day 
for  many  weeks  during  the  war  The 
torture  left  him  nervous  and  weak, 

"During  the  war  1  promised  Buddha 
I  would  give  myself  to  him  if  I  ever  got 
away.  "  he  said  "1  stayed  in  the 
tt?mple  in  Oakland  for  two  weeks 
praying  and  saying  thank  you.  I  feel 
much  better  now  and  can  laugh  and 
relax  a  little  more  with  my  family  " 


LENVIN  &  GESMER 
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General  Civil  Practice 
Including: 

•  Personal  Injury 
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Tenderloin's  African  Refugees 


continued  from  page  1 

press  attention. 

"People  arc  fleeing  because  of  civil 
unrest,  the  drought  and  the  stagnant 
ecoTiomic  situation."  says  Mulugcta 
Gorefa,  director  of  the  Ethiopian 
Refugee  Resettlement  Project  spon- 
sored by  Third  Baptist  Church.  "The 
drought  has  accelerated  the  whole 
thing," 

Girmai  Gibrehiw  also  lived  in  the 
Tenderloin  after  first  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  Tigray.  another 
war-torn  province  m  northern  Ethio- 
pia "The  situation  was  not  good  for 
me  there.  '  he  explains-  "My  life  was 
m  danger,  People  don't  have  the  right 
to  speak  — there's  no  democracy.  I 
disagreed  with  the  way  the  govern- 
ment was  going 

Compared  to  other  refugee  groups 
arriving  at  around  the  same  time,  such 
as  the  Southeast  Asians,  the  Ethio- 
pian/Eritrcan  community  is  small  and 
without  much  of  a  social  service 
support  system. 

Habtegiorgis  is  bitter  about  the  lack 
of  social  services  for  Ethiopians. 
"When  I  came  here,  no  person  or 
organization  gave  me  any  meaningful 
help  at  all."  he  says,  "When  I  went  to 
a  refugee  resettlement  organization 
the  worker  there  gave  me  three  dollars 
and  told  me  that  they  couldn't  help  me 
much.  I  was  insulted  by  that,  I  will 
never  go  to  another  organization 
again  ' 


Eritrea  and  Ethiopia  are  located  in 
the  eastern  Horn  of  Africa. 

The  Ethiopian  Refugee  Resettle- 
ment Project  provides  refugees  with 
job  training  and  other  basic  social 
services,  as  well  as  running  a  halfway 
house  for  20  to  30  people  when  they 
first  get  to  town  Gerefa  says  that 
while  they  have  never  turned  anyone 
away,  "there  still  is  a  need  out  there" 
and  that  more  services,  if  funded, 
would  be  utilized  by  the  community. 

Civil  War  Back  Home 

The  complex  political  differences 
within  the  Ethiopian/Eritrean  com- 
munity make  it  difficult  for  any  one 
group  to  adequately  serve  the  popu- 
lation. "Its  difficult  to  organize 
Eritreans  as  Ethiopians  — they  resent 


that,"  says  Tekeste  Seium.  an  Eri- 
trean  who  works  as  a  job  developer  for 
Catholic  Social  Services. 

The  friction  is  evident  in  the  fact 
that  most  Eritreans  don't  like  to  be 
referred  to  as  Ethiopians  As  Habte- 
giorgis says.  "Please  don't  call  me 
Ethiopian.  Call  me  Eritrean." 

"Ethiopians  are  killing  their  fami- 
lies and  destroying  their  country." 
adds  Seium  "Almost  every  Eritrean 
here  has  lost  a  close  family  member. " 

Vet  at  the  same  time.  Seium  says. 
Ethiopians  and  Eritreans  face  common 
problems  as  newcomers  in  the  Unite 
States  "I  sit  and  drink  coffee  with 
Ethiopians."  he  says  "We  might 
have  political  problems  but  we  treat 
each  other  as  refugees." 

Seium  cites  an  example  of  the 
groups  coming  together  in  a  time  of 
crisis  When  a  Tigrayan  woman  com- 
mitted suicide  last  year  money  was 
received  from  Eritreans.  Tigrayans 
and  Ethiopians  alike  to  send  her  body 
home. 

Nonetheless  Seium  says  the  political 
tensions  continue  because  "there  is  a 
constant  memory  by  Eritreans  of 
what  has  happened  —  the  Ethiopian 
invasion,  losing  family  members  in  the_ 
war  — and  what's  going  on  right  now. 
Vou  can't  ignore  it." 

Common  Problems 

Like  other  refugees.  Ethiopians  and 
Eritreans  have  problems  with  the 
English  language  and  finding  afford- 
able housing  and  jobs  One  of  the 
hardest  things  for  them,  according  to 
Gerefa.  is  cultural  adjustment  and 
getting  used  to  the  American  style  of 
work 

"Our  people  have  a  different 
concept  of  time,"  says  Gerefa  "We're 
not  as  rushed  back  home  — you  get 
there  when  you  get  there.  Here  time  is 
very  important,  You  call  if  you're 
late  — or  send  a  cable!" 

High  expectations  is  another  prob- 
lem, "People  come  here  thinking 
they'll  get  a  nice  job.  high  pay.  beauti- 
ful apartment,"  says  Gerefa,  "They 
have  to  face  reality  — that  they  have  to 
work  hard  and  stay  on  the  job." 

Until  they  do  find  work,  negotiating 
the  welfare  system  is  a  confusing  and 
frustrating  task  for  Ethiopian/Eritrean 
refugees,  according  to  Jill  Cochran,  a 
social  worker  with  the  Ethiopian 
Refugee  Resettlement  Project,  "The 
fact  that  they  can't  go  to  school 
fulltime  and  stay  on  welfare  is 
devastating  to  them  because  they 
place  such  a  high  value  on  education." 
she  says. 

Public  assistance  problems  arc  com- 
pounded, according  to  Seium.  by  the 
fact  that  there  are  no  African  case- 
workers at  the  Department  of  Social 
Services 

In  spite  of  the  problems.  Kebedc 
Worku.  an  Ethiopian,  says  he  has  not 
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Daniel  Abebe  and  Abera  Alemu  are  two  residents  of  the  halfway  house  run  by 
the  Ethiopian  Refugee  Resettlement  Project  for  newcomers  to  San  Francisco. 


encountered  incidents  of  racial  dis- 
crimination. "We  don't  come  here 
with  a  notion  of  black-white  dif- 
ferences." explains  Worku, 

The  Tenderloin  itself  can  be  a  hard 
thing  for  newcomers  to  get  used  to. 
Gebrchiw  said  that  he  had  read  in 
Time  and  Newsweek  about  high 
unemployment  rates  in  the  Utiited 
States  prior  to  arriving  Nonetheless 
he  was  amazed  by  the  poverty  he 
found  in  the  Tenderloin, 

The  sight  of  people  sleeping  in  the 
streets  also  shocked  Turk  Street 
resident  Michael  Rahu  "Why  doesn't 
the  government  do  something  about 
the   homeless  people   here   in  the 


Tenderloin?"  he  asks.  "The  United 
States  is  a  rich  nation.  Why  can't  it 
feed  these  people?" 

Even  simple  things  bother  lonely 
newcomers  homesick  for  their  old  life. 
'  Back  home,  it's  common  to  invite 
your  neighbors  over  for  tea."  says 
Gebrehiw.  ' ' Here. ' '  he  adds,  "you 
don't  know  who  is  living  around  you." 

But  other  find  the  crazy  diversity  of 
the  Tenderloin  a  tolerant  and  even 
welcoming  atmosphere  for  newcom- 
ers Habtegiorgis  was  one  of  the  few 
non  Asians  living  in  his  Eddy  Street 
apartment  building  but  says  he  found 
his  neighbors  warm  and  friendly,  "I 
came  to  love  Vietnamese  food."  he 
said. 


A  Tenderloin  Thanksgiving 

Big  Hearts,  Fat  Turkeys 


by  Eve  Mitchell 

I want  to  give  something  back  to  the 
community,"  said  Joe  Bitton  as  he 
carefully  carved  a  plump,  juicy 
turkey,  the  last  of  the  22  he  had 
roasted  to  provide  free  Thanksgiving 
dinners  at  Strand's,  his  Geary  Street 
restaurant 

Bitten  made  the  decision  this  year 
while  recovering  from  a  car  accident  to 
buy  Strand's,  known  to  many  local 
residents  as  the  fish  and  chips  place 
that  delivers  to  the  Edinburgh  Castle 
Pub  just  up  the  street. 

A  former  Israeli  paratrooper  who 
grew  up  in  a  kibbutz,  which  he  credits 
with  teaching  him  the  value  of  working 
for  the  good  of  the  community,  Bitton 
extends  this  philosophy  to  Strand's 
He  has  expanded  the  menu  to  include 
prime  ribs  and  New  York  steaks  for 
under  $6  00, 

"We  still  deliver  fish  and  chips  to 
the  Edinburgh  Castle."  he  said  with  a 
smile. 

For  this  year's  Thanksgiving  feast, 
Bitton's  friends  and  customers  assist- 
ed with  the  preparation  and  serving  of 
food,  but  the  cost  of  the  turkeys, 
mashed  potatoes,  vegetables,  stuffing 
and  cranberry  sauce  came  out  of 
Bitton's  own  pocket.  Pumpkin  pies 
were  donated  by  Eppler's  Bakery  on 
Geary  Street  and  the  Wonder  Bread 
Bakery  in  Oakland  provided  bread 

Bitton  would  like  to  prepare  another 
free  dinner  at  Christmas  but  said  he 
needs  donations  of  food  to  help  with 
the  expenses. 

"I  had  to  make  a  decision  between 
giving  this  Thanksgiving  dinner  or 
paying  my  daughter's  school  tuition  so 
1  chose  to  delay  paying  the  tuition  so  I 
could  do  this."  he  said 

His  13  year-old  daughter.  Jasmine, 
didti't  seem  to  mind  because  she''was 
one  of  the  volunteers  who  helped 
serve  over  800  meals. 


Bitton  is  a  relative  newcomer  to  the 
free  holiday  meal  business,  but  St. 
Anthony's  Dining  Hal!  has  been  doing 
it  for  35  years,  thanks  to  donations  of 
food  and  money  which  sustain  it 
year-round  and  have  made  its  Thanks- 
giving dinner  a  holiday  tradition  in  San 
Francisco,  This  Thanksgiving  St 
Anthony's  served  over  3500  meals. 

"Actually  we  served  over  6500  trays 
of  food  because  there's  no  limits  on 
seconds. ' '  said  Eric  Thomas  who 
works  at  the  dining  hall. 

"There  arc  no  truer  saints  than 
there  at  St  Anthony's."  said  Milton 
Duris.  a  retired  Southern  Pacific  rail- 
road worker  who  was  accompanied  to 
dinner  by  his  95  year-old  mother,  fvlay 
Duris, 

A  young  couple.  Una  and  John 
Glaser.  enjoyed  their  meal,  which 
consisted  of  turkey,  stuffing,  cran- 
berry sauce,  fruit  salad,  coffee  and  ice 
cream,  "The  food's  great  here,"  they 
both  agreed  as  Una  Glaser  raised  a 
chit  that  signalled  one  of  the  many 
volunteers  to  bring  them  another 
serving.  Couples  and  women  with 
children  were  served  their  second 
helpings  instead  of  having  to  go 
through  the  line  again.  Disabled 
patrons  and  women  with  children  were 
seated  and  served  without  having  to  go 
through  the  line  at  all, 

"We've  had  an  increase  in  women 
and  children  over  the  last  few  years," 
said  dining  hall  manager  Don  Cavan. 
"But  our  policy  has  always  been  no 
questions  asked  People  are  hungry, 
we  like  to  see  them  eat." 

Other  free  meal  programs  in  the 
Central  City  were  also  busy,  Glide 
Church  served  up  turkey  and  trim- 
mings and  reported  serving  more  than 
7000  meals.  Episcopal  Sanctuary  pro- 
vided food  for  hundreds  more  at  their 
Eighth  Street  shelter  and  the  Salvation 
Army  served  another  good-sized 
crowd. 


AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  FOR  SENIORS 
AND  HANDICAPPED 

DOROTHY  DAY  BUILDING 
100  Apartments 

Sponsored  by  Catholic  Social  Service,  San  Francisco 

•  Rent  based  on  your  income  (federally  assisted  housing) 

•  62  years  of  age  and  older  and/or  handicapped 

•  Studios  and  one-Bedrooms 

•  Near  San  Francisco  Civic  Center,  McAllister  &  Leaven- 
worth 

•  Availability  for  Occupancy,  April  1986 
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For  applications  call  or  write: 

Dorothy  Day  c/o  John  Stewart  Company 
2330  Marin  Ship  Way  Suite  200 
Sausalito,  CA.  94965  332-7027 

Application  Deadline:  December  31, 1985 


SAN  FRANCISCO  NOW  ENFORCES 
NO  ALCOHOL  SALES  TO  MINORS 


WHY  a  No  Sales  of 
Alcohol  to  Minors  Task 
Force? 

BECAUSE  there  is  strong  statistical  evidence  that  Alcohol  is 
becoming  the  drug  of  choice  for  teenagers  in  this  country. 
BECAUSE  Two  out  of  three  American  teens  have  used 
alcohol  before  the  16th  birthday. 

BECAUSE  between  1981  and  1984  the  San  Francisco  Police 
arrested  796  juveniles  for  alcohol  violations;  over  75%  of 
these  violations  involved  the  illegal  purchase  of  alcohol 
BECAUSE  half  of  all  teenage  deaths  are  alcohol  or  drug- 
related 

BECAUSE  the  most-mentioned  drug  by  youths  calling 
Suicide  Prevention  Center  in  San  Francisco  1982-83  was 
alcohol 


WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 


□  Call  and  request  a  complaint  form  be  mailed  to  you 

□  Call  and  request  a  plan  on  how  you  can  work  with  organi- 
zations, and  merchants  in  your  neighborhood 

□  Volunteer  your  efforts  toward  our  task  force 

□  Have  your  organization  formally  endorse  our  work. 


The  S.in  Fr.incisco  Prevention  Project  complaint  committee 
will  lorw.ird  iind  monitor  your  complaint  to  the  appropriate 
juihoriues  We  will  respond  to  the  nature  of  action  taken  on 
your  compliiint  in  writing  within  4  weeks  to  date  of  receipt  of 
cumpldini 

I  hf  S.in  Fr.incisco  Prevention  Project  is  not  an  investigative 
.igentv 
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WHAT  WE  DO; 

□  Provide  complaint  forms 

□  Work  with  a  complaint  committee  to  process  complaints 
on  merchants  selling  alcohol  to  minors 

□  Direct  educational  contact  with  merchants  and  parents' 
associations 

□  Liaison  with  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  and  Police 
Department 


CALL  861-2142 


Return  lorms  to 

S,m  Francisco  Prevention  Project 
t  o  C  S  A  S 
17t)  Fell  Street 
S  F  CA  94102 


*  COMPLAINT  FORM  OF  "NO  ALCOHOL  SALES  TO  MINORS"  TASK  FORCE  * 

*  * 

*  Nature  of  Complaint  * 
«                               ^   —   * 

*  Store  Name  listed  &  Address:    * 

*  Date  sent  to  the  S.F.  Prevention  Project.    * 

«   * 

*  Date  of  Incident;    * 

«   « 

*  « 
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MONDAYS 

Physical  Fitness  lor  Seniors:  Ongoing 
fitness  classes  led  and  supervised  by  a 
certified  instructor.  Fitness  class  8:45- 
9:30  am,;  in-waler  exercise.  10:00- 
10:30  a  m.  Take  one  or  both  classes. 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 
YMCA.  220  Golden  Gate.  Non- 
members  $10  for  8  weeks;  members 
free. 

Life  Drawing  and  Painting  Workshop: 

Hospitality  HuuSb,  146  Leavenworth, 
7-10  p  m,  Free. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  meets  Monday- 
Friday  at  291  Eddy.  7:30  p.m.  Free. 
Pottery    and    Sculpture  Workshop: 
Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenworth, 
7-10  p  m  Free. 

rUESDAYS 

Legal  Counseling  for  Women:  Spon- 
sored by  WOMAN.  Inc.,  2940  16lh  St.. 
9:30  a  m  Free. 

Theatre  and  Movement  Workshop: 

Exploring  what  our  community  Is, 
where  we  live  and  who  we  are.  Alt 
welcome  YMCA  Auditorium.  2nd 
floor.  220  Golden  Gate,  8:30-10  p.m. 
Free. 

Print  Making:  Hospitality  House,  146 
Leavenworth.  7-10  p.m.  Free. 
Polk  Street  Town  Hall:  First  and  third 
Tuesdays  of  the  month.  Working  on 
youth  problems  in  the  Tenderloin  and 
Polk  Gulch.  All  interested  people 
welcome,  1751  Sacramento.  6:30-8:30 
p  m  Free. 

WEDNESDAYS 

Making  Music:  Music,  singing,  danc- 
ng  with  the  Downtown  Senior  Center 
Rhythm  Band.  Please  note  new 
address:  481  O'Farrell,  10:45  a.m. 
Free. 

Farmer's  Market:  Farm  fresh  produce 
n  the  heart  of  the  city.  United  Nations 

Plaza  near  the  Civic  Center.  11-6  p.m 
nfant/Toddler  Lapsit:  A  story  time  for 
nfanls    to   age   3.    Share  nursery 

rhymes,  songs,  games  and  simple 


stones  with  your  young  child  Child- 
ren's Room,  Main  Library,  7  p.m. 
Free. 

Tenderloin  Writers'  Workshop:  Hospi- 
tality House,  146  Leavenworth,  7  p.m. 
Free. 

THURSDAYS 

Spanish    Class:    Downtown  Senior 

Center  Please  note  new  address;  481 

O'Farrell.  10:30  a.m.  Free. 

Art:  Admission  to  the  San  Francisco 

Museum  of  Modern  Art  is  free  every 

Thursday.  6-10  p.m.  Van  Ness  and 

McAllister, 

FRIDAYS 

Senior's  Photo  Club:  Learn  to  shoot, 
develop  and  print  your  own  photos 
with  the  Central  YMCA's  Senior  Photo 
Club.  Well-equipped  darkroom  avail- 
able and  professional  instruction  on 
developing  and  printing.  Fridays.  1:30 
p.m.  For  more  info,  call  885-0460  or 
drop  in  at  220  Golden  Gate. 
Meditation:  The  San  Francisco  Medi- 
tation Center  holds  mantra  meditation 
evenings  every  week  on  Friday,  Satur- 
day and  Tuesdays.  Included  in  the 
evening  are  an  introduction,  group 
meditation  and  video  lectures.  1249 
8th  Ave.,  6:30  p  m,  Free. 
DIscusson  Group:  "For  Women  On- 
ly." Downtown  Senior  Center,  481 
O'Farrell,  9:30  a.m.  Free. 
Tea  Dance:  Live  band  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel.  Main  and  Market  Sts. 
5:30-8.30  p.m.  Free. 
Chess  Club:  Learn  how  to  play  Chinese 
and  International  chess,  For  all  ages. 
Main  Library.  Children's  Room,  3-5 
p  m.  Free. 

SATURDAYS 

Preschool  Storytime:  Program  of 
songs,  games,  stories  and  poetry. 
Ages  3-5.  Children's  Room,  Main 
Library,  11  a  m  Free. 
Infant/Toddler  Lapsit:  A  storytime  for 
infants  to  age  3.  Share  nursery 
rhymes,  songs,  games  and  simple 
stories  with  your  young  child,  Child- 
ren s  Room,  Mam  Library,  10  a.m. 
Free. 


-  HEART  OF  THE  CITY- 

farmers: 

MARKET 


UNITED  NATIONS  PLAZA 

near  the  Civic  Center 

WED^VESDiirS,  llani-&pni 
SmfDATS,  Sam-'lpm 


Food  Stamps  Accepted 


For  More  Info  Call  885-2001 


SUNDAYS 

Church  Celebration:  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  330  Ellis,  9 
a.m.  and  11  a.m.  Free. 
Dancing:  Socializing,  refreshments 
and  coffee.  The  YWCA  Senior  Center 
offers  weekly  ballroom  dances  to  the 
sounds  of  live  bands,  620  Sutter.  2-4 
p  m  Free. 

Farmers  Market:  Farm  fresh  produce 
in  the  heart  of  the  city.  United  Nations 
Plaza,  8  a  m.  to  2  p,m. 
Church  Services:  St,  Boniface  Catholic 
Church.  133  Golden  Gate,  7:30  a.m.,  9 
a.m.,  10:30  a.m.,  12:15  p.m.  Free. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Friday,  December  6 
Christmas  Boutique:  Will  feature  a 
variety  of  holiday  gift  items  at  very 
affordable  prices.  Pictures  with  Santa 
will  be  available.  Continues  Saturday, 
December  7,  Reality  House  West.  380 
Eddy  St..  10-5  p.m. 
Workshop:  "Teenage  Problems  of  the 
Eighties,"  with  guest  speaker  Marsha 
Young  of  the  Teenage  Pregnancy 
Project,  Main  Library,  Commission 
Room  (3rd  fl.).  12-1  p,m.  Free. 
Sale:  Tenderloin  Festival  of  Lights 
Flea  Market  Clothing,  books,  house- 
wares. Boeddeker  Park,  Jones  and 
Eddy  Sts.,  10  a.m. -3  p.m. 

Saturday,  December  7 
Film:  "Private  Benjamin,"  with  Gol- 
die  Hawn  and  Eileen  Brennan,  Look- 
ing for  direction  in  her  life,  a  rich 
young  woman  enlists  in  the  army,  only 
to  find  it  quite  different  from  the 
posters  and  commercials,  Captioned 
for  the  hearing  impaired.  Main 
Library,  Lurie  Room.  10  a.m.  Free. 
Holiday  Boutique:  The  California 
League  for  the  Handicapped  will  turn 
their  headquarters  info  a  bustling 
emporium  of  distinctive  holiday  pre- 
sents and  delicious  home  baked 
goodies.  1299  Bush  St,,  11-5  p.m, 

Monday,  December  9 
Art  Exhibit:  Animal  and  Western 
paintings  and  drawings  by  Tom 
Phillips.  Works  focus  on  animals,  their 
behavior  and  expressions.  First  Uni- 
tarian Church,  1187  Franklin,  9-5  p.m. 
Show  runs  through  December  30. 

Food  Co*op:  Tenderloin  Trading  Post 
monthly  membership  meeting.  Parti- 
cipate in  this  community  food  cooper- 
ative. Non-members  welcome.  Free 
coffee,  476  Eddy,  4  p.m. 

Wednesday,  December  11 
Tree  Trimming:  Kids  age  6  and  older 
are  invited  to  make  their  own  Christ- 
mas tree  decorations.  All  materials 
p^royided-   Mam   Library,  Children's 


OLD  MAGAZINES  & 

PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Grrly  —  Movie  —  Rock  — 
Fashion  —  etc. 

Noon  to  7  p  m  Mon  to  Sat 
731  LARKIN 


Room,  3.30  p  m  Free, 

Thursday,  December  12 
Large  Screen  Video:  Laurel  and  Hardy 
comedy  classics  (four  short  subjects 
Mam  Library,  Lurie  Room,  12  noon 
Free. 

Folk  Music:  Original  Country-Western 
and  folk  compositions  by  Judy  Freed 
man,  Main  Library,  Lurie  Room,  ; 
p  m.  Free. 

Friday.  December  13 

Gift  Making:  Celebrate  the  holiday 

season  by  making  your  own  specia 

presents.  For  ages  6  and  older.  Main 

Library.  Children's  Room.  3:30  p.m 

Free. 

Sunday,  December  15 
Benefit:  An  evening  of  live  music 
dance,  theatre  and  more  for  the 
benefit  of  El  Salvadoran  refugees,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7 
p.m  Donation:  $4,  children  under  12 
free.  For  more  info,  call  282-2317  or 
621-4225. 

Wednesday,  December  16 
Holiday  Festival:  Come  and  enjoy 
selections  from  "The  Nutcracker"  by 
the  San  Francisco  Ballet,  Enjoy 
Hanukkah  story  as  well  as  a  holiday 
sing  along.  Main  Library,  Children's 
Room.  3:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  December  19 
Large  Screen  Video:  "Mickey's  Christ- 
mas  Carol."    Main    Library,  Lurie 
Room,  12  noon  Free. 

Friday,  December  20 
Workshop:  Drunk  Driving,"  with 
guest  speaker  Rose  Guilbalt.  Director 
of  Editorials  and  Public  Affairs  for 
KGO-TV.  Main  Library,  Commission 
Room  (3rd  fl.)  12-1  p.m.  For  more  info 
call  558-4031. 

Saturday,  December  21 
Film  Benefit:  Help  the  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation  Food  Bank  by 
attending  a  special  benefit  matinee  of 
"Lust  in  the  Dust,"  starring  Divine,  at 
the  Castro  Theatre.  Admission  will  be 
the  contribution  of  canned  foods  or 
toiletry  items  at  the  door.  Doors  open 
at  1 1  30,  show  starts  at  12  noon 
Film:  "Annie  Hall."  Woody  Allen's 
Academy  Award  winning  autobio- 
grahical  love  story.  Captioned  for  the 
hearing  impaired  Mam  Library,  Lurie 
Room,  10  a  m.  Free. 

Tuesday,  December  24 
Free  Films:  The  Strand  Theatre 
offering  Seniors  free  admission  today 
and  tomorrow  (Christmas  day).  Fea- 
tures include  Harrison  Ford  in  "Wit- 
ness," Clint  Eastwood  in  "Pale 
Rider,"  and  Robert  Mitchum  in  "The 
Night  of  the  Hunter."  1127  Market, 
621-2227. 

Thursday,  December  26 
Large  Screen  Video:  Shirley  Temple  in 
"The  Little  Princess."  Main  Library, 
Lune  Room,  12  noqn^__FrgeN 


Good  Luck  49' ers 
Frank's  21  Club 


DISCOUNT  JEWELRY  CENTER 

936  Geary  between  Larkin  &  Polk 

3  for  $5.00 

EXQUISITE 

Necklaces  28",  38",  48",  58",  78"  Pearls, 
Beads,  Brass  &  Silver  Bracelets 

Earrings  of  all  kinds  — Pierced  &  Clip-ons 
Earcuffs,  Studs,  Bracelets,  Puka  Shells 

Open  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.       Ph.  441-3992 
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Powerful  Khmer  Drama 
Revives  Tragic  Memories 


by  Sara  Colm 

The  audience  sat  in  stunned  si- 
lence after  watching  a  powerful 
performance  of  "Where  is  Free- 
dom?" by  the  Cambodian  Cultural 
Society  last  month  at  the  Reality 
Arts  Workshop,  The  short  drama 
depicted  scenes  such  as  the  execution 
of  monks,  soldiers  threatening  to  kill  a 
mother's  baby  if  she  did  not  regurn  to 
work,  or  the  beating  of  a  peasant  for 
stealing  a  frog  to  augment  his  meager 
diet,  events  that  were  part  of  everyday 
life  for  millions  of  Cambodians  during 
the  genocidal  regime  of  the  Khmer 
Rouge 

For  the  Americans  in  the  audience  it 
was  a  gut-wrenching  education  about 
the  holocaust  their  Cambodian  neigh- 
bors experienced.  For  the  actors, 
writers  and  other  Cambodians  in  the 
audience  the  play  revived  memories 
that  are  not  to  be  forgotten, 

Originally  conceived  and  performed 
Ml  Khao-I-Dang  refugee  camp  in  Thai- 
land, the  play  was  written  by  Eddy 
Street  resident  Sophin  Ros,  who 
played  the  lead  Khmer  Rouge  cadre 
with  an  awesome  anger  and  intensity. 
Sameth  Chea.  who  directed  the  play, 
said  that  when  it  was  first  performed 
in  the  camp  some  members  of  the 
audience  got  so  upset  that  they  threw 
stones  and  oranges  at  the  actors. 

"But  that's  (the  sign  of)  a  good 
play!"  asserts  Chea.  Both  Chea  and 
Ros  said  that  people  should  not  forget 
the  horrors  of  the  Khmer  Rouge 
Chea.  whose  father  was  executed 
almost  immediately  after  the  Khmer 
Rouge  came  to  power  in  1975,  says:  "I 
warit  revenge.  I  feel  anger  when  I  do 
the  play.  But  1  feel  it's  important  not  to 
forget  ' 

Most  of  the  actors  in  the  drama  were 
under  the  age  of  16.  The  actors  spoke 
in  Khmer  while  Christina  Augello  read 
an  English  translation  in  monotone 
over  a  microphone  — a  contrast  to  the 
sharp  screams  and  cries  of  the  Cam- 
bodian actors.  The  audience  sat. 
silently  shocked,  jarred  by  the  abrupt 
change  of  the  evening's  entertainment 
from  the  first  part  of  the  show  which 
was  a  lovely  series  of  lyrical  folk 
dances  by  colorfully  costumed  youths. 

During  the  play  a  Cambodian 
woman  sat  against  the  wall,  her  eyes 
wide,  a  hand  covermg  her  mouth. 
Tears  streamed  down  her  face  as  she 
remembered  but  was  unable  to  turn 
her  eyes  away  from  the  stage. 

"Have  you  seen  this  before?"  a 
young  Cambodian  was  asked  after  the 
play  "Many  times."  he  responded. 
"Every  day  under  the  Khmer  Rouge. 
And  I'll  never  forget  the  day  they 
dragged  my  father  away  " 

Later  across  Eddy  Street  at  Angkor 
Chum  restaurant,  another  Cambodian, 
who  had  walked  out  of  the  theater 
when  the  drama  part  of  the  evening's 
entertainment  began,  sat  quietly 
drinking  tea  by  himself  "Had  you 
seen  il  before?"  I  asked  him.  "Yes. 
everyday."  he  said.  "1  did  not  need  to 
see  it  again  " 


Refugee  Camp  Mural  to  be 
Shown  in  Slide  Program 


Support  our 
Advertisers! 


Announcing  T.S.O.P.'s 
HEALTH  RESOURCE 
CENTER 

NOW  OPEN 
Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday 
1-4  p.m. 
240  Jones 
Offering    books,  tapes, 
and  resources  on  a  variety 
of  health  topics. 


Sophin  Ros  says:  "I  wrote  the  p'lay 
to  show  how  the  Khmer  Rouge 
destroyed  everything  in  Cambodia  — 
the  culture,  art,  temples.  Buddha, 
religion."  "I  don't  want  the  small 
child  to  forget 


Last  March  two  Americans  tra- 
velled lo  a  Cambodian  refugee 
Lamp  in  Thailand  to  work  with  children 
and  young  artists  there  to  create  a 
mural  depicting  the  life,  culture. 
Iiislory  and  flight  of  the  Khmer  people. 


I 


Khmer  Rouge  threaten  a  young  mother  and  her  child  if  she  does  not  return  to 
work  in  a  scene  from  "Where  is  Freedom?"  Photo:  Sara  Colm 


New  Art  on  Powell  Street 


by  Emily  T.  Cutler 

Six  Bay  Area  artists  are  showing 
their  work  in  the  second  show  at 
Hatley-Martin  art  gallery,  lo- 
cated at  41  Powell  Street.  As  a  whole 
the  exhibit  encompasses  painting, 
photography,  sculpture,  glass  and 
feminism.  It  will  run  until  December 
17th. 

David  Ruth's  work  in  glass  shows  us 
several  new  arrangements  of  color  and 
light  His  pieces  range  from  conven- 
tional stained  glass  to  three-dimen- 
sional standing  sculpture 

Ed  Handelman's  paintings  display  a 
distinctive  color  sense  on  canvas  The 
colors  are  both  bright  and  soft  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  subjects,  which 
include  cars,  palm  trees  and  planes, 
are  idealized  much  like  a  cartoon, 

Nina  Glasser's  photographs  are  very 
interesting,  A  liberal  choice  of  subjects 
reveal  bizarre  and  suggestive  imagery 
of  people  in  relationship  to  the  en- 
vironment Particularly  impressive 
was  a  photography  of  a  man  covered 
with  feathers,  crouching  as  though 
poised  to  p  junce  on  some  unseen 
prey 

Eric  Lee's  work  in  sculpture  is  by 
far  the  most  impressive  work  in  the 
exhibit.  With  only  a  few  pieces,  the 
artist  demonstrates  great  skill  at 
capturing  human  form  and  distorting  it 
only  slightly  for  artistic  emphasis. 
Without  that  emphasis,  his  work 
would  appear  routine 

Karen  Sjoholm's  accomplishes  much 
with  almost  as  large-as-life  pastels 
thai  depict  affectionate  relationships 
between  people  and  each  other  Her 
work,  which  includes  one  striking 
mother-and-child  image,  is  strong  and 
salisfying. 

Noreen  Dean  Dresser's  black  and 
white  collages  of  textured  paint  cover 
one  wall  at  the  exhibit,  To  this  eye.  the 
pieces  appeared  arbitrary  and  redun- 
dant 

All  in  all  the  exhibit  is  worth  some 
attention  It  Is  a  happy  relief  from  the 
glut  of  commercial  tourist  attractions 
which  characterize  the  gallery's  loca- 
lion 

Not  to  be  neglected  is  a  fine  exhibit 
upstairs  at  the  gallery.  Here  Bay  Area 
arlists  show  single  pieces  of  their 
work.  The  pieces  are  usually  especially 


nice 

On  December  20th  a  new  show  will 
open  at  the  Hatley-Martin.  Called 
"Artist  as  Shaman,"  this  will  be  a 
"juried  invitational"  of  visual  and 
performing  art  A  "juried  invita- 
tional" means  that  some  80  artists  are 
invited  to  submit  work  to  a  jury  of  four 
people  who  will  choose  which  pieces  to 
exhibit  "Artist  as  Shaman"  will  run 
from  December  20th  to  January  25, 
ending  with  a  lecture  by  Carolyn 
Marks  on  the  23rd  of  January. 

The  gallery  is  also  planning  to  host 
poetry  readings  Ruth  Weis  will  be 
readmg  on  December  21st  and  James 
Donohue  will  be  reading  on  the  11th  of 
January 


A  multi  image  slide  show  document- 
ing the  mural  project  in  Khao-I-Dang 
camp  will  be  shown  on  December  11 
and  13  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Reality  Arts 
Workshop,  366  Eddy  Street  In 
addition  there  will  be  a  dance  per- 
formance by  the  Cambodian  Cultural 
Society  and  during  the  reception  at  the 
end  of  the  evening,  video  tapes  by 
Cambodian  refugees  will  be  shown. 

For  several  weeks  in  the  spring  of 
1985.  David  and  Vicky  Gilbert  held 
painling  sessions  with  young  artists 
who  yach  did  a  series  of  personalized 
wdlercolor  paintings  with  titles  such  as 
"The  Ancient  Temples  of  My  People.  " 
"My  Religion."  "My  Family."  "My 
Journey  to  Thailand"  and  "My  Past  in 
Cambodia  "  These  initial  studies  later 
served  as  individual  scenes  for  the 
larger  mural 

One  of  the  key  painters  of  the  mural 
was  young  Sam  Boeun.  who  was  10 
years  old  when  the  Khmer  Rouge  took 
over  His  main  contribution  was  a 
meticulously  rendered  image  of  the 
Buddha,  one  of  the  mural's  central 
figures 

Boeun  said  that  even  during  the 
Khmer  Rouge  regime  when  he  was 
told  tliere  was  no  religion  he  never 
slopped  believmg  in  the  Buddha 

Tlie  mural  was  completed  in  May 
1985  It  now  stands  in  the  educational 
and  cultural  complex  located  in  the 
center  of  the  camp  and  serves  as  the 
background  for  dance  performances  by 
refugees 

Over  25.000  refugees  still  live  in  the 
camp  Most  of  them  have  been 
rejected  for  resettlement  abroad  and 
face  an  uncertain  future  because  the 
war  prevents  them  from  returning 
home. 

At  the  end  of  the  mural  project. 
Gilbert  asked  the  painters  if  there  was 
anything  they  wanted  to  say  to  people 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  Gilbert 
says  that  Sam  Boeun  asked  him  to  give 
this  message  to  Khmer  people  living  in 
other  countries; 

"Please  don't  forget  the  Khmer 
nationality,  the  Khmer  civilization,  the 
Khmer  culture,  the  Khmer  language, 
and  most  especially,  the  Khmer 
religion  And  please  help  the  Khmer 
refugees  on  the  Thai-Cambodian  bor- 
der 


The  John  Stewart  Company 
would  like  to  thank  the  special 
contributors  and  attendees  for 
their  participation  in  the  recent 
benefit  function  held  on  Satur- 
day^ November  16,  which  sup- 
ported the  new  Tenderloin  Mon- 
tessori  School  at  Jones  and  Eddy 
and  San  Francisco  Performances. 

Persons  interested  in  supporting 
the  Montessori  School  should 
contact: 

The  John  Stewart  Company 
2330  MarinShip  Way  Suite  200 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
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alleged  conflict  of  interest  (see  last 
month's  Tenderloin  Times)  and  Inner 
City  Outpatient  Services,  an  outpatient 
counseling  program  that  primarily 
serves  clients  referred  by  the  courts  as 
an  alternative  to  prison 

According  to  inner  City  director  Cy 
Carter,  less  than  30  percent  of  his 
clients  are  Tenderloin  residents.  "A 
lof  ot  our  clients  are  not  your  down 
and-out.  boot-and-shoe  Tenderloin 
junkies.  Many  are  solid  middle-class 
professionals.    Carter  told  the  Times 

LeroyLooper,  the  director  of  Reality 
House  West  in  the  Tenderloin  who  was 
recently  appointed  to  the  Mayor's 
Task  Force  on  Narcotics  feels  that 
services  in  San  Francisco  are  inade- 
quate to  deal  with  the  problem. 

"The  total  drug  picture  from  begin- 
ning to  end  needs  to  be  brought  into 
the  20th  century,"  Looper  says.  "We 
need  to  fund  programs  that  relate  to 
the  existing  drug  problems  of  1985, 
not  1964 

"You  can't  just  throw  people  into 
half-way  houses  or  on  methadone 
maintenance.  You  need  to  create  jobs, 
training,  suitable  housing  Who  has 
the  massive  plan  to  deal  with  the 
massive  problem^"  he  asks  "The 
people  responsible  have  failed.  We 
need  a  new  approach  We  need  to  look 
at  decriminalizing  drugs" 

The  AIDS  Connection 

While  experts  are  gravely  concerned 
about  the  rise  in  speed  use,  they  are 
particularly  alarmed  about  the  related 
problems  of  AIDS,   which  can  be 


eatin'  the  loin 


Olympic  Flame  Cafe 

553  Geary  Blvd. 

open  6  am-4  pm 

moderately  priced  S3. 95-6. 50 


by  Dennis  Conkin 


his   had   better   be   good."  I 
thought  to  myself  as   I  high- 
lighted it  up  to  Geary  Street  from 
Golden  Gate  and  Taylor   It  was 
one  of  those  days.  My  sources 
were  getting  nervous  and  everybody 
was  clamming  up  on  me.  I  had  a  dead- 
line to  meet -and  Perry  White  was 
breathing  hard  down  my  neck, 

"Where's  your  copy.  Conkin?"  he 
kept  growling.  The  pressure  was 
building  up  and  the  only  thing  I  could 
think  of  was  food- 

I  entered  the  cafe  and  headed  for  the 
counter  A  lady  appeared,  She  took  my 
order  and  I  sat  back,  smoking  a 
cigarette,  contemplating  another  ca- 
reer A  steaming  hot  plate  brought  me 
out  of  my  cold  lunch-ttme  reverie  and 
face  to  face  with  a  thick,  juicy 
hamburger  steak,  covered  with  golden 
brown  diced  onions  and  gigantic, 
crisp,  wedge-cut  french  fries  and  a 
side  of  mixed  vegetables. 

It  was  a  great,  satisfying,  simple 
meal  in  an  American-style  cafe  with 
booths  and  a  counter,  sort  of  an  urban 
diner.  A  disappearing  breed. 

Perry  White  came  along  He  had  a 
Polish  Sausage,  on  a  steaming  bed  of 
tender  cabbage  with  a  generous 
serving  of  sliced  carrots.  They  were 
fresh  and  cooked  to  perfection.  Not  too 
crunchy,  not  too  mushy  The  cabbage 
was  so  tender  that  it  would  fall  apart 
when  you  touched  it  with  a  fork.  1 
should  know.  1  ate  all  of  it.  Delicious.  I 
didn't  drink  his  coffee.  He  uses  milk. 

The  Olympic  Flame  also  makes 
excellent  omelettes  Big,  filling.  3  egg 
omelettes.  And  serves  them  with  fried 
potatoes  and  a  choice  of  toast 
including  nine  grain  or  whole  wheat 
Their  Italian  sausage  omelettes  with 
either  mushrooms  or  spinach  and 
cheese  are  particularly  good. 

The  Olympic  Flame.  Something 
heroic  about  the  name.  Something 
very  good  about  the  food.  Great 
waitress.  Great  cook  American  menu. 


spread  through  the  shared  use  of 
needles  Because  many  Tenderloin 
speed  users  are  gay,  there  is  a  double 
risk  for  passing  the  deadly  disease. 

"The  Tenderloin  is  a  cauldron  for 
the  possible  development  of  AIDS 
among  intravenous  drug  users,"  says 
Feldman, 

"We  fear  a  second  epidemic  (of 
AIDS)  is  going  to  occur  among  people 
that  share  needles."  says  Barbara 
Faltz.  a  nurse-educator  and  substance 
abuse  expert  with  the  San  Francisco 


AIDS  Health  Project, 

To  date,  it  is  believed  that  needle 
use  was  a  factor  in  more  than  12 
percent  of  the  AIDS  cases  in  San 
Francisco,  In  other  cities,  most  notably 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  the 
estimates  are  a  good  deal  larger  — as 
high  as  30  percent  or  more, 

"The  city  is  paying  the  price  for 
ignoring  the  gay  substance  abusers." 
says  Hank  Wilson,  "One  case  of  AIDS 
(from  needles)  wipes  out  any  illusion 
that  they've  saved  any  money  " 


Wes  Ndrth  knows  how  serious  a 
problem  it  is.  He  has  dedicated  his  few 
remaining  days  to  educating  people 
about  AIDS  and  substance  abuse,  "I 
wish  there  was  more  help  for  people 
who  used  speed  I'm  telling  people  my 
story  so  they  might  take  into  conside- 
ration that  intravenous  drug  use  might 
give  them  AIDS. 

"It  might  stop  one  person.  I  did 
share  needles,  I  always  thought  that  it 
would  happen  to  somebody  else,  not 
mt',  but  I  came  down  with  AIDS," 


DR,  M.  MORTON  KWASS,  D.P.M. 

Podiatry  Clinic 

AT  EMroRIUM-CAPWELL 


SECOND  FLOOR  ANNEX 
EASILY  APPROACHED  BY  REAR  ELEVATORS 

FOOT  ORTHOPEDICS  •  X-RAY  DIAGNOSIS 


Complete  services  for  painful  foot  problems 
including  foot  surgery  when  indicated  under  the 
expert  care  of  Dr.  M.  Morton  Kwass.  D.P.M.  fully 
licensed  podiatrist  with  offices  in  the  Emporium 
for  24  years. 


Modern  equipment  Including  X-RAY  diagnosis 
and  Immaculate,  attractive  facilities.  Patients 
privacy  maintained.  End  foot  suffering.  First  visit 
includes  consultation  and  treatment. 


Fees  may  be  charged  to  your  Emporium  account 
or  acceptable  coverage  such  as  private  insurance, 
American  Express  Card,  Medi-Care,  or 
government  insurance  plans. 


For  your  appointment 
call  362-0115 
or  764-3718 


Saturdays  By  Appointment 


2ND  FLOOR  ANNEX  -  835  MARKET 


Columbia 

Audio-Video 

The  Tenderloin's  Friendly  Audio-Video  Store 

Mind  boggling  savings  on  a  full  line  ot  TVs,  VCRs,  car  stereos,  home  stereos,  tilm  and 
all  accessories  Audio  and  video  tapes  at  good  prices 

World's  largest  selection  of  walkmans,  portable  stereos  and  headphones 


CHRISTMAS  SURPRISES'! 

December  14  only:  Stereo  Cassette  Player  for  only  $.99  with  this  ad. 
Limit  one  per  customer  while  supply  lasts. 


"9  VriSOU^  114-  vtnsifw  . 

e^-o  ^"iFi  rii^-^  su  ff\jT3  . 


DM  HA  GIA  GIANG  SINH 

Vao  hai  ngay  7  va  14 
thang:  12  May  Cass- 
ette gia  99  cents  voi 
mau  quang  cao  nay. 
Mot  nguoi  mot  cai  neu 
hang  con. 
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NUMARK 
MIXERS  & 
EQUALIZERS 

from 
$89.99 


TOSHIBA  AM-FM 

stereo  cassette 
player  RT-V300 
$49.99 


1650,  1150, 1450.  500 


'J 


KOSSFIRE  210 
SPEAKERS 
now  $229.99  a  pair 

12' '  woofer 
dual  tweeter 
5V2"  midrange 


STEREO 
HEADPHONES 
from  $4.99 

Beyerdynamic 
Stereo 

HEADPHONES 

DT  220  69.99 
DT  330  59.99 


Mon-Fn  10-8 
Sdl  10-7 
Sun  10-5 


GRUNDIG  SHORT 
WAVE  RADIOS 

CASIO 

KEYBOARDS 

CT-102  CZ-101 

MAGNAVOX 
SPEAKERS 

69.99  a  pair 


STEREO 

CASSETTE 

TAPES 

60  min.  $  29 
90  mjn.  $,39 


FILM  35mm 
24  exp, 
$.99 


MAXELL 

Gold 
$1  99 


UDXLII 


Columbia  Audio- Video 

1080  Market  St. 
San  Francisco 


SONY  WM-11D 

Stereo  cassette 

player 

$33.99 


SONY  F12 

AM-FM  Stereo 
Cassette  Player 
$49.99 


Easy  Parking 
Behind  the  store 
a)  Jones  &  Golden  Gale 


Lowest  Prices— Best  Service 


431-8400 

We  stand  by  our  products. 
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Colorful  cultures  mix  in  the  Tenderloin  as  refugees  from  Eritrea  and  the  hills 
of  Laos  get  to  know  each  other. 
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Ndi  Tarn  CU  Het  Cho;  Nhieu  Nguoi  Tren 
Duong  Pho'  Mua  Dong  Nay 


Polly  Leider 

Ba  Lorraine  ciJ  ngu  trong 
iha  tarn  tru  St-  Anthony  mua^ 
dong  n^m  ngoai  khi  ma  ba  van 
CO  may  mAi  ti'm  Sil^c  mqt  cai 
giubng  trong.  Co  nhUng  3em ^ 
u3  ta  khong  tim  ra  dil6c  cho 
trong,  ba  di  vao  cong  vien 
Golden  Catje,  choang  men 
quanh  ngu'bi  cho  am  trong  cai 
l^nh  cam  caIn,  va  kieiii  an 
trong  cac  thung  va  Ion  dilng 
rac. 

Lorraine  trong  khoe  m^nh 
6  so''tu6i  A7,  vdi  mot  tinh 
tinh  hojt  nao  va  kh^n  lanh. 
Tuy  nhien  trong  hai  nam  qua 
ba  ta  khbng  the^  tim  ra  dude 
vi|c  lam,  cho  du  ba  ta  c6 
kinh  nghiem  ba'h  bia  ru"du 
v5  diia  don  giay  t6.  Ba  noi, 
"Toi  la  ngu"6i  dau  khcT  nha'f, 
Toi  CO  the*^  larn  viec  du'^c 
nhUng  khong  the' kiem  ra  viec 
lam." 

St.  Anthony's  la"  m5t  trog 
bon  nii  tam  tru,  di  phi^  bdi 
thi  xa,  de  diidng  dau  v6i 
hang  ngan  ngu'tti  vo  gia  cd 
tren  du'6ng  pho.  Cong  vao  do, 
thi  xa  con  cung  cap  phong  0 
cho  240  gia  dinh  khong  co" 
ndi  de'  dt 

Vo'i  mua  dong  lanh  da  den, 
mda  gio  cang  lam  cho  cac  ndi 
nay  day  ap  ngu^di  vo  gia  cd, 
VI  the  so''ngu"di  khong  tim 
ra  ndi  t^m  tr^u  phai  bi  td 
choi  cho  d  hang  dem. 

Mac  du  trung  tam  St.  An- 
thony's CO  gang  ^ba'o  v^  an 
ninh  cho  so  ngu6i  nay  d  do, 
ba  Lorraine  noi  la  bS  khong 
cam  thay  du"oc  an  tcan  6  do. 
Sii  cang  thang  giOa  cac  phu 
nif^o*  do'  lam  cho  ba  bat  yen. 
"He  khi  na~o  co  mot  chuyen  gi 
la  chu'ng  doi  ham  he  nhau 
suot  ngay."  Ba  giai  thich, 
"Chang  qua  la  vx  sJ  bat  an 
c^." 

Cho  du  sau  hai  n5m  d  tam 
tai  St.  Athony's,  Lorraine 
viin  chua  cd"  m6t  nguoi  ban 
nao  6  do'  ca,  mSc  du  co  mot 
so' phu  nu^d^dd  rat  la  deu 
dSn.  Ba  ta  ngoi  mot  minh 
v5  CO  dSc,  tam  tii  day  day 
nhilng  oah  hdn  ve^xa  hoi  n3y 


Mua  mua  va  lanh  da  den.  nhung  nha  tam  tru  chat  het  cho.  nhieii  ngubt  khong 
ti"m  ra  noi  <S4  ngi  trong  dem  t6i'. 

With  the  onset  of  rain  and  cold,  city-funded  shelters  are  full  to  capacity  and 
more  people  are  turned  out  into  the  night  with  no  place  to  go. 


"Ca  thanh  pho  nay  bo  quen 
chu'ng  tci,  nhufig  ngildi  tren 
duting  pho.  Chung  toi  chi 
co'  du'oc  mot  ndi  tam  tru  ma 

thSi." 

*  L  I 

Ba  Judy  Schutzman  d  sd^ 
xa  hoi  cJa  thi  xa  cho  biet 
.'an  tam  than,  nan  rifdu 

che  va  nghien  thudc  la  nhilng 
nguyen  nhan  chinh  cho  nan^ 
vo  gia  cd.  NhUng  ba  tanhan 
manh  rang,  "Nguyen  nhan 

chinh  van  la  sii  thi&u  hut 
ntia  ciia  vd'i  gia  ca  thap." 


a' 
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Ba  Shutzman  cho  biet  la 
CO  ngddi  _^utic  liJQng  cd' den 
noan  ngiidi  vo  gia  cil  6 
San  Francisco.  Nhdng  ba  cho 
rang  con  so  tii  4000  d^nSOOO 
thi"  gan  vdi  thdc  te  hdn. 

Phan  Idn  nhUng  ngutti  ^vo 
gia  cO  la  thanh  nien  tu&i 
til"  18  den  35,  mot  so  dong 
la  cuu  chien  binh.  Dan  ba 
tren  diidng  pho  thi  gia  hdn, 
khoang  tii' 40  den  45  tudi . 
"an  phong  Criminal  Justice, 
dam  trich  chu^ng  trinh  tam 


cd  nay,  cho  bi^t  la,  "dang 
cd  m9t  khuynh  hutJng  them 
nhieu  ngddi  gia  va  benh  tat 
6*  tren  du'dng  pho." 

Mot  trong  nhUng  ddn  vi 
do  luting  dddc  so  nguSi  vo 
gia  ca  tren  duOng  pho'  la 
so  ngutii  den  xin  sii'p  phat 
khong.  Linh  M^c  Floyd  Lotito, 
giam  doc  phong  an  St.  Antho 
ny's,  noi,  "Ca^i  dang  chu  y 
la  sd  gia  tcfng  cua  phu  nU' 
vdi  tre  em.  MutJi  nam  truOc, 
chung  toi  CO  50  pl^u  nd  va 
tre  em.  Nay  con  sd"  gan  600." 

St .  Anthony ' s  luon  luon 
day  ngu'di  tam  tru  gan  day 
khi  ma  nhieu  phu  no  di  tim 
nf^^i  tru  ngu  khoi  mu'a  gid. 
Moi  dem  co  khoang  5  hay  6  ^ 
phu  nii  phai  bi  td  choi^  cho 
d  va  ho  phai  di  ra  duHng 
pno*! 

Alfa  Zadkiel,  giam  thi 
vien  6  36  noi, "Mot  so  Song 
phu  nU  phai  ngu  tren  Ifedutong 
va  cua  nha.  Ti"nh,trang  t'e 
hdn  mav  nam  trubc  nhieu." 


Hoi  Nghi 
Ty-Nan 

• 

Mot  buoi  hop  m'at  dongdao 
cua  nhdng  nhan  vat  lanhdao 
ty  nan,  nha'^n  vien  lien  va 
tieu  bang  va  cac  cd  quan  xa 
hoi  khSp  toan  quoc  d  San- 
Francisco  thang  qua  de  dinh 
gia  ket  qua  cua  thap  nien 
dau  tien  cua  ngddi  ty^  nan 
"Di5ng  Nam  A'd^'Hoa  Ky. 

Hoi  nghi  nay  du6c  to^chdc 
bdl  The  Refugee  Resource 
Center  do  ong  Hu^?nh  Cong 
A'nh  tiic  Micheal  Huynh  lam 
giam  doc.  Cac  van  d&"  thSo 
lu^n  bao  g3m  chinh  sachdinh 
cu',  van  de'  tynan,  nhu  c^u 
dich  vu  xahoi  va  sif  phat- 
trien  cua  cong  dong  Oong 
Nam  a' d  My. 'Cu^c  h9i  nghi 
k^b  dai  ba  ngay  trong  cbng 
vien  Bai  Hoc  San  Francisco. 


Xo-So:  Tien  Bac  Troi 
Xuohg  Ld  Cong? 


Wade  Hudson 

Phep  la  xo  so  dang  tan 
dan  trong  mot  vai  khu  vdc 
quanh  vung  nay. 

Sau  khi  anh  Vo  Hai,  mot 
ngu'di  ty  nan  Viet-Nam  tru'ng 
hai  trieu  ^dng  rihd  vao  cai 
ve  mua  bdi  tien  trd  cap  xa 
hoi,  Dan  Bieu  tieu  bang^ 
d  mien  Nam  California  da  ^ 
eidi  thieu  mot  dU  luat  cam, 
nguOi  hu'tm|  tr^  cSp  dung  so 
tien  do  de  mua  ve  so. 

Trung  Tam  -Binh  Cd  Ty_  Nar 
*)ong  Nam  a' d  Tenderloin, 
ndi  cd  ban  ve  so,  da  catbo 
nhdng  bang  hi^u  quang  cao 
xo  st)'  de  phsn  doi  dii  luat 
nay  nhO  la  bat  cong  va  khog 


the  thi  hanh  du'^c.  Hoi  Dong 
Lanh  -Dao  dong  thdi  cung  , 
thong  qua  mot  ban  nghiquyet 
phin  doi  dil  luat  nay. 

Ong  Ching  Wong,  giamdoc 
chddng  trinh  thifdng  mai  ciia 
trung  tam  bay  t6  quan  tam  ^ 
rang  sii  tru'ng  so  cua  Vo-Hai 
se  lam  cho  nhieu  ngiidi  bi 
lac  quan  qua  dang.  Ong  ndi, 
"NgL^di  Dong  A'  chu'ng  ta  tin 
vao  so  phan.  Neu  ai  co  so  ^ 
trung,  mua  mot  ca'i  ve  la  du 
roi.  Neu  ai_  khong  cd  s'd' 
giau,  mua  ca  tram  ve  so  chi 
ton  tien  vo  ich  ma  thoi. 
Cho  nen  toi  de  nghi   la  nen 
mua  m^t  ve  so  ma  thoi." 


Quyen  Han 
Ludt  Phap 
CCia  Ban 

Randy  Shaw 

Trong  khi  co  mot  sd  ngddi 
"an  chiJa  dam  xU^dung  quyfen 
han  luat  pha'p  cfta  minh,mot 
so'  khac  da  khong  ngah  ngai 
cho  biet  rang  ho  se  hanh 
dong  de  bao  ve  quyen  han 
ciia  ho  vdi  td  each  cda  mSt  _ 
ngiidi  thue  nha.  Mdt  vai  thi 
du  chdng  minh  dieu  n&y: 

*  Vao  than^  MiJdi  vUa  qua, 
mot  ngddi  Viet,  khong  noi 
du'dc  Anh  Ngd^,  da  thangdudc 
ong  chu  nha  tai  mot  bu'di 
dieu  tran  d  Rent  Board. Sau 
do"  anh  ta  doa  la  se  kien 
chunhS    neu  khong  sUa  thang 
may  trong  chung  cu  cua  anh. 
Thang  ma'y  do  dxJdc  sCia  ngay 
sau  do. 

*  Thang  Tam  vila  qua,  mot 
nhdm  ngu'oi  bd  lao  d'tren 
dildng  Geary  d^n  the  Rent 
Board  sau  khi  chu  nha'  khong 
chiu  sil'a  sang  chung  cil  cua 
ho!  Ngu'di  quan  ly'  chung  cd 
bi  duoi  viec  trudc  khi  tdi 
Rent  f^nard,  va  ho  thay  dich 
vu  nay  kha  hdn  truHc  nhieii. 

*  Mot  sd  gia  dinh  ngiidi 
Phi  luat  Tan  o''"Leavenworth 
Street  da  dinh  hoan  vi'^c 
tra  tien  nha  ca  nam  nay  ^ 
vi  chu  nha  khong  chiu  siia 
sang  chung  cd  cua  ho. 

NhOng  thi  du  tren  la  nhdng 
vu  dien  hinh  cho  quyen  Idi 
cua  ngiidi  thue  nha  n&u  ho 
biet  tranh  dau.  i)6i  vdi 
nhdng  ngulii  vda  noi,  nhu^g 
thu  tuc  khi^u  nai  va  ph5p 
1/  tren  la  kinh  nghiem  dau 
tien  cua  ho.  Ho  tiec  rang 
ho  da  khong  xa*^dung  quyen 
han  cu*a  ho  sdm  hdn. 

Tron^  khi  ngutti  thuenha 
cd  the  hUdng  dih)c  quyen  Idi 
tai  chanh  neu  tranh  dau, 
dieu  quan  trong  la  sd  lam 
chu  duttc  mdi  trUdng  sinh 
song  cua  hp. 

Muon  biet  them  ve"  quyen 
han  cua  ngiJdi  thue  nha ,  xin 
lien  lac  The  Tenderloin 
'.lousing  Clinic,  383  Eddy 
Street,  hay  goi  771-9850. 
hay  lien  lac  vdi  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
f)"  sd' 474-2164.  The  Coalition 
CO  mot  tij§u  ban  ve  nha  cOa. 
Ho  hop  mdi  tuan  vao  ngay 
thd'  tii  Idc  10  gid"  sang  d'  ^ 
308  Eddy  Street  de*  giu'p  dd 
va  cS'van  ngiidi  thue  nha 
ve  nhdng  van  de  cua  ho. 


HUAN-NGHE 


Trung  Tam  Dinh  Cd  T^(  Nan 
Dong  Nam  A  ^ang  co  mot 
chu'dng  trinh  huan  luy^n 
nghe  bao  tri  nha  cUa^mien 
phi'.  Chu'dng  trinh  bat  dau 
vao  nga^  9  thang  12  nay*  , 
cho  nhdng  ngudi  ty  nan  vdi 
trinh  do  ESL  it  nhS't  'la  100. 

Xin  nap  ddn  d^975  O'Farrell 
Street  hay  poi  88S-2743. 
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DanTy-Nan  Phi-Chdu  O  Tenderloin:  Mot  Thi^u  So  im-Lang 


Nguyen  Huti  Liem    &  Sara  Colm 

Kidane  Habtegiorgis  dUng 
6"  cUa  s6'  cAa  can  phong  cua 
anh  O  tren  du'dng  Eddy.  Anh 
nhin  xuohg  dudng  vdi  dang 
dieu  met  moi .  Anh  chi  con 
CO  hai  gib  nUa  thoi  truCc 
khi  anh  phai  tr6^  lai  lam 
viec.  Anh  lam  viec  14  giS 
mot  ngay,  7  ngay  mot  tuan 
6""  mot  tiem  tap  ho'a  nho  6 
goc  dcfdng  Leavenworth .  Anh 
n6i,"T6i  chi  c6  bi'fe't  lam 
viec  suot  ngay  ma  thoi.  Toi 
khong  CO  ngay  ca  thi  gift  Sh 
nau  an  nOa." 

Giong  nhd  bao  nhieu  ngU6i 
khac  d'  Tenderloin,  anh  Hab- 
tegiorgis la  mQt  ngiioi  t^- 
aan,  nhJng  que  hUdng  cua 
anh  —  Eritrea  —  la  mot  ndi 
ina  hang  xom  cua  anh  it  ngUSi 
biet  den.  Anh  ta  da  tUng  la 
mot  khang  chien  quan  chong  ^ 
lai  chTnh  quyen  Ethiopia  6e 
dahh  dqc  lap  cho  Eritrea. 

C^ch  mot  go'c  di/dng,  Ocbaf 
Apapas,  mot  ngii(5i  Ethiopia, 
dang  sOa  soan        di  den  Idp 
hoc  dem  o"  Hai  Hoc  Cong  Bong 
San  Francisco.  Anh  noi  la 
anh  den  day  de  kiem  vieclam 
va"  mot  d(5i  song  t5t  dep  hdn, 
nhung  cho  dfen  nay  anh  van 
chxla  tim  duWc  vi|c  la'm. 

Hai  nam  trudc,  Habtegio- 
rgis vh  Apapas  ca  hai  deu 
bi  ket  trong  cuqc  noi  chien 
i.ia  da  keo  dai  hdn  24  nam  d*^ 
vung  phi'a  dong  Africa  gida 
hai  phia  Eritrea  va  Ethiopia 
i-Jgay  nay,  co  chiing  3500  den 
3000  ngubi  ty  nan  to"  Ethio- 
pia 6  vung  vinh  CUu  Kim  S6n 
va  vai  tram  ngudi  kha'c  dang 
o'  Tenderloin  va  khu  phia  nair 
cua  difong  Market. 

Vung  Eritrea  da  bi  ta'n- 
pha  bdi  CU9C  chien  da'nh  doc 
Ipp  tU  Ethiopia  ca  thapnien 
nay.  Mac^du  Lien  Hiep  Qu6c^ 
da  doi  hoi  Eritrea  diMc  tro 
thanh  mot  quoc  gia  doc  I3p, 
Ethiopia  van  sat  nhap  Eri- 
trea va"o  nam  1962. 

Trong  khi  phah  Idn  moi 
ngU6i  3eu  nghe  den  Ethiopia 
b6i  vi  nan  han  ha'n  va  nan 
doi  ke'm  deu  dif6c  nd'i  den 
iihieu,  it  ngQdi  lai  biet 


der 


lii'c,  nhii  ngu'di  Dong  Nam  A 
chang  h^n,  cong  dbng  Ethio- 
han^  ngan  ngu'd'i  bo  xi/'ra  di.     pian^Eritrean  thi"  nho  hdn 


en  cuSc  noi  chien  lau  dai 
va  van  de  kinh  te  da  lam 


Whung  van  de  nay  lai  rSt 

diidc  it  bao  chi  noi  den. 

Ong  Mulugeta  Gerefa,  gi^rn- 

ddc  Chadng  Trinh  -Dinh  Cd 

ngu'di  Ethiopia  bao  trt^  bdi 

Third  Baptist  Church,  noi, 

"NgOSi  ta  bo  xil'ra  (3i  vi^ 

noi  chi^n,  han  ha'n,  va  tinh 

trang  tri  trf  kinh  te.  Nan 

han  ha'n  lam  tinh  trang  them 

khon  "      ,         „  ^ 

So  sanh  vdi  nhUng  C9ng- 

dohgty  nan  den  My  cung  mot 


nhieu  va  khong  co  mot  he  - 
thong  d^ch  vu  "de  giup  dd 
trong  cong  dong. 

Anh  Habtegiorgis  thi  rat 
cay^dang  ve  tinh  trangthieu 
thon  cd  c'au  d\ch  vu  cho  ng 
Ethiopian.  Anh  noi,  "Khi  toi 
den  3ay,  khong  co  ai  giup 
d6*  gi  nhi^u  cho  toi  ca.  Toi 
CO  den  mot  cd  sd  giup  n^ildi 
ty  nan,  mgt  nhan  vien  d  do 
cho  toi  ba  dong  b^c  va  noi 


ptioto:  Andrew  Ritchie 

Phu  nu'Eritrea  pang  nhay  mua  trong  mot  buoi  tiec  cho  hoc  sinh  trong  ctiuong 
trinh  giao  due  0  YMCA.  '  * 

Eritrean  women  dance  at  a  party  for  students  in  the  Literacy  Program  at  the 
YMCA. 


rang  h9  khong  giup  gi  toi 
du*<Jc.  Toi  cam  th^y  bi  xuc 
ph^m,  Toi  se  khong  bao  gii5 
den  mqt  cd  sd  nao  nOa  c5." 

Chu'ong  trinh  Tarn  Cu*  Ty 
nan  cho  ngiidi  Ethiopian 
cung  cap  dan  ty  nan  nhi/ng 
d^ch  vu  huan  nghe  va  xahoi 
cung  nhiT  dieu  hahh  mQt t rung 
tarn  tam  tri/  cho  khong  td  20 
den  30  ngu\3i  mdi  den. 

Nhdng  nhUng  sxi  khac  biet 
ngay  ben  trong  C9ng  dong 
Ethiopia/Eritrea  ve  nhiing 
van  de^ chinh  tri  3ang  lam 
cho  bat  cu  t'o  chdc  nao  kho 
the  phuc  vu  cong  dong  hOu 
hieu  du\3c.  Ong  Tekeste  Sei- 
um,  mot  ngildi  Eritrean  dang 
lam  cho  Catholic  Social^Ser 
vices  noi,  "To  chdc  jigu'di 
Eritrean  nhvl  la  ngJdi  Ethi- 
opia rat  la  kho  khan.  NgUdi 
ta  khong  thich  nhd  v^y." 
Ong  Seium  n6i  tie^,"N^iMi 
Ethiopia  dang  giet  choc  gia 
dinh  hp^va  dang  huy  di^t 
dat  nutfc  ho."  Ong  muon  noi 
den  sil  sat  nh^p  Eritrea 
vao  nam  1962. 

Nhiing  cung  mot  luc  ca 
ngu'di  Ethiopian  va  Eritrean 
deu  phai  gap  chung  nhJng 
van  de  nhd  ngon  ngO,^viec 
lam,  nha  cda,  trd  cap  xa- 
hoi... nho' bao  ngddi  ty  nan 
d  My  khac. 

Ong  Seium  noi  tiep,"Toi 
cung  udng  cafe'  vdi  Ethiop- 
ian. Chung  toi  CO  sii  khac 
biet  ve~  chinh  tri  ,  nhiing 
chiTng  toi  doi         Vdi  nhau 
nhd  nhi/hg  ngu'di  ty_  nan." 

Trong  khi  tinh  trang 
n^h^o  doi  d  Tenderloin  cung 
la'm  ngac  nhien  nhieu  ngiidi 
ty  nan  Phi  Chau,  nhl^n^  ho 
cung  thay  ca'i  khung  canh 
dien  lo^n  6  Tenderloin  mang 
t5.nh  chat  dung  thil^'^si?  kha'c 
biet  va  chao  don  ngu'di  mdi 
den''. 

Germai  Gebrehiw  co  le  la 
ngiidi  duy  nhat  trong  khu 
chung  cif  khong  phai  la  ngiidi 
Ai)ong,  nhJng  anh  ndi  r^rig 
ngiidi  ha'ng  xom  cung  than  - 
thien  va  vui  ve.Anh  noi, 
'"Toi  cam  thay  bat  dau  thich 
thiic  an  Viet  Nam." 


Phat  Giao  Sohg  Manh  O  Tenderloin 


Sara  Colm &  Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

6  Tenderloin  va"o  dip  ram 
hay  cuoi  tha'ng  Am  Lich,  ng 
ta  cd  the*  nhih  thay  nhiing 
ba  me  gia  ngddi  Lao  xach 
gib  di  den  ca'c  chd  de  mua 
hoa  qua ,  vat  1  ieu  di  l'^ 
Phat  v^  cung  du~dng  d  mot 
ngoi  chua  d' b^n  Oakland. 
NhUng  ba  me  nay  dang  tiep 
noi  cai  truyen  thong  ca  may 
the'^ky  nay  cua  Phat  Giao. 

Ngdi  chua  ben  Oakland  Ta 
m&t  trong  nhdng  19  ngdi  chua 
cua  Lao,  16  Cam  Bot ,  v&  hdn 
100  cua  ngudi  Vjet  tren 
toan  nu'dc  My.  0  San  Franci- 
sco, cd  hai  ngoi  chua  Viet 
nam.  Ve  phi'a  Cam  Bot,  ho 
cd  mdt  Ban  Ho  Pha'p  vda  mdi 
dubc  thSnh  lap  d^*  ho^  trd 
chi/  tang  va  mot  niem  phat 
dudng  cho  cong  dong  cua  ho. 

Vdo  nhiing  ngay  Chu  Nhat, 


cSc  phat  tu' Viet  0* Tender- 
loin don  xe  buyt  di  len 
phia  Tay  de^d^n  chiia  Td- 
Quang  o''gdc  du'dng  Market 
va  Duboce.  Ho  thiidng  ghe 
qua  tiem  Safeway  ga*h  do 
d&  mua  vat  lieu  ciihg  Phat- 

Trong  cudc  song  mdi  cua 
ngu'di  ty  nan  o  My,  mot  sd' 
ddng  van  di  chua,  cung  Ph|t 
de  ti'^p  tuc  nuoi  song  dd'i 
song  van  ho'a  ,  dong  thd± 
d^  giup  ho  cd  du  nang  l\\c 
tinh  than  dubng  dau  vdi 
nhiing  vat  Idn  h^ng  ngay. 

Gid'i  phat  tU^  da  phai 
trai  qua  bao  kho  khan,  ton 
nhieu  tien  cua  de'  xay  dii'ng 
dut/c  chua  chien  cho  chdtang 
0  va  de  ho  cd  noi  th^phifdng. 
Ddi  vdi  ngu'di  Cam  Bd't  thi" 
nhu  cau  cahg  khan  thiet  hdn 
khi  ma  Phat  Giao  d' quenha 
gan ^nhu  bi  tieu  diet  trong 
nhuVig  nam  trutic  boi  quan 


Khmer  f)6. 

6ng  Sam  Yang  tuyen  bd 
tai  mot  bubi  hoi  nghi  gan 
day  d  San  Francisco  rdng, 
"Khi  bon  Khmer  Do  tudc  doat 
quyeh  tin  ngubng  cua  ngiidi 
Cam  Bbt ,  ho  cam  thay  nhd 
bon  chung  da  tieu  diet  linh 
hdn  cua  ho  va  cudp  vak't  can 
cudc  tinh  cua  mot  dan  tdc." 

Hai.  Bxi'c  Thich  Tinh  TU, 
ngUOi  sang  lap  ra  chua  Tii 
Quang  va  Tu  Vien  Kim  Sdn 
d""  Santa  Cruz,  la  vi  la'nh 
dao  tinh  than  cho  phat  td 
Viet  d  San  Francisco. 

T3ai  -DUc  Thich  Tinh  Td"  cung 
nhir  nhJng  vi  bd  lao  nhJ  Som 
Phay  cua  cong  ddng  Cam  Bot 
hay  Chanthy  Nhonthachit  cua 
CQng  dong  Lao  dam  trach  ^ 
phat  Idii  nhung  cong  viec  td^ 
chdc  hoang  phap  cho  phat  td. 
Hai  vi  sau  da  tdng  la  tusi 


tru'dc  kia.  Ong  Chanthy  thi 
chu  le  thadng  tai  chua  Lao 
va  tra  Idi  vdi  ca'c  tu  si 
bang  tieng  Pali. 

-Ddi  v6i  Phat  td',  ngoichua 
la  mdt  tu  difem  cua  cdngddng 
Ndi  do  cung  cd  the  xoa  diu 
du'dc  vet  thudng  cu*a  chien 
tranh  ma  ho  co. 

Ong  Ounkham,  ngUbi  mdiden 
My  mot  nam  nay,  n^m  nay  50 
tudii  bi  bo  tu  va  chonsong 
trong  thdi  ky  chi&'n  tranh 
tru'dc.  SO  tra  t^n  da  lam 
cho  ong  ta  yeu  duoi  to  than 
the  tdi  than  kinh. 

Ong  no'i,"Toi  tham  hda  vdi 
due  Phat  rang  neu^  toi  thoat 
di  du'dc  tdi  se  cat  tdc  di^ 
tu   theo  chan  Phat.  Khi  den 
day,  t'bi^  6"  trong  chua  Oak- 
land khan  nguy^n  ddc  Phat 
sud't  hai  tuan  le  d^  ta  dn. 
Nay  toi  thay  kha  hdn  xda 
nhieu.  Toi  co  the  vui  dua 
va  cixdi  gidn  voi  gia  dinh 
toi  mot  chilt .  " 


CAMBODIAN 
COMMUNITY  NEV3S 
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photo:  Andrew  Ritchie 

Youngsters  romp  in  the  hallway  of  the  halfway  run  by  the  Ethiopian  Refugee 
Resettlement  Project  for  newcomers  to  San  Francisco. 
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